Frequently Asked Questions about admissions
My GRE scores are below 1100. Will you still consider my application? 

If your combined Verbal and Quantitative scores are below 1100, we will still consider your application. You must have an outstanding GPA and glowing letters of recommendation. You should also consider explaining, in your personal statement, why your scores are low. 

I have been out of academia for a while and have lost touch with my professors. Will you consider a letter written by my boss?

Yes. It is appropriate for you to get a letter from a boss, supervisor, or anyone who can speak to your organizational skills, motivation, and intellectual ability. It is far better to have a detailed letter from a non-academic who knows you well than to have a generic letter from someone with “PhD” after his or her name. 

You say on the website that your students receive funding as teaching assistants or research assistants. Do you fund all your students for their entire graduate training? 

For several years, the department has funded all students we admit. Most students work as teaching assistants, or TAs. A few work as research assistants, or RAs. The RA position involves working for a faculty member who has a grant that will employ an assistant. We cannot guarantee funding for a student’s entire graduate career. But we have been able to fund students who make satisfactory academic progress for at least six years of their training. 

