
 TOPICS IN POPULATION AND HEALTH: SOCY 3042-002

        SOCIOLOGY OF HIV/AIDS 


Fall Semester 2008

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 2.00-2.50pm

HLMS 211

Instructor: Professor Sanyu Mojola

Email: sanyu.mojola@colorado.edu
Office: Ketchum 208

Office Hours: 3-5pm Wednesdays or by appointment

Syllabus Course Description

HIV/AIDS is one of the world’s greatest social problems with more than 40 million victims around the world, and millions more at risk.  This course seeks to critically examine the social distribution, causes and dynamics of the epidemic looking at its intersection with factors such as gender, youth, networks, and economy.  While the predominant focus of the course will be on sub-Saharan Africa, where 60% of HIV victims reside, global comparisons will also be considered.    

Course Goals:

By the end of this course, students will:

· Understand basic terminology, science, facts and figures of the disease. 

· Understand theories of the social distribution of disease 

· Understand survey research issues, ethics, and controversies involved in studying HIV e.g. those surrounding data sources and methodology 

· Be able to read and critically evaluate an epidemiological article on HIV

· Understand how different social dynamics affect the spread and distribution of HIV 

· Be able to compare the African HIV epidemic with HIV epidemics elsewhere     

· Be able to critically evaluate representations of HIV in newspapers 

REQUIRED TEXT:

Iliffe, John (2006)  The African AIDS Epidemic: A History. Oxford: James Currey Ltd

This book is available at the CU Bookstore in UMC

ELECTRONIC RESERVES: 

All articles and book chapters for this course will be available on CU Learn.

SYLLABUS: (Changes might be made during the course of the semester)

COURSE POLICIES:

Classroom Behavior:  

Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning environment. Those who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with differences of race, culture, religion, politics, sexual orientation, gender, gender variance, and nationalities. Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student's legal name. I will gladly honor your request to address you by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference by the end of the first week of class so that I may make appropriate changes to my records. Please also read the following policies regarding classroom behavior

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html and at http://www.colorado.edu/studentaffairs/judicialaffairs/code.html#student_code.

I do not allow the use of laptops in class unless a documented disability requires you to use one.  Please switch off all cell phones before you come to class and please do your best to come on time.

Discrimination and Harassment: 

The University of Colorado at Boulder policy on Discrimination and Harassment, the University of Colorado policy on Sexual Harassment and the University of Colorado policy on Amorous Relationships apply to all students, staff and faculty. Any student, staff or faculty member who believes s/he has been the subject of discrimination or harassment based upon race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status should contact the Office of Discrimination and Harassment (ODH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550. Information about the ODH, the above referenced policies and the campus resources available to assist individuals regarding discrimination or harassment can be obtained at http://www.colorado.edu/odh
Religious Observances and Athletic Engagements:  

Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to deal reasonably and fairly with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance. http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html
Please inform me in person by the end of the second week of class (Friday September 5th) if you will be unable to attend class, scheduled in class exams, or turn in assignments on time because of religious obligations and observances, or athletic engagements so that I can work out a revised schedule with you to meet course requirements.  

Students with Disabilities: 

Please inform me in person by the end of the second week of class (Friday September 5th) if you qualify for accommodations because of a disability.  Please bring along a letter from Disability Services by then so that I can work with you to enable you to do your best in this course.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities (Contact:  303-492-8671, Willard 322) www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices). 

CU Honor Code:

All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy may include: cheating, plagiarism, aid of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening behavior. All incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council (honor@colorado.edu; 303-725-2273). Students who are found to be in violation of the academic integrity policy will be subject to both academic sanctions from the faculty member and non-academic sanctions (including but not limited to university probation, suspension, or expulsion).  Please read the Honor Code at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html and at

http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/ and what constitutes a violation at

http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/studentinfo/violation.htm
Academically dishonest behavior such as turning in work done by someone else and cheating on exams will be taken seriously in this course and could result in failing the course or more severe consequences.  

Class attendance policy 

You are expected to attend every class on time, having completed class readings, and are expected to be prepared to participate in class discussions relating to the readings.  You can either volunteer to respond to questions posed, or alternatively I will often call on students in class randomly to respond to questions and will expect your answers to reflect your reading of class material.  Absences from class or recitation will result in the following reduction of your class grade:




1-3 absences:

no reduction of final grade

4-5 absences:

5% reduction of final grade

6-7 absences:

10% reduction of final grade

8-9 absences:

15% reduction of final grade

10-12 absences`
20% reduction of final grade

13+ absences

25% reduction of final grade

The only exceptions to this policy are absences for an unavoidable and extreme situation (e.g. incapacitating illness or a family death), athletic engagements or religious observances.  All these must supported by proper documentation, and I must have been informed in advance (by September 5th) for the last two.

