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SYLLABUS SOCIOLOGY 1021 (Section 002)

Course Title:


United States Race and Ethnic Relations

Lecture Time and Place:
Tuesday and Thursday 8:00am - 9:15am


Humanities 1B80

Instructor:


Tom Mayer

Instructor's Office:

Institute of Behavioral Science





Building 2





1546 Broadway

Instructor’s Phone:

303-492-2138

Instructor’s E-mail:

Thomas.Mayer@Colorado.edu

Office Hours:


Tuesday 10:00-12:00 am or by appointment

Course Description

This course examines race and ethnic relations in the United States using sociological theory and research.  It focuses upon prejudice, discrimination, and racism (ideological and institutional) and considers how they shape race and ethnic relations.  After presenting relevant concepts and theories, the course reviews the history of racism. We then discuss the major patterns of racial inequality in the United States, and conclude by examining various strategies for improving race relations.

Course Requirements

Students are expected to do all the required reading listed below.  Grades in Sociology 1021 will be based upon class attendance, two midterm examinations, and a final examination.  Each of the three examinations will have both a take home and an in class component.  The take home component will be distributed at least one week in advance and will be due on the date of the examination.  Extra credit opportunities will be made available from time to time.  The approximate grading weights are as follows:






First midterm exam         25%






Second midterm exam     25%






Final exam                       35%






Attendance

     15% 

The dates of the three exams are as follows: 





First midterm exam:       Thursday October 2





Second midterm exam:   Thursday November 6





Final exam:

    Wednesday December 17, 7:30am - 10:00am

Required Books

1. 
George M. Fredrickson,  Racism: A Short History.  Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2002.  Pp. 1-207.

A brief but incisive history of racism from the Middle Ages to modern times by a distinguished historian of racial ideologies.  The author compares antisemitism with white supremacist racism.  He argues that modernist rationalism was needed before full fledged racism could emerge. 

2. 
Charles A. Gallagher (ed.), Rethinking the Color Line: Readings in Race and Ethnicity. Third Edition.  New York: McGraw-Hill, 2007.  Pp. i-xxiii, 1-616.

An authoritative anthology of recent sociological theory and research about race and ethnicity.  It contains articles about the relationship between race on the one hand and crime, work, residence, media, marriage, education, environment, immigration, etc. on the other.

3.
Joseph F. Healey, Diversity and Society: Race, Ethnicity, and Gender.  Second Edition.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press, 2007.  Pp. i-xvii, 1-362.

This text discusses race relations in the United States and the way these relations interact with gender.  It presents current demographic information on all major minority groups and also addresses the issue of immigration.  Diversity and Society is organized around concepts of dominant group - minority group relations and how these relations have evolved over time.

4.
Paula S. Rothenberg (ed.), White Privilege: Essential Readings on the Other Side of Racism.  Third Edition.  New York: Worth Publishers, 2008.  Pp. i-x, 1-182.

This collection brings together the core readings on white privilege, the idea that white people actually benefit from racism.  The authors claim that being white conveys unearned privileges, and this is one of the reasons that racism is so hard to eliminate.  These papers are intended to stimulate deeper discussions about race and the meaning of whiteness.

Course Schedule

Part A:   Introduction to the Study of Race and Ethnic Relations (August 26 - September 4)

1.  Basic Concepts of Race and Ethnic Relations (August 26, 28)


Required Reading: Gallagher (reading numbers) 1 and 3; Healey (chapter) 1; Rothenberg pp. 9-24

2.  Theories of Race and Ethnic Relations (September 2 and 4)

Required Reading: Gallagher (reading numbers) 4 and 5; Healey (chapter) 2;  Rothenberg pp. 123-                                                                         128                                                                                                                                                                                      

Part B: The History of Racism (September 9-25)

3.  The Origins of Racism (September 9 and 11)


Required Reading: Fredrickson pp. 1-47, 151-170; Healey (chapter) 3;  Rothenberg pp. 29-34

4.   Racism, Modernism, and Imperialism (September 16 and 18)

Required Reading: Fredrickson pp. 51-95, Gallagher (reading number) 2; Healey (chapter) 4;  Rothenberg pp. 35-40

5.  Contemporary Racism (September 23 and 25)

Required Reading: Fredrickson pp. 99-150, Gallagher (reading number) 18; Healey (chapter)5; Rothenberg pp. 55-66

Part C: Structures of Racial Inequality (September 30 - November 6)

6.  Class, Work, and Race (September 30 and October 2)


Required Reading: Gallagher (reading numbers) 6, 8, and 32

First Midterm Exam (Thursday October 2)

7.  Gender, Health, Environment and Race (October 7 and 9)

Required Reading: Gallagher (reading numbers) 7, 23, 30, and 33; Healey (chapter) 6;                                                Rothenberg pp. 67-90 

8.  Education, Media, and Race (October 14 and 16)


Required Reading: Gallagher (reading numbers) 24, 35, 36, and 37; Healey (chapter) 7;  Rothenberg pp. 91-96 

9.  Romance, Marriage, and Race (October 21 and 23)


Required Reading: Gallagher (reading numbers) 44, 45, 46, and 47; Healey (chapter) 8;  Rothenberg pp. 104 

10.  Space, Residence, and Race (October 28 and 30)


Required Reading: Gallagher (reading numbers) 21, 22, and 25; Healey (chapter) 9;  Rothenberg pp.  109-122

11.  Crime, Punishment, and Race (November 4 and 6)


Required Reading: Gallagher (reading numbers) 26, 27, 28, and 29

Second Midterm Exam (Thursday November 6)

Part D: Practicing Racial Inequality (November 11 - December 4)

12.  Ethnicity, Religion, and Inequality (November 11 and 13)


Required Reading: Gallagher (reading number) 31; Healey (chapter) 10

13.  Immigration and Inequality (November 18 and 20)


Required Reading: Gallagher (reading numbers) 40, 41, and 42; Healey (chapter) 11  

Thanksgiving Break (November 24 - 30)

14.  Whiteness and Becoming White (December 2 and 4)


Required Reading: Gallagher (reading numbers) 11, 12, 14, and 19;  Rothenberg pp. 129-142

Part E: Strategies and Future Prospects (December 9-11)

15.  Hopes and Fears (December 9 and 11)

Required Reading: Gallagher (reading numbers) 15, 17, and 48; Healey (chapter) 12;  Rothenberg pp.  147-168.

Final Exam  (Wednesday December 17, 7:30am - 10:00am)

Disability Needs

I will gladly accommodate any student with disability needs.  Please let me know what these needs may be as soon as possible.




