

SOCIOLOGY 4014: CRIMINOLOGY

Syllabus

Instructor: Dawn Stanley

Email: stanleyd@colorado.edu OR ms.thalia@gmail.com

Class Meetings: 12:45 – 2:20p Monday – Friday, July 8 – August 8

Class Location: Ketchum 235

Office hours: 2:30 – 3:15p T & W and by appt. in Ketchum 409

Required Texts: Alan Elsner, Gates of Injustice



  Readings on CULearn

This syllabus is subject to modification.  Changes will be announced in class.

Course Information

Course Description


Scientifically studies criminal behavior with special attention given to development of criminal law and its use to define crime, causes of law violation, and methods used to control criminal behavior.

Course Objectives


Over the course of the summer, you will learn the following:

1. An understanding of the sociological study of crime, including: theories of crime, measures of crime, and the development of certain types of criminal law.  You will also learn to critically evaluate theories of crime/punishment, laws, and policies related to crime and how to present the results of your evaluation.

2. To compare media representations of crime with the crimes’ actual prevalence in society and to “decode” messages about crime, criminals, the police, etc. in media.

3. About the criminal justice system, specifically the federal court system and the Supreme Court, jury duty, and bail.

4. Why we punish, how we punish, and how other countries punish offenders.  We will examine prisons in depth.

5. Finally, you will have the chance to develop skills that may be useful in the work force: working in groups, preparing memos and presentations, and identifying useful sources of information.

Expectations

1) Attendance is NOT mandatory, however there are NO make-ups for missed in-class assignments. 

2) You will have readings assigned for every class – it is vital that you do not fall behind on the readings.  The entire class is based on discussion, group work, and activities – we all need you to have done the reading for this class to work and be a useful learning experience. 

3) Students DO NOT need to bring print-outs of readings to class.

4) Students MUST bring paper and pen to class, even if they choose to take notes on their laptops.

5) DO NOT arrive late or expect to leave early.  It disrupts the learning of your classmates.  Students who arrive late consistently will be asked not to attend class until they can guarantee they can arrive on time.  Announcements made at the beginning of class will not be repeated, nor will they always be posted to CULearn.

6) Because sociologists often study “sensitive” subjects (ex: racism, homophobia, delinquency, etc.), it is EXTREMELY important to be respectful of each other when discussing these matters.  Diverse opinions, even controversial ones, are welcome; incivility toward each other will not be tolerated.  Remember, we critique IDEAS not people.

7) Cell phones, pagers, etc. must be turned off during class time, unless your profession requires you to leave it on.  In that case, notify me ASAP.

8) Side conversations WILL NOT be tolerated.  The first time a student is asked to discontinue a side conversation will result in a warning.  The second time and any subsequent time throughout the semester will result in immediate dismissal from class.  Dismissed students are solely responsible for any missed material.

9) Late assignments will NOT be accepted.  Note that CULearn will not accept assignments past the posted deadline. 

10) Please review the course schedule ASAP.  If you have conflicts between religious observances and course examinations or assignments, let Dawn know by July 11.

11) The University of Colorado at Boulder has a classroom behavior policy: http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html.  Students and the instructor are expected to adhere to this policy.

12) If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to Dawn a letter from Disability Services (DS) early in the semester (by July 11) so that your needs may be addressed.  DS determines accommodations based on documented disabilities.  They are located in Willard 322, 303.492.8671 or www.colorado.edu/sacs/disabilityservices
13) The University of Colorado at Boulder has a policy on Sexual Harassment that applies to all students, staff, and faculty.  Sexual harassment is unwelcome sexual attention.  It can involve intimidation, threats, coercion, or promises that create an environment that is hostile or offensive.  Harassment may occur between members of the same or opposite gender and between any combination of members in the campus community: students, faculty, staff, and administrators.  Harassment can occur anywhere on campus, including the classroom, the workplace, or a residence hall.  Any student, staff, or faculty member who believes s/he has been sexually harassed should contact the Office of Sexual Harassment (OSH) at 303.492.2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303.492.5550.  Information about the OSH and the campus resources available to assist individuals who believe they have been sexually harassed can be obtained at: http://www.colorado.edu/odh/
Evaluation

Your grade will be calculated based on the assignments listed below.  Your grade will always be available on CULearn.

Assignment
Date Due
Points Available
% of Final Grade

In-Class Assignments
TBA
100
10%

Exams (3 highest grades)

600
60%

     Exam 1
July 18
(200)


     Exam 2
July 25
(200)


     Exam 3
August 1
(200)


     Exam 4
August 8
(200)


Theory & Crime Assignment
July 30
200
20%

Participation on CULearn
Friday by 10a.
100
10%

In-Class Assignments: There will be at least 1 per week of class (and possibly more than 1 per week).  Your score will be calculated using the 5 highest grades out of the possible grades.  The format of in-class assignments is at the discretion of the instructor, and possibilities include (but are not limited to): crossword puzzles, multiple choice questions, short answer questions, and group assignments.

Exams: Exams will be a mix of multiple choice, short answer, matching, and essay questions.  You will complete your exams on CULearn (so you do not need to come to class on the exam dates listed above).  Exams will be available on CULearn on Fridays from 8a – 6p.  Once you begin an exam on CULearn, you will have 3 hours to complete it (though exams are written to last approximately 1.5 hours).  You may use your readings, lecture notes, the internet, etc. when taking exams.  Your score will be calculated using your 3 highest exam grades.  You may choose to skip an exam if you wish.

Theory & Crime Assignment: You will analyze a crime news story by applying one theory of crime.  Details of the assignment will be on CULearn.  The paper is due Weds. 7/30.

Participation on CULearn: You will be expected to post a comment to the CULearn Discussion Board once per week of class (each comment is worth 20 points).  Comments should be no longer than 4 sentences, and should address class material.  More guidelines are on CULearn.

CULearn

Please check the following sections of CULearn regularly:

Calendar
Announcements
Learning Modules

Assignments
Grade Book
Web Links

Discussion Board