Late assignment policy

Assignments are due in hard copy at the beginning of class.  No emailed papers will be accepted.  Assignments that are one class late will have a grade 20% lower, and will not be accepted at all (receive 0%) after that.  For example if the assignment is due on Monday, Wednesday at the beginning of class is the last opportunity to submit the paper.   

This does not extend to the final paper which is due in hard copy on Monday December 15th by 4.30pm in a box which will be outside my office.   No late final papers will be accepted.  If you do not turn in a paper at or before that time, you will receive 0% for that portion of your final grade.

The only exceptions to this policy are when there is an unavoidable and extreme situation (e.g. incapacitating illness or a family death), an athletic engagement or religious observance.  All these must supported by proper documentation, and I must have been informed in advance (by September 5th) for the last two so that alternative arrangements can be made in advance.

Office Hour policy:

My office hours are on Wednesdays 3-5pm beginning September 3rd  and I encourage you all to make use of them.  There will be a sign up sheet outside my office, and priority will be given to those who sign up in advance, but you are also welcome to walk in.  If you are unable to meet during that time, please email me with “HIV Class” in the subject line to make an appointment.  If you miss a class, you are responsible for getting notes from another class mate.  I will not spend office hours going over a lecture that you missed.  

For meetings regarding grades, I require you to take at least 24 hours after you receive an assignment back to look over your paper and reflect on comments received before coming to discuss your grade.  At that meeting, please come with specific written points you wish to discuss. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSESSMENT:

Class presentation and contributions: 10% of class grade

For each reading, a student will be assigned to write and present a 5-10 minute summary and critique of the reading, as well as prepare one or two questions to open up class discussion.  This presentation will then be turned in at the end of that class.  This contributes to half of your presentation/contribution grade (5% of class grade).  Each student is expected to show up and present on the assigned day.  If you are unable to do so, you are personally responsible for swopping with a class mate who has not yet presented to present on that day. Failure to do this will result in the loss of 5 points with no opportunity to make up the points.  I will give specific guidelines in class.  The second half of your presentation/ contribution grade (5% of class grade) will be earned by regular and thoughtful contributions to class discussion throughout the semester, as judged by the professor.    

Summary and critique paper: 10% of class grade 

In addition to a class presentation, each student will be required to turn in a 4 page summary and critique paper based on two articles we have covered in class. More specific guidelines will be given in class. Due Monday September 22nd in hard copy at the beginning of class

Newspaper article critique: 15% of class grade

You will be required to turn in a 4 page critique of a newspaper article on HIV/AIDS in Africa on the basis of class lectures, readings and discussions up to that point in the semester.  The assignment will be handed out in class on Friday October 10th in class.    

Due Monday October 13th in hard copy at the beginning of class

Epidemiological paper reading and in-class test : 15% of class grade

You will be assigned an epidemiological paper to read at the end of class on Wednesday October 29th.  You will be expected to read it carefully between Wednesday and Friday.  On Friday October 31st, there will be an in-class test based on the paper requiring a combination of short and long answers.  

World AIDS Day Research Group Displays: 20% of class grade 

You will have the opportunity to get into study groups of 5 students each to do independent research on the HIV epidemic in a particular country in the world.  The aim will be to prepare a text and graphic display of your research for presentation on campus on World AIDS Day which is on Monday December 1st.  This will be both to raise HIV/AIDS awareness as well as to educate the campus community on the HIV epidemic around the world.  The display should include some country background (economy, population size etc) and then deal with the following questions:

a) What is the history of epidemic? What are contributing factors leading to it?

b) What is the current state of the epidemic? 

c) Who is most affected and to what degree?

d) What has been done so far in terms of education, prevention, treatment etc? 

e) What are some recommendations you have for stemming the epidemic, increasing effectiveness of current efforts?

Each group member will be responsible for researching and preparing for a particular question.  10% of your class grade will be based on your individual contribution, and the other 10% will be based on your overall group contribution.  More specific guidelines will be given in class. 

Final paper: 30% of class grade   

You will be required to submit a 10-12 page final paper (double spaced, 12” font) in hard copy.  The paper should be on a topic of your choice based on the country you have worked on in your study group. (Everyone in the study group should work on something different).  The paper should engage with class readings, lectures and discussions as well as involve independent research of scholarly articles.  I will give more specific guidelines in class.  Due 4.30pm Monday December 15th  in a box outside my office.

