SOCY 4461—CRITICAL THINKING IN SOCIOLOGY—AMERICAN MODERNITY
Spring 2008, University of Colorado-Boulder , HUMN 180, TR 2:00-3:15 PM
Professor Isaac Reed, Office Hours: Ketchum 207A, Thursday 9AM-11 AM
PREREQUISITES: SOCY 3001 Classical Theory 

Course Description

What does it mean to say we live in a “modern” (or “postmodern”) society? To answer this question, social theory and historical sociology have examined the major social transformations that gave us politics, economics, and culture as we know it today: the transition from feudalism to capitalism, the scientific revolution and its relationship to religious belief, the birth of modern democracy, totalitatarianism, and colonialism. Most of our sense of these transformations has, however, come from the history of Western Europe, and from European social theory. In this class, we will examine “modernity” from the perspective of American history, from the colonial era onwards—and examine the ongoing American obsessions with race, religion, and gender. 

Course Policies 

1. All cell phones off, no sleeping, talking, or reading the newspaper (or anything else distracting). Participation in such behavior will result in being asked to leave class.

2. No laptops in class, unless you have a documented disability that requires you to use one. 

3. If you have a disability that requires special accommodations, contact me about this during the first two weeks of the semester. Further information can be obtained from the Office of Disability Services, 492-8671; <www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices>

4. You are responsible for material covered in class even if you weren’t there; get the notes from one of your colleagues. 

5. Papers are due at the beginning of class, in hard copy. If your printer breaks, go to kinkos, etc. Each day that a paper is late results in a reduction of 1 letter grade.    

6. No make-up final exams of any kind will be given, with the possible exception of a documented, unanticipated emergency that prevents you from coming to the exam. 

7. Attendance Policy:  You will be required to sign an attendance sheet every class session. Signing some else’s name for him or her, or having someone else sign your name, is a violation of the honor code. Missed classes affect your grade according to the following table; the reductions are made to your final grade out of 100.

0-2 absences: no reduction

3-4 absences: minus 5 points

5-6 absences: minus 10 points

7-8 absences: minus 15 points

9-10 absence: minus 20 points

11+ absences: minus 25 points
Grading

Three 8-PAGE PAPERS (60%) For each paper, you will be given several questions in advance, one of which you must answer. Outside research is not required for the paper. Critical and careful engagement with the assigned text or texts referenced by the question is required.  Your paper should evidence a grasp of the argumentative logic of the authors you address, as well as the ability on your part to compare, synthesize, or criticize these arguments. 

One Multiple Choice Final Exam (20%) The exam will draw heavily on the readings from the entire class, as well as from lectures and class discussions. Study your notes!
Reading Quizzes (20%) These will be very easy if you do the reading, and should be a way for you to earn points towards your final grade by diligence and vigilance in keeping up with the reading. They will be spread throughout the semester at random.  Readings are due the day that they are listed on the syllabus. Please come to class prepared. 
Excellent class participation, by way of intelligent and respectful contributions to discussion, may cause me to add to your grade significantly at the end of the semester. This is a judgment call of the professor and cannot be quantified. 
Course Schedule
All Readings are required. These books are available at the CU Bookstore:

Jeffrey C. Alexander, The Civil Sphere. Oxford University Press. 2006.
W.E.B. DuBois, The Souls of Black Folk. Dover Thrift Editions. 1996.
Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography. Dover Thrift Editions. 1994.

Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. Dover Value Editions. 2003. 

All other readings are available through CU Learn. 
Week 1 What is Modernity? 
Tuesday January 15—No reading, introduction to the class

Thursday January 17—Max Weber, “Science as a Vocation”

Week 2 The Promises of Modernity
Tuesday January 22—Immanuel Kant, “What is Enlightenment?” ; Peter Gay, “The Recovery of Nerve” (from The Enlightenment: An Interpretation)
Thursday January 24—Jurgen Habermas, “The Unfinished Project of Modernity”; Michel Foucault, “What is Enlightenment?”
Week 3 Europe examines America I
Tuesday January 29—Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Volume 1, part 1, ch. 2-5 

Thursday January 31— Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Volume 2, part 1, ch. 1-5, 10, part 2, ch. 1-13
Week 4 Europe examines America II
Tuesday February 5 Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Author’s Introduction and Part 1 (pp. 13-92 in Dover edition)
Thursday February 7 Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Part II (pp. 95-183)
**************PAPER I DUE FEBRUARY 12th**************************

Week 5: American Beginnings: The Puritans 
Tuesday February 12—Perry Miller, “Errand in the Wilderness,” “The Puritan State and Puritan Society”
 Tuesday February 14— Jill Lepore, The Name of War: King Philip’s War and the Origins of American Identity, pp. 71-121
Week 6: American Beginnings: Towards a Republic
Tuesday February 19—Michael Warner, The Letters of the Republic, pp. 1-33
Thursday February 21—Michael Warner, The Letters of the Republic, pp. 73-96
Week 7: Franklin’s Autobiography
Tuesday February 26: Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography, Part II
Thursday February 28: Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography, Part III
Week 8: White Men, Black Men—Race and Masculinity in America
Tuesday, March 4:  Gail Bederman, “Remaking Manhood through Race and Civilization,” pp. 1-44 in Manliness and Civilization: Gender and Race in the United States 1880-1917
Thursday, March 6: Gail Bederman, “Theodore Roosevelt: Manhood, Nation, and Civilization” pp. 170-215
Week 9: The Souls of Black Folk
Tuesday March 11, W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk

Thursday March 13, NO CLASS
Week 10: Reframing Race and Modernity: The Black Atlantic
Tuesday March 18: W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk
**************PAPER 2 DUE March 20************************************************

Thursday March 20: Paul Gilroy, The Black Atlantic, Ch. 1

SPRING BREAK

Week 11: Religion and Science in America: The Scopes Trial 

Tuesday April 1, Movie: Inherit the Wind
Thursday April 3, Movie & Discussion: ​Inherit the Wind
Week 12: Religion and Science in America: Dover, Pennsylvania
Tuesday April 8 Charles Taylor, A Secular Age, pp. 1-61
Thursday April 10 Edward Humes, Monkey Girl: Evolution, Education, Religion, and the Battle for America’s Soul, pp. TBD
Week 13:Religion in America/Democracy in America

Tuesday April 15 Edward Humes, Monkey Girl: Evolution, Education, Religion, and the Battle for America’s Soul, pp. TBD
Thursday April 17 Jeffrey Alexander, The Civil Sphere, Introduction, Chapter 1, Chapter 3
Week 14: Democracy in America

Tuesday April 22 Jeffrey Alexander, The Civil Sphere, Chapter 4, 5, 6
*************Paper 3 DUE April 24*******************************************************

Thursday April 24 Jeffrey Alexander, The Civil Sphere, Chapter 9, 10
Week 15:

Tuesday April 29 Jeffrey Alexander, The Civil Sphere, Chapter 11, 12, 13, 14
Thursday May 1 Summary/Exam Review
