Sociology 1004-001
Deviance in U.S. Society
Spring 2008
TR 8:00 AM - 9:15 AM

Benson Earth Sciences (BESC) 185
Instructor:
 
Brian Hawkins

Office:


Ketchum 35

E-mail: 


Brian.Hawkins@colorado.edu (this is the best way to contact me outside of class)

CULearn:   

https://culearn.colorado.edu/ or CUConnect https://cuconnect.colorado.edu
Office Hours: 

Tue 9:15 – 10:15, Thu 9:15 – 10:15, Fri 12:00 – 1:00, and by appointment
Classmate Information

Name:_______________________  Email:___________________________  Phone:_________________

Name:_______________________  Email:___________________________  Phone:_________________

Overview

The focus of this course is on deviance and the important role deviance plays in society.  Through the study of deviance, this course will also help provide: 1) a basic introduction to the science of sociology; 2) an understanding in particular of the social constructionist perspective within sociology; 3) an understanding of how to evaluate personal and public circumstances from a sociological perspective; 4) an understanding of how sociology complements psychological and biological perspectives on individual and group behavior.  Throughout the semester we will use various forms of media along with personal experiences to relate course material to the real world. We will also consider what role deviance can play in major social issues and social change.
This course is designed so that students earn credit through different abilities and efforts – attendance, paper-writing, exam-taking, personal experience and effort.  The format of this course is interactive, not merely sitting and writing notes.  We will have lectures and exams but we will also place considerable emphasis on writing, discussion, classroom activities and outside work.  To do well in this course you must get involved and stay involving - including keeping up with the readings and coming to class regularly - if you cannot do this then this course may not be a good choice for you.  As a student in this course you should expect to spend at least three hours per week outside of class for each hour in class.
Textbooks

Adler & Adler (eds.). 2009. Constructions of Deviance: Social Power, Context, and Interaction, 6th Edition. (be absolutely certain you have the new 6th edition as chapters in prior editions are substantially different and will not suffice for this course – also not the new custom 6th edition for Patti Adler’s sections)
Additional readings will be assigned and posted on CULearn or distributed in class.

Grading

Weekly Writing 

Weekly

  150   points   (10 points each)
Attendance

Daily

  150   points   (10 points each)
Media Examples

3 Pieces 
  
    90   points   (30 points each)

