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Circus audiences don’t get an “honest look™ at how animals, and elephants in particular, are treated,
Irvine said. She trusts people who have gone undercover to capture photos and videos of handlers using
“bullhooks” — a tool that resembles a fire poker — to prod the animals to perform.

“Anyone who has a dog knows you can’t force an animal to perform the same tricks day after day after
day,” she said. “Animals just don’t do that unless you have a lot of treats. But they don’t have treats; they
have electric prods and bullhooks.”

Ann Swissdorf of Lakewood also came to the fairgrounds to protest how circus animals are treated: not
just training methods, but animals being chained, caged and hauled around the country in trailers.

“You have to think about where they come from; they’re not allowed to do what’s natural to them,” she
said. “You have to imagine that, to get a tiger or elephant to do what you want them to do, there must be
some type of fear.”

About five people protested the circus’ matinee Wednesday

N OW O P E N ' afternoon. A dozen people picketed the evening_show, V\{hich

Carson & Barnes cancelled because of strong winds. Irvine

Furniture Store Like Never Before Seen in Longment and Swissdorf also plan to protest the circus’ shows today.
@

“These animals do two, one-hour shows a day,” Irvine said.
“The rest of the time is when the abuse happens.”

Peterson, however, said it’s unfortunate protesters “don’t see
what we do 24 hours a day.”

He has a three-person crew working with him to tend to the
three female Asian elephants — Isla, Opal and Ila — that are
part of the Carson & Barnes animal menagerie.

me: furniture gs 1a78

Peterson’s message to such protesters would be: “Spend a week in my shoes, or with me,” watching how
the elephants are handled and treated. “And then, if you still have a problem or want to debate, then let’s
talk about it.”

As for the use of “bullhooks,” a pronged stick that’s the focus of People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals’ complaints about Carson & Barnes elephant handling, Peterson acknowledged that “we carry
them.”

Used properly, however, a bullhook “is a tool for guiding” the elephants and is used “only in an
emergency” to physically control the animals, he said.

“| put the whole tent up this morning without touching” Isla, Peterson said, “just by using vocal
commands.”

Peterson, who’s been enamored with circuses since he was an 8-year-old Milwaukee visitor to the Circus
World Museum in Baraboo, Wis., started working with circus elephants because a boyhood friend’s
family owned several.

Peterson said he later met his future wife, Melissa, when she was driving a horse-drawn circus coach at
the Circus World Museum. She and their three children — Allison, 10, D’Anna, 8, and D.J., 7 — travel
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with Peterson on the Carson & Barnes performance spring-through-fall circuit and are with him when he
and the elephants spend off-season months in the circus’ Hugo, Okla., headquarters.

He said he’s been with Carson & Barnes for five years and worked with the Ringling Brothers circus for
nine years before that.

Peterson, who declined to give his age, said elephants are the reason he made circus work a career and
are why he’s still in it.

“If it wasn’t for the elephants, 1’d probably be flipping burgers at a McDonald’s or something,” Peterson
said.

For him, the circus “is not the show; it’s not the glamour. It’s the elephants.”

John Fryar can be reached at 303-684-5211 or jfryar@times-call.com.
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