Important Due Dates:

Assignment 1: 
Summary and Critique of 2 readings
Due September 22nd in class

Assignment 2: 
Newspaper article critique

Due October 13th in class

Assignment 3: 
Epidemiological paper handed out
On October 29th in class

Epidemiological paper test       
On October 31st in class

Assignment 4: 
World AIDS Day Displays   

On December 1st on campus

Assignment 5: 
Final Paper



Due December 15th 4.30pm

COURSE READINGS:

PART ONE: 

UNDERSTANDING HIV

1) The HIV Epidemic – the Facts and the Science

Week 1:

Introduction

Read Class Text: Iliffe (2006) Chapter 1-3 (pgs 1-18)

August 25th 

Course Overview + Logistics

Lecture – Facts and Figures of the HIV/AIDS Epidemic

Reference: UNAIDS Epidemic Update December 2007

August 27th 

Lecture – Basic Epidemiology; Science of HIV

August 29th

In-class Movie on HIV  

2) Disease and society

Week 2: 

Sociological Approaches to the study of disease in society

Read Class Text: Iliffe (2006) Chapter 4-5 (pgs 19-47)

September 1st 

NO CLASS – Labor Day

September 3rd 
Freund, Peter E.S. and Meredith B. McGuire (1999) A Sociological Perspective on Health, Illness and the Body (Ch 1, pp 1-9) and Who Becomes Sick, Injured or Dies? (Ch 2, pp 10-37) in Health, Illness and the Social Body: A Critical Sociology. 3rd Edition. New Jersey: Prentice Hall Inc

September 5th
Berkman, Lisa and Ichiro Kawachi (2000) A Historical Framework for Social Epidemiology (Ch 1, pp 3-12) in Lisa Berkman and Ichiro Kawachi (eds) Social Epidemiology. New York: Oxford University Press




Wilkinson, Richard (1996) Health Becomes a Social Science (Ch 2, pp 13-

28) in  Unhealthy Societies: The Afflictions of Inequality.  London: Routledge

Week 3: 

Sexually Transmitted Epidemics in History

Read Class Text : Iliffe (2006) Chapter 6-7 (pgs 48-64)

September 8th 
Vaughan, Megan (1991) Syphilis and Sexuality: the Limits of Colonial Medical Power (Ch 6, pp 129-154) in Curing Their Ills: Colonial Power and African Illness. Cambridge: Polity Press.

September 10th
Dikötter, Frank (1997) “A history of sexually transmitted diseases in China,” (Ch 4, pp 67-83) in Milton Lewis, Scott Bamber, and Michael Waugh (eds.), Sex, Disease and Society: A Comparative History of Sexually Transmitted Diseases and HIV/AIDS in Asia and the Pacific. Westport, Conn: Greenwood Press

September 12th
Wills, Christopher (1997) Four Tales from the New Decameron (Ch 4, Pp 53-89) in Plagues: Their Origin, History and Future.  London: Flamingo.  

3) Studying HIV

Week 4: 
Survey research issues: data sources, methodologies, assessing quality

September 15th  
Fenton, Kevin A, Anne M Johnson, Sally McManus, and Bob Erens (2001) Measuring sexual behavior: methodological challenges in survey research. Sexually Transmitted Infections 77:84-92

September 17th
Nnko, Soori, J Ties Boerma, Mark Urassa, Gabriel Mwaluko, Basia Zaba (2004) Secretive females or swaggering males?: An assessment of the quality of sexual partnership reporting in rural Tanzania. Social Science & Medicine 59(2): 299-310

September 19th
Mensch Barbara S., Paul C. Hewett, and Annabel S. Erulkar (2003) The Reporting of Sensitive Behavior by Adolescents: A Methodological Experiment in Kenya. Demography 40(2):247-268


Week 5:

 Ethical issues in HIV/AIDS research

September 22nd
Marshall, Wende Elizabeth (2005) AIDS, race and the limits of science. Social Science and Medicine 60: 2515-2525

September 24th
Quinn, Thomas C, Maria J.Wawer, Nelson Sewankambo, David Serwadda, Chuanjun Li, Fred Wabwire-Mangen, Mary O.Meehan, Thomas Lutalo and Ronald H.Gray (2000) Viral Load and Heterosexual Transmission of Human Immunodeficiency Virus Type 1. New England Journal of Medicine 342(13): 921-929

September 26th
Angell, Marcia (2000) Investigators’ Responsibilities for Human Subjects in Developing Countries. New England Journal of Medicine 342(13):967-969

Angell, Marcia (1997) The Ethics of Clinical Research in the Third World. New England Journal of Medicine.  337(12): 847-849. 