Midterm Exam 1

February 14
  150   points
Midterm Exam 2

March 20
  150   points
Final Paper/Portfolio


  200   points

Final Exam

May 7

  150   points
Total




1000   points   (1040 possible)
Course Assignments
In addition to reading you will be required to: a) participate in daily classroom and group discussions; b) complete 15 one-page writing assignments; c) submit 3 media examples - along with one-page explanations; d) take two midterm exams; e) take a final exam, and; f) submit a final course portfolio and paper (a group presentation can be substituted for the paper portion).  Even though there are 1040 points possible, grades are determined out of 1,000 points.  This provides students the leeway to miss up to 40 points worth of credit without it affecting their final grade.  There is otherwise no late work accepted and no excuses for absences.
Readings: all reading assignments listed in the class schedule are effectively due by noon on Monday for the week in which they are listed (with the exception of the first day of class).  All reading assignments are all-inclusive, first page to last, including introductory comments or conclusions, unless otherwise stated.  In addition to the readings listed in the initial version of the class schedule, there will be additional online readings posted.  It is the goal of this class that students will read on average 50 pages of material per week.  You will be expected to come to class familiar with the assigned material sufficient to complete the weekly writing assignment, actively engage in class discussion and possibly complete in-class work.
Writing Assignments: by noon the Monday before class meets you will be responsible for completing a short one-page paper related to the week’s readings.  You may turn an assignment in any time up to one week in advance of its date due.  Late assignments are not accepted – anything turned in after 12:00 p.m. Monday will receive a zero score.  The hardcopy of each assignment is to be one single-spaced typed page using Times New Roman 12 pt or equivalent font with 1” margins and be at least 400 words and no more than 600 words (1 page = 500 words).  The CULearn submission may be single or double-spaced with default browser fonts and margins.  Each assignment should clearly indicate your name, the course, the chapter(s) they concern and the week due.  These assignments will serve several purposes – to help you think more critically and in more detail about the reading material, to provide me information about your interests in order to help guide classroom discussion and to provide you notes and information to incorporate into your final paper.  In some cases I may ask you to print out your response for an assignment and bring it to class.  In any case you must accomplish three things with each assignment: 1) successfully post your assignment on CULearn; 2) successfully save a hardcopy of each assignment to include in the portfolio section of your final paper, and; 3) make notes about what you wrote in further reflection after additional reading, lecture and class discussion.  For each assignment you will be expected to spend approximately one active hour writing and expectations in terms of grading will be based on that level of effort.  Grading is in a three tier structure, full credit, half credit, or no credit.  For full credit your response must clearly respond to the assignment, follow any specific instructions given, show the level of effort expected, and demonstrate college level work.  Half credit will be awarded for poorly following the assignment, lacking the anticipated thought or effort in the assignment, or failing to demonstrate college level work.  No credit will be awarded for non-response, for a response that fails to accurately respond to the question, or a response that is so poorly written that it fails to communicate its intended meaning.  The default assignment, if no other instructions are given is to: 1) provide an extremely brief summary of the weeks readings – no more than one sentence per chapter; 2) choose one to three concepts from the readings and explain its/their significance; 3) analyze a personal experience or a media piece using the lens of this concept.  You should choose your material carefully as each writing assignment may become a valuable asset to you in your final portfolio/paper assignment.  I will post scores for the assignment in the student gradebook on CULearn so that students can see if they have received credit or not, or both.    Papers are each worth 10 points.  You will not receive a hardcopy or feedback from me for the weekly submissions other than your score on CULearn and any comments I elect to send if I feel students need feedback or deserve praise for outstanding work.
Media Examples: on three separate occasions and related to three separate sections of the textbook you are to seek out media examples that relate to and help illustrate a concept from the weeks readings that you feel is particularly important and is therefore a potential candidate for use in your final portfolio/paper.  You may submit segments/excerpts/clippings from movies, television shows, the Internet, newspapers, magazines or books (other than course texts).  The purpose of this assignment is twofold, to provide material for your final assignment and to provide media suggestions to me for incorporation into class meetings.  Each submission must include either a copy of the media itself, as in clippings or copies, or a link or source where the media can be easily obtained.  You may only make submissions for material that can be acquired and used for class meetings – therefore current release movies or television shows may not work for this assignment.  In order to provide me sufficient time to review the media submissions and to obtain them if chosen for use in class I need to receive them from you by 9:00 a.m. on the Sunday prior to the week in which the corresponding readings are listed in the course schedule.  Hardcopy media will need to be given to me the previous Thursday or placed in my mailbox no later than 2:30 p.m. the previous Friday. The submissions will consist of two components: 1) the one-page summary – which will follow the basic guidelines of the writing assignments, and; 2) the source or copy of the media itself.  There will be three discussion links posted on CULearn, one for each assignment; as with the writing assignments you are to post the assignment on CULearn and save a hardcopy.  The hardcopy of each assignment is to be one single-spaced typed page using Times New Roman 12 pt or equivalent font with 1” margins and be at least 400 words and no more than 600 words (1 page = 500 words).  The CULearn submission may be single or double-spaced with default browser fonts and margins.  Each assignment should clearly indicate your name, the course, the section and chapter(s) they concern.  Each write-up must include the following: 1) a brief summary of the media piece itself (less than one-half the total assignment length), and; 2) an explanation of how the media piece helps illustrate the particular concept you have chosen and how it could be used for class discussion and/or your portfolio/paper.  This assignment is worth three times the writing assignments as it is expected that you will put a proportionate amount of thought and effort into choosing your media pieces and explaining them.  Grading will be based on the quality, relevance and apparent effort of your submissions.
Attendance:  on a daily basis your presence in class will be recorded either by taking attendance or through in-class writing or activities.  In-class assignments must be completed in class for credit.  Each attendance is worth ten points toward your final grade and attendance is cumulatively worth 15% of your grade.  Attendance will not be recorded in CULearn until the end of the semester – therefore it will be your task to keep track of the number of absences you have from class.
Discussions: we will spend a significant portion of the semester in small group discussion, small group activities and classroom discussion.  Discussions will typically be based on the assigned readings for the week.  It is a goal of this course to make the topic real to you and interesting and the best way to accomplish this is through active participation.  You should understand that this will put more pressure on you as a student to read and learn on your own and to prepare for each class meeting.  You are expected to participate in our class meetings - though no points are directly awarded for doing so.  Please feel free at any time to contact me with suggestions for in-class activities.
Exams: there will be two midterm exams and a final – currently scheduled as multiple-choice scantron exams consisting of 30 questions each.  The exams are not cumulative!!!  The exams will be split, approximately equally, between material selected exclusively from the readings and points emphasized in class.  Each exam is worth 15% of your grade.  There are no makeup exams for this course – if you miss an exam without just cause, agreed to in advance with the instructor, and at the instructors discretion, you will receive a zero score.  Just causes will include major religious observances on the day of the exam, out-of-town games/meets for official CU sports teams, serious illnesses with doctor’s notes and family emergencies with two sources of confirmation.  If you miss an exam with just cause your grade will be averaged from the other two exams.  If two exams are missed, the second miss will receive a zero score regardless of cause and the first miss will be substituted with the remaining exam score.  There will be no other makeup options.  As an incentive to do well, if a student has earned 96% or more of the possible points in class at the time of the final exam, including the final paper, and communicates with me in advance, and receives from me in advance a written note verifying they have earned 96% or more of the possible points to date, then they will be exempted from the final exam and their final grade will be averaged from the first two exams.  In the case of any disputes or problems regarding this policy, the policy will automatically be revoked, all students will be required to take the final, all grades will be averaged including the final and any student failing to take the final will receive a zero on the exam.  
Final Portfolio/ Paper: the final portfolio/paper is worth 20% of your grade and is due April 22nd.  The portfolio/paper should consist of four parts: 1) the hardcopies of your weekly writing assignments; 2) your further comments and thoughts about your original submissions; 3) the write-ups for your three media pieces – plus a write-up for any new media piece you chose to base your paper on instead of one of the three you originally chose, and; 4) the five page final paper itself.  You will be graded on each component of the assignment as well as for the quality of the presentation of your portfolio/paper – you are expected to bind, title, and organize your portfolio.  Half of your grade will be for the presentation of your portfolio and for your further comments and thoughts about your original submissions and half will be for the final paper itself.  Your final paper should be as close as possible to five single-spaced typed pages using Times New Roman 12 pt or equivalent font with 1” margins.  Papers shorter than four pages or longer than six pages will be graded down by as much as 20%.  Your goal with the final paper is to choose one media piece and to critically analyze it using three concepts from course material you have previously written about.  In your paper you should: 1) identify the media piece you are using; 2) identify the three course concepts you are using; 3) write a clear thesis statement which allows you to write the remainder of your paper completely in support of and consistent with your thesis; 4) analyze the media piece using the three concepts you chose independent of each other; 5) compare and contrast the insights each concepts relative to one another; 6) summarize your findings in a clear and concise conclusion that is consistent with your thesis and the major points you make in your paper.  You may if you wish join with three to five other people and put together a professional presentation for the class in lieu of the paper portion of the final project.  If you choose this option there are specific rules I will ask you to abide by if you wish to do a project so you must contact me as a group no later than March 20th.  Further instructions, expectations and details about the final paper assignment will be posted on CULearn.
     Socy 1004-001 Deviance in U.S. Society – Class Schedule

