Sociology 4084

American Criminal Justice System
Spring 2008
Professor Sara Steen

Email address: steen@colorado.edu

Office information:  Ketchum 205; 303-735-6658

Office hours: Tuesdays 10:30-12:30, or by appointment

“Punishment puzzles us and disappoints our expectations because we have tried to convert a deeply social issue into a technical task for specialist institutions.” 
--David Garland, 1991:  1
“Crime control strategies and criminological ideas are not adopted because they are known to solve problems.  The evidence runs out well before their effects can be known with certainty.  They are adopted and they succeed because they characterize problems and identify solutions in ways that fit with the dominant culture 
and the power structure upon which it rests.”

--David Garland, 2001: 26

“Punishment can be seen to reflect our understanding and our values, and is therefore regulated by standards people apply every day for what is and what is not possible to do to others.  So the question for each of us is:  would it be in accordance with my general set of values to live in a state which represented me in this particular way?”

--Nils Christie, 1994: 185-6

Course objectives

This is a course about how we characterize the crime problem in the United States and how that affects the crime control strategies we adopt.  Over the course of the semester, we will talk about the current state of punishment in America, focusing on the questions of how we got here and what choices lay ahead.  My primary learning objective for you is that you leave the course recognizing that the way a society responds to crime is a choice, and that any particular strategy rests upon certain assumptions about the causes of crime and the purposes of responding to crime.  My hope is that this course will help you become more willing and better able to assess policy choices we make as a society about how to respond to crime.

Course meetings

This class is scheduled to meet Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:00 – 3:15.  Attendance is not required, though I suspect that you will be much more successful in the class if you attend regularly and participate in class discussions.  Please arrive on time, as tardiness disrupts the learning of others who arrive on time.  
Course readings

The following books are available at the University Bookstore:
Cole, David.  1999.  No Equal Justice
Gonnerman, Jennifer.  2004.  Life on the Outside
Hallinan, Joseph T.  2001.  Going Up the River
Additional required readings are available at the course CULearn website, which you can access through CUConnect at https://cuconnect.colorado.edu.  Please see me if you have any trouble accessing the site.  Please let me know throughout the course of the semester if you have trouble reading the online readings (print too small, blurry, etc.) so that I can remedy the situation.
Course requirements

Readings:  All readings should be completed by class time on the date listed on the syllabus.  Between the books and the web readings, you should expect to read between 60 and 100 pages per week.  
Reading journals:  To participate effectively, you must read and reflect on the assigned material, and come to class prepared to discuss the material.  To achieve these goals, I will ask you to maintain a reading journal throughout the course of the semester.  The two things you should be demonstrating in all your journal entries are that you understand the main points of the assigned reading, and that you have given them some thought.  I will not hand out specific questions or issues you must address in your journals; rather, I hope you will use the journal to focus on the issues of particular interest to you.  You can also use the journals to note points of confusion that you would like me to address in class. You should purchase a separate notebook for your journal.  If you prefer to type your reading journal entries, please purchase a folder to keep all of your entries together.  
I will collect journals from approximately ten students each Tuesday, so you should bring your journal to class EVERY TUESDAY.  You may turn your journal in up to two days late (by class time on Thursday), but late journals will be graded down (see below).  However, while each journal will be collected four times, only three of these will count toward your final grade (you can drop your lowest grade).  Reading journal assignments are cumulative, so even if your journal is not collected for several weeks, you will be graded on the assignments for those weeks when your journal is collected.  To grade the journals, I will use a five point grading system, as follows:
**5 points:  Work that exceeds expectations, indicating strongly engaged, high-quality thinking or exploration

4 points:  Work that meets expectations, follows the assignment 

3 points:  Work that almost meets expectations (e.g., almost all journal assignments are completed but one week’s assignment is incomplete or student clearly misunderstands the author’s argument)

2 points:  Work that does not meet basic expectations (is incomplete) or work that is turned in late (up to one class period)

1 point:  Work that does not meet basic expectations (in incomplete) and is turned in late (up to one class period)

Finally, reading journals must be handed in by you.  Giving your journal to another student to turn in will be considered a violation of the honor code for both students involved and will be handled accordingly

