SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN THE U.S.
Socy 3141
MWF 9:00-9:50am, Hellems 141
Name: Marc Eaton




Mailbox: Ketchum 220 
Phone: 303-957-6507




Office: Ketchum 35
E-mail: marc.eaton@colorado.edu 


Office Hours: M 10:00am-11:30am










W 12:00pm-1:30pm
Classmate Contact Information:

Name: ____________________________   E-mail: __________________________________

Name: ____________________________   E-mail: __________________________________ 

Required Text:
Goodwin, Jeff and James M. Jasper (eds.). 2003. The Social Movements Reader: Cases and Concepts. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing Co.
Course Overview:

Social movements are evidence for the human capacity to change the course of history.  Our lives have already been shaped by the movements of the past, and will continue to be changed by the movements of the present and future.  Our goal is to understand how this change takes place and how we may be active participants in this world-changing process of social and political activism.  With this goal in mind, I have divided the course into two distinct but complimentary sections:

Section #1- Building Up Your Toolkit: During the first two-thirds of the course, we will build up a complex conceptual understanding of social movements in general.  This will allow you to look at movements from multiple perspectives, and will help you have a better historical understanding of significant social movements in the United States.

Section #2- Using Your Tools: During the final one-third of the course, you will use the tools you have gathered to produce a complex portrait of one social movement of your choosing.  This gives you the chance to put your knowledge into action in a way that helps you learn more about something that particularly interests you. 
Course Goals:
1) To provide you with a sociological understanding of the causes, processes, and outcomes of political social movements. 
2) To familiarize you with some of the most influential social movements in recent United States history.
3) To give you the tools you need to critically analyze social movements, in particular, and the world around you, more generally.
Behavior Guidelines:
· Complete assigned readings by the date they are listed on the course schedule.

· Arrive to class on time, and stay for the entire class period.  
· If you need to leave early, please let me know before class and sit near the exit.

· No text messaging in class!
· Use laptops for class-related purposes only.

· Do not engage in side conversations, listen to music, or read materials not related to this class while in the classroom.
Assignments and Grading:

The assignments and course requirements are all directed toward helping you achieve a broad understanding of movements in general and detailed knowledge of one movement in particular.
1. Exams: 80pts. Two multiple-choice exams worth 40pts. each, administered roughly at the first and second “trimester” of the course. No final exam, and the second exam will not be cumulative.

2. Film Reviews: 40pts. We will watch five videos in this class, and you are responsible for turning in reviews of four of these films.  Each review will be worth 10pts.  You can choose which four you wish to review.  Each review must briefly summarize the main points of the video and place it in the context of the reading and lecture material for that week.  You may turn in reviews for all five videos and earn up to 10pts. extra credit.
3. Assignments: 45pts. You will be required to turn in three assignments during the semester: a project proposal (5pts.), a paper on framing and rhetoric (20pts.), and a book review (20pts.).  Each of these assignments will be related to the movement that you decide to research for the semester, and all except the project proposal will be included in your portfolio.  

4. Presentation: 23pts. The final three weeks of the class are dedicated to presentations.  Each person is required to do a 7-9min. presentation in front of the class about his/her project.  This presentation will relate the movement you chose to research to class concepts.
5. Attendance: 7pts. I will be taking attendance each class period during the last three weeks of the semester, when you will be presenting.  There are seven class periods dedicated to presentations, and I will award 1pt. for each day you attend.  

6. Movement Portfolio: 65pts. This portfolio is the culmination of your research and coursework during the entire semester.  It will consist of a 1” to 1 ½” 3-ring binder containing the following: 1) a 7-8 page analytical essay; 2) your framing and rhetoric paper; 3) your book review; and 4) photos, news clippings, music, bumper stickers, pins, and/or other items that make your portfolio interesting and relate to your movement.  The 65pt. total for the portfolio includes 50pts. for the analytical essay and 15pts. for the quality of your portfolio, including attention to artistic detail and whether all of the necessary elements are included.
Total Points Possible: 80+40+45+23+7+65=260pts. possible




B+= 232-225
   C+= 207-200       D+= 181-175
F=154-0
A  = 260-242
B  = 224-216
   C  = 199-191       D  = 174-165
A-= 241-233
B-= 215-208
   C-= 190-182        D-= 164-155
Grading Policies:

