Syllabus

SOCY 2031: 002 Social Problems

Fall 2008

MWF, 10:00-10:50AM, HUMN 1B80

Instructor: Allison Hicks

Office: 

             
Ketchum 35

Email:




Allison.Hicks@colorado.edu 

Office Hours:



Mondays and Wednesdays 8:00-9:00AM

The instructor reserves the right to modify this syllabus as necessary. Any changes will be communicated to students in a timely manner. 

Textbooks: 

2001. Hallinan, Joseph. Going Up the River. New York: Random House. 

2001.
Ehrenreich, Barbara. Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America. New York: Metropolitan. 

There will also be a number of short readings during the semester, marked in the syllabus as ‘e-reserves.’ You can access these readings through CULearn. 

Course Description and Learning Objectives:

Sociology is the study of society and human interaction. We all have considerable experience living in society and interacting with other people. Sociology, however, is an unfamiliar way of looking at the familiar. The primary objective of this course is to help you develop your sociological imagination-that is, to provide you with the conceptual and theoretical tools that will allow you to examine virtually any subject from a sociological perspective. In this course we will be devoted to examining the relationship between individuals, communities, and social problems within a sociological framework.

My hope is that you will gain a fundamental sense of what the discipline of sociology is and how it approaches contemporary issues present within U.S. society. In addition, I hope that you will come away from the course with an understanding that the classroom is not divorced from reality, and the ability to see the relevance of sociological inquiry to your own life.  

Grading and Evaluation:

Your final course grade will be calculated as follows:

Assignment



Date Due


    Percentage of Final Grade


Attendance



In Class




 05%

Participation



In Class
/Online



 10%

Reading Assignments (3)

See Schedule



 15%

In the News (3)



See Schedule



 18%

Group Project



See Schedule



 15%

Exam 1




Monday, October 13th 
  

 10%

Exam 2




Friday, November 7th
 

 12%

Exam 3




Monday, December 15th
 

 15%






(10:30AM-1:00PM)

NO EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE OFFERED IN THIS COURSE

Grades will be assigned based on the following (approximate) ranges:

A: 100- 90%
B: 89-80%
C: 79-70% 
D: 69-60% 
F: 59% or below

NOTE: Do NOT email me for your course grade. If you would like to discuss your performance in the course please make an appointment to come and talk with me. 

Attendance:


Several times during the semester I will take attendance by role call. This will take place at the very start of class and students must be present at the time of the role call to earn points. Students who arrive after their name has been called will receive no points for the day’s attendance.

Participation:

Teaching and learning are reciprocal processes. You should expect to do more than occupy a chair; please come to class energized and prepared to think, speak and do. The success of this course hinges upon students meeting this expectation, therefore so does a portion of your grade. Opportunities to positively impact your participation grade include: small group activities, active listening, constructive discussion in class, and postings to CULearn (discussion tab). Three times during the semester you will write a short reflective paper on your class participation, indicating to me how well you have been meeting this requirement. This assignment is available through CULearn and the due dates clearly marked on the class schedule. 

Reading Assignments:


To facilitate critical thinking and reading comprehension, students will complete short written assignments based on the assigned readings. These assignments will be announced in class as well as posted to CULearn. Assignments should be typed and turned in at the beginning of the class due date. 

In The News (ITN):

One of the goals of this course is to help students develop into more informed citizens. To do this, you need to be able to connect our class materials and discussions to everyday life. The ‘In The News’ (ITN) assignment is a chance for students to demonstrate this link. For this assignment, students should choose one article from the news which relates to the topic we have been discussing in class.  For each write up, you will turn in a 2-3 page (typed) short summary and analysis of the news article you have read. Please print out your ITN and turn it in at the beginning of class. I will not accept emailed or late assignments.

Group Project:


The group project is an opportunity for small groups of students to explore possible solutions to the social problems we discuss in class. Students will share the information they find with the rest of the class, so we can all better understand different perspectives on similar problems and evaluate different proposals for remedying social problems. 


Each group will consist of four or five students working collaboratively to examine a proposed solution. During the first week of class, we will determine the groups and assign a social problem to each group. Each group will then identify a unique solution that has been proposed as a remedy for their chosen social problem. Each group will be responsible for creating a two page document representing their solution. I will make available to the class each group’s document.

Exams:


Students will be tested on their comprehension of reading and lecture material. Exams will be objective in nature and consist of multiple choice, fill in the blank, and diagram questions. There will be no essay questions. No exam will be comprehensive; however, several introductory concepts will be used throughout the course and will be potential test material. These concepts will be identified in the beginning of the course as well as during exam reviews.

Grading Concerns:


If you feel an error has occurred in the grading of your assignments, please set up an appointment to come in and discuss your concerns with me. I am willing to re-examine your grade so long as you meet with me within one week of receiving the grade. In addition, you must bring to the appointment one page explaining why you feel an error has occurred. After one week, all grades are FINAL and will not be reconsidered. 


Students are responsible for keeping all graded work they receive. In the event a student wishes to dispute a recorded grade, it is the student’s responsibility to provide the graded assignment for evidence. If the graded assignment cannot be produced by the student, the recorded grade will stand. 

Illness and Late Policies:


Students are responsible for turning in all work on time. You may turn in work early or ask a classmate to turn an assignment in for you in case you must miss a class. Please plan ahead and anticipate those minor crises that interfere with turning assignments in — I do not accept late work. 

I do not give out my lecture notes to students, though I do post a skeletal outline on CULearn. When you are ill and miss class you should obtain notes from a classmate and use office hours to clarify ambiguities. 

In certain circumstances (serious illness or family emergency) a student may petition for an extension, however adequate documentation must be provided. If you fall in this category, you must petition no later than twenty-four hours before the due date. You may petition for an extension only once during the course of the semester.