	Week
	Tues
	Thurs
	Topic
	Reading Assignment
	Important Dates

	1
	January 15
	January 17
	Introduction
	Part I – Part I & Ch 1-2
	Jan. 14 – Session Begins

	2
	January 22
	January 24
	Defining Deviance
	Part I – Ch 3-5
	Jan. 23 – Add Deadline, Wait List Deadline

	3
	January 29
	January 31
	Studying Deviance
	Part III – Part III & Ch 12-14
	Jan. 30 – Drop Deadline

Feb. 01 – Add Deadline  without Dean

	4
	February 05
	February 07
	Theories of Deviance
	Part II – Part II & Ch 6-8
	

	5
	February 12
	February 14
	Theories of Deviance
	Part II – Ch 9-11
	February 14 – Exam 1

	6
	February 19
	February 21
	Constructing Deviance
	Part IV – Part IV & Ch 15-17
	Feb. 22 – Deadline to request alternate final if scheduled 3+ finals same day

	7
	February 26
	February 28
	Constructing Deviance
	Part IV – Ch 18-22
	Feb. 27 – Drop Deadline without Dean



	8
	March 04
	March 06
	Deviant Identity
	Part V – Part V & Ch 23-27
	

	9
	March 11
	March 13
	Deviant Identity
	Part V – Ch 28-31
	

	10
	March 18
	March 20
	Social Organization
	Part VI – Part VI & Ch 32-34
	Mar 20 – Exam 2

Mar 20 – Intent to present due

	11
	March 25
	March 27
	
	
	Mar 24-28 – Spring Break!!!