Absences: I will only take attendance during the final three weeks of the course.  As a general rule throughout the semester, however, you will not be able to make up attendance, assignment, or exam points lost due to your absence unless you provide documentation verifying that you missed class due to an illness or emergency.  
Making Up Videos: In cases of documented illness or emergency, you are responsible for accessing and watching the video within one week of the date we finished the video in class (including weekends).  From the date you watch the video, you will have the same amount of time to turn in your film review as was given to everyone else in the class.
Making Up Exams: In cases of documented illness or emergency that result in you missing an exam, you are responsible for contacting me to set up a time to take the exam, and you must make up the exam prior to the date I return the graded exams to your classmates.
Late Policy:  Assignments turned in after the class period in which they are due will have their final grades lowered by 10% for each day they are late.  An assignment will be marked down 5% if it is turned in later on the same day that it is due.  Assignments that are turned in three days or more after the due date (including weekends) will receive no points.  If you are absent the day an assignment is due, you must e-mail me a copy before the beginning of class that day so I know you finished the assignment on time.  A paper copy of the assignment must be turned in at the next class period.
Illness/Emergencies:  If you are ill or have a personal or family emergency, please contact me ASAP to inform me of the situation.  Without proper documentation you will not be able to make up the points lost.  “Proper documentation” includes doctor’s notes, letters from coaches or activities directors, legal documentation, and other similar documents.  Documentation can be accepted or rejected at my discretion.
Grading Concerns:  I am willing to re-examine your grade as long as you meet with me within one week of receiving the grade in question and have specific questions about the grade.  All grades are final one week after the date I hand back the graded material.
Disability Statement:
If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to me documentation from Disability Services by the end of the third week of classes so that your needs are addressed.  Contact: 303-492-8671, Willard 322, and http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices 
Accommodation for Religious Observances:
Please notify me ASAP if you recognize any conflict with test dates, assignment due dates, and/or class attendance that will occur as the result of religious observances.  Notification must be made no later than two weeks prior to the date of conflict so that you and I have time to make other arrangements. 
Honor Code:
All incidents of academic misconduct will be reported to the Honor Code Council.  The Honor Code can be found at http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/.
Sexual Harassment Statement:
Any student who believes s/he has been sexually harassed should contact the Office of Sexual Harassment (OSH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  Information about the OSH and the campus resources available to assist individuals who believe they have been sexually harassed can be obtained at: http://www.colorado.edu/sexualharassment/
SCHEDULE OF READINGS & ASSIGNMENTS: (Must be read by dates listed.)
************************************************************************

WEEK 1: Introduction to the Course; Basic Concepts; Mass Society Theory ************************************************************************

Monday, January 14th 
* TOPIC: Introductions and Overview of Syllabus
Wednesday, January 16th 
* TOPIC: Basic Concepts in Social Movement Research
Read: Ch. 1: Editor’s Introduction (Goodwin & Jasper)
Friday, January 18th 
* TOPIC: Collective Behavior and Mass Society Theory
Read: No reading

************************************************************************

WEEK 2:  Social Movement Theories
************************************************************************

Monday, January 21st 
NO CLASS- MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY
Wednesday, January 23rd  
* TOPIC: Relative Deprivation Theory
Read: Ch. 2: The Civil Rights Movement (Blumberg)
Friday, January 25th  
* TOPIC: Rational Choice and Resource Mobilization Theories 
Read: Ch. 16: Social Movement Organizations (McCarthy & Zald)
** Note: read ch.16 only halfway through p.176, not the entire chapter
************************************************************************

WEEK 3: Political Process/Opportunity Theory; Focus on Civil Rights Movement

************************************************************************
Monday, January 28th  
Project Proposal Assignment Due

* TOPIC: Political Process/Opportunity Theory
Read: Ch. 6: Recruits to Civil Rights Activism (McAdam)
Wednesday, January 30th  
* TOPIC: The Civil Rights Movement
In-Class Video: “Freedom on My Mind”
Read: Ch. 21: Tactical Innovation in the Civil Rights Movement (Morris)
Friday, February 1st 
* TOPIC: The Civil Rights Movement

In-Class Video: “Freedom on My Mind”
Read: Martin Luther King, Jr. Biography
************************************************************************

WEEK 4: Emotions and Collective Identity in Social Movements
************************************************************************

Monday, February 4th 
* TOPIC: Emotions in Movements
Read: Ch. 15: The Emotions of Protest (Jasper)
Wednesday, February 6th 
Film Review #1 Due

* TOPIC: Constructing Collective Identity
Read: Ch. 4: The Gay Liberation Movement (D’Emilio)
Friday, February 8th 
* TOPIC: Strategic Use of Collective Identity; In-class Activity
 Read:Ch. 22: Strategic Uses of Identity by the Lesbian & Gay Movement (Bernstein)

************************************************************************

WEEK 5: Focus on Gay Liberation Movement ************************************************************************

Monday, February 11th  
* TOPIC: The Gay Liberation Movement
In-Class Video: “The Times of Harvey Milk”

Read: No reading

Wednesday, February 13th 
* TOPIC: The Gay Liberation Movement

In-Class Video: “The Times of Harvey Milk”

Read: No reading

Friday, February 15th 
* TOPIC: Discussion about the Gay Liberation Movement
Read: Ch. 30: The Dilemmas of Identity Politics (Gamson)

************************************************************************

WEEK 6: Social Networks; Focus on Second Wave Feminist Movement ************************************************************************
Monday, February 18th  
* TOPIC: The Importance of Social Networks

Read: Ch. 3: The Women’s Movement (Freeman)
Wednesday, February 20th    
Film Review #2 Due