Field observation project and reflection paper:  Each of you will participate in a project outside of the classroom in which you observe people working in the juvenile or criminal justice system.  I will provide a number of choices of possible sites for these observations.  You may not use a personal experience with the criminal justice system as your observation.  After you have done your observations, you will write a 3-5 page reflection paper about your experience in which you describe what you observed and reflect on how your observation enhanced your understanding of course material.  Additional guidelines will be handed out during the second week of class.
Exams:  There will be two exams in this course (a midterm and a final).  Each exam will include short answer and essay questions.  
Participation:  You will receive a grade for your participation in class.  Given the large class size, this is not a major part of your grade, but it allows me to acknowledge individual students who make a special effort to actively engage with the course material.  There are a number of ways to do this.  Participation includes not only answering questions during class, but also asking critical questions, bringing relevant articles to class, emailing me when you see a movie that is relevant to class, or coming to my office hours to discuss the course material.  
Extra credit:  You can receive extra credit for doing up to two application assignments in which you connect class material to something not directly discussed in class or the readings.  An application assignment requires either a five minute in-class presentation or a two page paper.  There are many possibilities for these assignments—for example, you could find a relevant newspaper article and discuss how it relates to course material, talk or write about how course themes are reflected in a movie you saw, or look into Colorado laws to see how Colorado deals with some of the issues we discuss in class.  

For an application presentation, you should email me by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday if you want to do a presentation the following week.  I will look at the schedule and let you know whether you will present on Tuesday or Thursday.  We can have up to three application presentations a week.  When we get to the end of the semester, it will be first come first served (because of grade anxiety at the end of the term, it is possible that some people who want to do presentations will not be able to because of time constraints; in that case, you can always write a paper instead).  Each application assignment is worth up to 2% of your final grade, and you can do up to two.  

You can also get extra credit by coming to talk to me for five minutes sometime in the first month of class (no later than February 12th).  All this entails is coming to see me (preferably during office hours, but you can also schedule an appointment) to tell me a little bit about yourself and what your interests are in taking the class.  You can get 1% of extra credit by doing this very simple task.  In total, you can get up to 5% of your grade through extra credit.
Grading

Your grade for this course will be based on satisfactory completion of the required tasks; you decide for yourself how hard you want to work.  The grade you earn does not depend on how well you do in comparison to others in the class.  Your grade will be based on the following components:

Reading journal



30%


Field observation reflection paper

15%

Midterm Exam 



20%

Final Exam 




30%

Class participation



 5%

Extra credit



Up to 
 5%
If you are particularly concerned about your grade in this class for any reason (athletics, scholarships, academic probation, etc.), I STRONGLY advise that you schedule an appointment to talk with me towards the middle of the semester so that we can touch base about your grades thus far and talk about strategies for improving your performance if you are not doing as well as you need to be.  Please don’t wait until the end of the semester when it will be too late for me to work with you on improving your performance.  

Course expectations and policies 
Classroom etiquette:  Please refrain from engaging in conversations with your neighbors during class, as this can be quite disruptive to those around you.  If you choose to use a laptop for notetaking during class, please refrain from opening other documents, surfing the web, or doing email, as these activities can also be disruptive to other students.  Please remember to turn off your cell phones before class begins.  

Email policy:  If you contact me via email, you must put “4084” in the subject line so that I can identify student emails and respond to them in a timely manner.  If you do not use this subject line, I cannot guarantee a response to your email.  Approximately 80% of the email I receive is spam, and your email is likely to be inadvertently deleted if I cannot identify it by the subject line.  In general, you can expect email responses within 48 working hours of receipt.  If you need an urgent response, you should talk to me after class or during my office hours, and/or check the course website (CULearn) to see if what you need is available there.  Please note that university policy prohibits the discussion of student grades via email, so please do not email me with questions about your grade.  This policy is intended to protect you; your grade is a private matter, and email is a public forum.  The first place to go if you have questions about your grade in the course is to CULearn—I will post all of your grades there so that you have an easy way to keep track of your progress in the course.  If you wish to discuss your grade, please come to office hours or make an appointment.