	12
	April 01
	April 03
	Social Organization
	Part VI – Ch 35-37
	

	13
	April 8
	April 10
	Structure of Deviance
	Part VII – Part VII & Ch 38-40
	

	14
	April 15
	April 17
	Structure of Deviance
	Part VII – Ch 41-42
	Project Presentations if needed

	15
	April 22
	April 24
	Deviant Careers
	Part VIII  – Part VIII & Ch 43-44
	Project Presentations if needed
Apr 22 – Portfolio/Paper due

	16
	April 29
	May 01
	Deviant Careers Epilogue
	Part VIII – Ch 45-46

Part IX – Ch 47
	May 02 - Last day to withdraw from university
Last day of classes!!!

	17
	May 03
	May 08
	
	Finals Week
	Wednesday May 7 - Final Exam 10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

(BESC) 185


Important Notes

All work must be turned in on time, no exceptions.  It is your responsibility to be sure I have your correct email address and that your email is working properly.  I will be posting important information via the email addresses in the class list and it is your responsibility to make sure you receive copies of my messages.  We will be using CULearn for this course and will be posting the syllabus, course content and key grades online.  A major portion of your grade is dependent on your ability to post assignments on CULearn and to check and make sure your submissions effectively post.  It is your responsibility to read the syllabus, know its contents and to check CULearn regularly for updates.  Absolutely no discussion of your grades will be done before, during or after class or via email.  If you need to discuss grades then come to my office hours or make an appointment.  You will be responsible for keeping copies of all assignments with regard to any questions or issues – if you cannot provide your own copy I will not discuss the assignment with you.  Also, in the case of a dispute, my records prevail.  You are responsible for knowing the announcements and material presented in class whether or not you attend class.  Please arrange with another student to get missed announcements and notes.  If you miss the first two classes you will be dropped from the course.   
Expectations and Behavior
Class-time provides an opportunity to discuss and explore material from the readings.  As a student it is your responsibility to read to learn (and to learn to read).  Class is not a substitute for your own ability to read, to read critically, and to learn from what you read.  The primary goal of class is to encourage the learning process through feedback and discussion – not for the instructor to do your thinking for you by outlining the text. Your preparation for and participation in each meeting are critical to your success as well as the success of everyone else in the classroom.  In order to create a comfortable and open environment where all members of the class are willing to share their thoughts it is crucial that all students behave in a respectful manner towards one another.  While enthusiastic discussion and debate is essential, insensitive or mean-spirited comments based on race, ethnicity, gender, class, sexual orientation, religion, ideas or beliefs will not be tolerated.  Please do not disrupt other students’ ability to participate (e.g., do not arrive late or leave early, do not side-talk, begin packing your belongings before class ends, leave cell phones on, etc.).
The University has a classroom behavior policy, which can be found at the following website: http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html. Students are required to adhere to the behavior standards listed in this policy document and to refrain from disrupting class. 

Both students and faculty are expected to abide by the University’s honor code, which can be found at the following website: http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode. All work submitted is expected to be the original work of the student and all use of reference materials to be properly cited using ASA style.  Cheating and plagiarism are taken very seriously and are grounds for failure in this course.
Disability Statement

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit a letter from Disability Services to me within the first two weeks of class.  It is your responsibility to contact Disability Services and arrange for a letter to be provided to you.  You can contact Disability Services at: 303-492-8671, Willard 322: 
www.Colorado.EDU/disabilityservices.  

Other Obligations

Every effort will be made to reasonably and fairly deal with students who, because of religious obligations, participation in athletics or other structured activities have just cause to request assistance coping with conflicts with attendance or assignments.  All students to whom this applies must notify me in writing, listing specific obligations and dates, within the first two weeks of class.  Any notifications after the first two weeks will be accepted only at my discretion. 

Waitlisted Students
If you are waitlisted in the course I will review the waitlist on January 22nd – please wait until that date to contact me.  In the meantime, please come to each class session and please notify me by signing the attendance sheet each day that you are still interested in taking the course.  On January 23rd I will (at my discretion) manually add no more than three students over the maximum enrollment of 65.
This classroom is a Hate Free Zone and any intolerant or derisive comments or actions will not be tolerated.  In this classroom we will critique ideas not people and everyone is expected to conduct themselves in a professional manner.  This applies equally to EVERYONE!!!  Failure to respect the rights of others will be cause for disciplinary action which may include being asked to leave the classroom, receiving a failing grade for the course, or being reported to campus authorities if need be.
1