* TOPIC: Sustaining Social Networks
Read: Article: “Social Movement Continuity: The Women’s Movement in Abeyance” (Taylor)

** Note: I will make this reading available on the CU Learn website.
Friday, February 22nd 
* TOPIC: The ‘Second Wave’ Feminist Movement

In-Class Video: “Step By Step: Building a Feminist Movement”

Read: Betty Freidan Biography

************************************************************************

WEEK 7: Online Social Networks; Exam #1 ************************************************************************

Monday, February 25th 
* TOPIC: Online Social Networks

Read: No Reading

** Note: This class period we will meet in a computer lab for an activity.
Wednesday, February 27th 
Film Review #3 Due

IN-CLASS REVIEW FOR EXAM #1 
Friday, February 29th 
EXAM #1

************************************************************************

WEEK 8: Ideology and Framing in Movements
************************************************************************
Monday, March 3rd   
* TOPIC: The Role of Ideology in Movements
Read: Ch. 13: Worldviews of Pro- and Anti-Abortion Activists (Luker)

Wednesday, March 5th  
* TOPIC: Framing and Rhetoric in Movements (Day 1)
Read: Article: “Vilification and Social Movements: A Case Study of Pro-Life and Pro-Choice Rhetoric” (Vanderford)
** Note: I will make this reading available on the CU Learn website.
Friday, March 7th 
* TOPIC: Framing and Rhetoric in Movements (Day 2)

Read: Article: “Movements and Media as Interacting Systems” (Gamson & Wolfsfeld)
** Note: I will make this reading available on the CU Learn website.
************************************************************************

WEEK 9: Narrative in Movements; Focus on 1960s-70s Student Movement
************************************************************************

Monday, March 10th 
* TOPIC: Narrative in Social Movements

Read: Stories of Change, Ch. 3: “Controlling Narratives and Narratives as Control Within Social Movements” (Benford)
** Note: I will make this reading available on the CU Learn website.
Wednesday, March 12th  
* TOPIC: The 1960s-70s Student Movement

In-class Video: “The Weather Underground”

Read: No reading
Friday, March 14th 
Framing and Rhetoric Assignment Due

* TOPIC: The 1960s-70s Student Movement

In-class Video: “The Weather Underground”

Read: No reading
************************************************************************

WEEK 10: Movement/Countermovement Dynamics; Protest Tactics ************************************************************************

Monday, Mach 17th 
* TOPIC: Movements and Countermovements
Read: Ch. 9: “Christian Patriots” (Aho)

Wednesday, March 19th 
Film Review #4 Due

* TOPIC: Traditional Protest Tactics

Read: Ch. 20: Protest Tactics (Alinsky) 

Friday, March 21st 
* TOPIC: Online Protest Tactics and Transnational Activism

Read: Article: “The Internet and the WTO Protests” (Eagleton-Pierce)
** Note: I will make this reading available on the CU Learn website.
************************************************************************

WEEK 11: Spring Break ************************************************************************

Monday, March 24th – Friday, March 28th 
NO CLASS- SPRING BREAK

************************************************************************

WEEK 12: Leadership and Art in Movements; Focus on Chicano Movement
************************************************************************
Monday, March 31st 
* TOPIC: Leadership and Strategy in Movements

Read: Ch. 26: Another Look at Farmworker Mobilization (Ganz)
Wednesday, April 2nd 
* TOPIC: Use of Artistic Expression by Movements

Read: Music and Social Movements, Ch. 5: “Politics and Music in the 1960s” (Eyerman & Jamison)

** Note: I will make this reading available on the CU Learn website.
Friday, April 4th 
* TOPIC: The Chicano Farmworkers Movement

In-Class Video: “Chicano! Episode #2- The Struggle for the Fields”
Read: Cesar Chavez Biography
************************************************************************

WEEK 13: Social Movement Outcomes; Exam #2
************************************************************************

Monday, April 7th  
* TOPIC: Social Movement Outcomes
Read: Ch. 31: Defining Movement “Success” (Gamson)
Wednesday, April 9th 
Film Review #5 Due

IN-CLASS REVIEW FOR EXAM #2

Friday, April 11th 
EXAM #2
************************************************************************

WEEK 14: Round #1 of Presentations
************************************************************************

Monday, April 14th 
* Presenters 1-3
Wednesday, April 16th 
* Presenters 4-6
Friday, April 18th  
* Presenters 7-9
************************************************************************

WEEK 15: Round #2 of Presentations
************************************************************************

Monday, April 21st   
Book Review Assignment Due
* Presenters 10-12
Wednesday, April 23rd 
* Presenters 13-15
Friday, April 25th 
* Presenters 16-18
************************************************************************

WEEK 16: Round #3 of Presentations
************************************************************************

Monday, April 28th   
* Presenters 19-21
Wednesday, April 30th   
* Presentation Make-up Day (if necessary)
Friday, May 2nd  
Turn in portfolio during regular class time 
This syllabus is subject to change.
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