Assignment policies:  All assignments must be submitted on time and in person.  I will neither accept nor acknowledge assignments submitted via email, left in my mailbox, or placed under my office door.  If you need extra time to complete an assignment, please contact me in advance (at least one hour before class time) so that we can make a plan.  Without this prior arrangement, late work will not be accepted (with the exception of reading journals, which can be turned in up to one class period late with a grade penalty as noted above).  Make-up exams are not permitted except in the case of a family death or serious illness.  
Honor code:  All students are expected to adhere to the University of Colorado’s Honor Code. Please familiarize yourself with the provisions of the Honor Code.  If you have any questions about the Honor Code, please see me.

Special accommodations for… 
…Religious holidays:  The University of Colorado at Boulder has legal and moral obligations to accommodate all students who must be absent from classes or miss scheduled exams in order to observe religious holidays.  If you will be absent from class for a religious observance, you must notify me of any scheduling conflicts in writing by January 31st . 
…Learning disabilities:  If you have specific physical, psychiatric, or learning disabilities and require accommodations, please bring me a letter from Disability Services by January 31st so that your needs may be addressed.  Disability Services is located in Willard 322, and information is available at www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices.

…Student athletes:  If you are on an athletic team and will be missing classes, please get me a letter by January 31st.  It is your responsibility to look ahead on the syllabus and deal with any conflicts (e.g., scheduled assignments) prior to the conflicting activity.  Merely providing a letter to me does not mean that you have dealt with these conflicts—you are responsible for working with me to develop a plan to cover any absences.  

Daily Schedule of Topics and Assignments

	Date
	Topic
	Assigned reading
	Assignments due

	January 15
	Course introduction
	Syllabus
	

	January 17
	What is crime?  Why do definitions matter?
	
	

	January 22
	How do definitions of crime vary across time and place?
	Gusfield chapters (CULearn)
	

	January 24
	What is justice?  Why do we punish?
	
	

	January 29
	How do definitions of justice vary across time and place?
	Readings on the South Africa Truth and Justice Commission; Restorative justice (CULearn)
	Reading journals due (ALL)

	January 31
	Restorative justice
	
	Special accommodations letters due

	February 5
	Movie day: Long Night’s Journey Into Day
	Cole (pp. 1-62)
	

	February 7
	Movie discussion
	
	

	February 12
	What is the primary rationale for the criminal justice system in the U.S. today?  What does Cole argue it is?
	Cole (pp. 63-131)
	

	February 14
	Discussion of Cole
	
	

	February 19
	Why do we punish? Durkheim and Marx
	Cole (pp. 132-212)
	

	February 21
	How does the criminal justice system maintain racial inequality?  Critical race theory
	
	

	February 26
	Movie?
	Bogira (CULearn)
	

	February 28
	How does the criminal justice system work?  Bureaucracy and the courtroom workgroup
	
	

	March 4
	Exam review
	No reading
	

	March 6
	MIDTERM EXAM
	
	

	March 11
	The political landscape: Introduction to the war on drugs
	Rolling Stone article (CULearn); Gonerman (pp. viii-70)
	

	March 13
	Where we are today with the war on drugs
	
	

	March 18
	Rockefeller drug laws
	Gonerman (pp. 71-156)
	


	March 20
	Discussion of the war on drugs
	
	

	March 25
	NO CLASS (SPRING BREAK)
	
	

	March 27
	NO CLASS (SPRING BREAK)
	
	

	April 1
	Prisoner reentry
	Gonerman (pp. 157-270)
	

	April 3
	Movie:  “A Hard Straight”
	
	

	April 8
	Impact of the war on crime on criminal courts
	Hallinan, pp. xi-100
	

	April 10
	Impact of the war on crime on correctional institutions
	
	Field observation paper due

	April 15
	Prison privatization
	Hallinan, pp. 101-142, additional web reading
	

	April 17
	Class discussion
	
	

	April 22
	Supermax prisons
	Hallinan, pp. 143-224
	

	April 24
	Movie?
	
	

	April 29
	Contemporary issues in punishment
	No reading
	

	May 1
	Wrap-up and review
	
	

	May 3
4:30-7 p.m.
	
	
	FINAL EXAM


