Maymester Syllabus—SOCY 3001 Classical Theory

Dr. Isaac Reed

Office Hours: Wednesdays 1-3, Ketchum 207A 

Welcome to classical theory! In this class you will learn the basics of one of the most powerful forms of modern thought: social theory. Along with artistic pursuits—such as literature and film—and natural scientific knowledge, social theory is one of the most fundamental ways we have for thinking about the world. It will provide you with the tools to think about what it means to live in a modern society, to understand historical and current events in a deep way, and to consider carefully arguments about economics, politics, and culture. 

The structure of this maymester course is as follows: Each day will be divided into 3 class periods of about 50-55 mins in length, with 10 minute breaks in between them. The lecture periods will be led by me, but should include discussion and questions from you, so that we can all work on the material together.  The small-group sessions are designed to help you come to a deeper understanding of the assigned reading. These will usually involve worksheets that are graded on a scale of 0 to 2.

On the first two fridays, there will be only one lecture/discussion period, followed by a short study/review session, followed by a blue book test, which will take about 1 hour and 30 minutes. 

On the last Friday, there will be a two-part exam with a break in between. The first part will cover week three, the second part will be a cumulative exam covering the whole course.

All reading listed in the class schedule is required! 

COURSE POLICIES

1. All cell phones off, no sleeping, talking, or reading the newspaper (or anything else distracting). Participation in such behavior will result in being asked to leave class.

2. No laptops in class, unless you have a documented disability that requires you to use one. TAKE NOTES BY HAND. LECTURE/DISCUSSION NOTES WILL NOT BE POSTED ONLINE OR ANYWHERE ELSE.

NOTE: If you have a disability that requires special accommodations, contact me about this during the first two weeks of the semester. Further information can be obtained from the Office of Disability Services, 492-8671; <www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices>

3. You are responsible for material covered in class even if you weren’t there; get the notes from one of your colleagues. 

NOTE: Material covered in class and material in the readings are not exactly the same; you may be asked questions on the exams concerning ideas discussed in class, as well as questions on the reading.

GRADING:

--3 tests; Each test is worth 20% of your grade

--1 final exam for 20% of your grade

--Your worksheets, which each of you must fill out individually even though you work in groups, for 20% of your grade

--If you participate consistently, actively, and intelligently in class, your final grade may go up a little bit, at the professors discretion. However, if you lobby for your grade to go up for this reason, it will not go up.

--You are allowed to miss 1 DAY of class for an excused or unexcused absence. DO NOT come to me with excuses, explanations, or anything else. Beyond your 1 allowed absence, absences will count against your final grade.  Whatever graded work you miss on that day of class CANNOT be made up.

Required books, available for Purchase at the CU Bookstore:

Karl Marx and Frederich Engels. The Communist Manifesto: A Modern Edition. Verso. 1998. ISBN: 1859848982

Max Weber. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. Dover. 2003. ISBN: 048642703X

W.E.B. Du Bois. The Souls of Black Folk. Dover (New Unabridged Edition). 1994. ISBN: 0486280411

Charlotte Perkins Gilman. The Man-Made World: or Our Androcentric Culture. BiblioBazaar. 2007. ISBN: 1434660567

CLASS SCHEDULE

Monday May 12

1. Introduction to Course: What is Modernity?

2. Course Policies, Short Readings from Marx, and Discussion

3. Lecture and Discussion: Early Marx I—Historical Materialism

READING MONDAY NIGHT: Communist Manifesto, pp. 31-50

Tuesday May 13

1. Lecture and Discussion: Early Marx II—Alienated Labor

2. Small-Group Exercise:  Understanding the Communist Manifesto I

3. Lecture and Discussion: Later Marx I: Surplus Value

READING TUESDAY NIGHT: Communist Manifesto, pp. 50-77

Wednesday May 14

1. Lecture and Discussion: Later Marx II: Commodity Fetishism and Contemporary Capitalism

2. Small-Group Exercise: Understanding the Communist Manifesto II

3. Lecture and Discussion: Where is history going?

READING WEDNESDAY NIGHT: Charlotte Perkins Gilman, The Man-Made World, pp. 9-50

Thursday May 15 

1. Lecture and Discussion: Feminism and historical materialism 

2. Lecture and Discussion: Nature, Culture, Gender

3. Small-Group Exercise: Understanding Gilman

READING THURSDAY NIGHT: Charlotte Perkins Gilman, The Man-Made World, pp. 60-90

Friday May 16 

1. Lecture and Discussion: Gender and Labor

2. Exam Review: Study Groups (30 mins)

3. TEST 1

READING FOR THE WEEKEND: Emile Durkheim, “What is a Social Fact?,” pp. 50-59

Monday May 19

1. Lecture and discussion: The Social Contract and Solidarity

2. Small Group Exercise: Understanding Durkheim’s idea of “Social Facts”

3. Lecture and Discussion: Do we need society?

READING FOR MONDAY NIGHT: Emile Durkheim, “Introduction” and “Chapter 1” in The Elementary Forms of Religious Life, pp. 3-46

Tuesday May 20

1. Lecture and Discussion: The Social Role of Religion

2. Small Group Exercise: Understanding Durkheim on “Representations”

3. Lecture and Discussion: The cultural basis of social solidarity

READING FOR TUESDAY NIGHT: Emile Durkheim, “Chapter 7” in The Elementary Forms of Religious Life, pp. 153-182

Wednesday May 21

1. Lecture and Discussion: Religion and Society Reconsidered

2. Small Group Exercise: Understanding Durkheim’s Theories of Religion and Culture

3. Lecture and Discussion: Culture and Power (Solidarity Reconsidered)

READING FOR WEDNESDAY NIGHT: W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, “The Forethought,” “Chapter 1,” “Chapter 2.”

Thursday May 22 

1. Lecture and Discussion: Race and American history

2. Small Group Exercise: Understanding DuBois

3. Lecture and Discussion: Race and Modernity

READING FOR THURSDAY NIGHT: W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, “Of the Training of Black Men,” “Of the Faith of the Fathers”

Friday May 23 

 1. Lecture and Discussion:  DuBois

2. Study Groups (30 mins)

3. TEST 2 

READING FOR THE WEEKEND: Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Chapters 1 & 2

Monday May 26

1. Lecture and Discussion: Weber and the varieties of social power

2. Small Group Exercise: Understanding Weber and Du Bois together

3. Lecture and Discussion: Weber’s types of authority

READING FOR MONDAY NIGHT:  Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Chapter 3

Tuesday May 27

1. Lecture and Discussion: Weber and “Rationalization”

2. Small Group Exercise: Reading Weber on the “Occident”

3. Lecture and Discussion: Capitalism in the West: Other explanations

READING FOR TUESDAY NIGHT: Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Chapter 4

Wednesday May 28

1. Lecture and Discussion: Understanding the spirit of capitalism

2. Small Group Exercise:  Weber and Benjamin Franklin

3. Lecture and Discussion: 

READING FOR WEDNESDAY NIGHT: Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Chapter 5

Thursday May 29

1. Lecture and Discussion: Weber and Modernity

2. Exam review sheet/Work in small groups

Friday May 30

1. Test 3

2. FINAL EXAM