PART TWO:

SOCIAL DYNAMICS OF HIV

4) The life course, transactional relationships and HIV

Week 6:

HIV and the life course

September 29th 
Laga, Marie, Bernhard Schwartlander, Elisabeth Pisani, Papa Salif Sow, and Michel Carael (2001) To stem HIV in Africa, prevent transmission to young women. AIDS 15: 931-934

October 1st 
Clark, Shelley (2004) Early marriage and HIV risks in sub-Saharan Africa. Studies in Family Planning. 35(3):149-160

October 3rd 

Luzuriaga, Katherine (2007) Mother-to-child Transmission of HIV:




A Global Perspective Current Infectious Disease Reports 9:511–517




Varga, Christine and Heather Brookes (2008) Factors Influencing 

Teen Mothers’ Enrollment and Participation in Prevention of Mother-to-Child HIV Transmission Services in Limpopo Province, South Africa  Qualitative Health Research 18 (6):786-802

Week 7:

 Transactional Relationships 

October 6th
Luke, Nancy (2003) Age and economic asymmetries in the sexual relationships of adolescent girls in sub-Saharan Africa. Studies in Family Planning 34(2):67-87

October 8th 
Kaufman, Carol E. and Stavros E.Stavrou (2004) “Bus fare please”: The Economics of Sex and Gifts among young people in urban South Africa. Culture, Health and Sexuality. 6(5):377-391

October 10th  
Nyamnjoh, Francis B. (2005) Fishing in Troubled Waters: Disquettes and Thiofs in Dakar. Africa 75(3):295-323


5) Gender, economy, love and money

Week 8: 

Masculinities, money and relationships

October 13th 
Hunter, Mark (2002) The Materiality of Everyday Sex: thinking beyond prostitution. African Studies 61(1): 99-120

October 15th
Swidler, Ann and Susan Cotts Watkins (2007) Ties of Dependence: AIDS and Transactional Sex in Rural Malawi. Studies in Family Planning 38(3):147-162

October 17th
Mills, David and Richard Ssewakiryanga (2005) No Romance without Finance: Commodities, Masculinities and Relationships Among Kampalan Students. (Pp 90-94) in Andrea Cornwall (ed) Readings in Gender in 

Africa. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.

Week 9:

Reconfiguring gender relations?

October 20th 
Cole, Jennifer (2004) Fresh contact in Tamatave, Madagascar: Sex, money and intergenerational transformation. American Ethnologist 31(4):573-588

October 22nd 
Ashforth, Adam (1999) Weighing Manhood in Soweto. Codesria Bulletin 3 & 4: 51-58

6) Networks and HIV




Sexual Networks, migration and mobility

October 24th
Halperin, Daniel T and Helen Epstein (2004) Concurrent Sexual Partnerships help to explain Africa’s high HIV prevalence: implications for prevention. The Lancet 364 (9428) (July 3, 2004): 4-5 


Oruboloye, I.O., John C.Caldwell and Pat Caldwell (1993) The role of high risk occupations in the spread of AIDS: Truck Drivers and Itinerant Market women in Nigeria. International Family Planning Perspectives 19:43-48

Week 10:



October 27th 
Lurie, Mark N., Brian G. Williams, Khangelani Zuma, David Mkaya-Mwamburi, Geoff P. Garnett, Adriaan W. Sturm, Michael D. Sweat, Joel Gittelsohn, and Salim S. Abdool Karim, (2003) The Impact of Migration on HIV-1 Transmission in South Africa: A Study of Migrant and Nonmigrant Men and Their Partners. Sexually Transmitted Diseases February 2003: 149-156

October 29th  
Nyanzi, Stella, Barbara Nyanzi, Bessie Kalina and Robert Pool (2004) Mobility, sexual networks and exchange among bodabodamen in southwest Uganda. Culture, Health & Sexuality 6, no. 3 (2004): 239-254 


At the end of class, epidemiological paper handed out to be read in preparation for in class test on Friday October 31st

October 31st  


PART THREE
GLOBAL HIV

Week 11:

HIV in the US 

November 3rd
McQuillan, Geraldine M., Deanna Kruszon-Moran, Benny J. Kottiri, Laurie A. Kamimoto, Lee Lam, M. Faye Cowart, Marjorie Hubbard, and Thomas J. Spira (2006) Prevalence of HIV in the US Household Population: The National Health and Nutrition Examination Surveys, 1988 to 2002 JAIDS 41(5):651-656

November 5th
 Ellingson, Stephen, Edward O.Laumann, Anthony Paik, and Jenna Mahay (2004) The Theory of Sex Markets (Ch 1, pp 3-33) in Edward O. Laumann, Stephen Ellingson, Jenna Mahay, Anthony Paik and Yoosik Youm (eds) The Sexual Organization of the City. Chicago: University of Chicago Press

November 7th
Bearman, Peter S, James Moody, and Katherine Stovel (2004) Chains of Affection: The Structure of Adolescent Romantic and Sexual Networks. American Journal of Sociology 110 (1): 44-91

Week 12:

November 10th
Service, S.K. and S.M.Blower (1995) HIV Transmission in Sexual Networks: An Empirical Analysis. Proceedings: Biological Sciences 260(1359):237-244

November 12th
Adimora, Adaora, Victor Schoenbach and Irene Doherty (2006) HIV and African Americans in the Southern United States: Sexual Networks and Social Context Sexually Transmitted Diseases 33(7):S39-S45

November 14th 
Garfein, Richard S.,  Edgar R. Monterroso, Tony C. Tong, David Vlahov, Don C. Des Jarlais, Peter Selwyn, Peter R. Kerndt, Carl Word, M. Daniel Fernando, Lawrence J. Ouellet, and Scott D. Holmberg (2004)  Comparison of HIV Infection Risk Behaviors Among Injection Drug Users From East and West Coast US Cities Journal of Urban Health: Bulletin of the New York Academy of Medicine Vol. 81 (2): 260-267 


Chin, John J, ManChui Leung, Lina Sheth and Therese R.Rodriguez. (2007) Let’s Not Ignore a Growing HIV Problem for Asians and Pacific Islanders in the U.S. Journal of Urban Health: Bulletin of the New York Academy of Medicine 84 (5): 642-647

Week 13:

HIV in Latin America, the Caribbean and Asia

November 17th 
Calleja, Jesus M. Garcia, Neff Walker, Paloma Cuchi, Stefano Lazzari, Peter D. Ghys and Fernando Zacarias (2002) Status of the HIV/AIDS epidemic and methods to monitor it in the Latin America and Caribbean region. AIDS 16 (Suppl 3): S3-S12

November 19th 
Surratt, H. (2007) Sex work in the Caribbean Basin: Patterns of substance use and HIV risk among migrant sex workers in the US Virgin Islands AIDS Care, 19:10, 1274 – 1282

November 21st 
Parish, William L, Edward O.Laumann and Sanyu A Mojola. (2007) Sexual Behavior in China: Trends and Comparisons. Population and Development Review 33 (4): 729-756

Week 14:   

November 24-28th 
FALL BREAK - NO CLASS

Read Class Text: Iliffe (2006) Chapter 8-9 (pgs 65-97 )

PART FOUR

PREVENTION AND TREATMENT

Week 15:   

Prevention Strategies 1

Read Class Text: Iliffe (2006)  Chapter 10-11 (pgs 98-125)


December 1st 



December 3rd 
Sinding, Stephen W. (2005) Does ‘CNN’ (Condoms, Needles and Negotiation) Work Better Than ‘ABC’ (Abstinence, Being Faithful and Condom Use) in Attacking the AIDS Epidemic International Family Planning Perspectives 31(1):38-40

December 5th
Flood, Michael (2003) Lust, Trust And Latex: Why Young Heterosexual Men Do Not Use Condoms. Culture, Health & Sexuality 5 (4):353–369

Week 16:

Prevention Strategies 2

Read Class Text: Iliffe (2006)  Chapter 12-14 (pgs 126-159)

December 8th
Bailey, Robert C, Stephen Moses, Corette B.Parker, Kawango Agot, Ian Maclean, John N. Krieger, Carolyn F.M.Williams, Richard T.Campbell and Jeckoniah O.Ndinya-Achola (2007) Male Circumcision for HIV Prevention in young men in Kisumu, Kenya: a randomized controlled trial. The Lancet 369:643-56

December 10th
Barnard, David (2002) In the High Court of South Africa, Case No. 4138/98: The Global Politics of Access to Low-Cost AIDS Drugs in Poor Countries. Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal 12, no. 2 (2002): 159-174

December 12th
Poku, Nana K. and Bjorg Sandkjaer (2007) Meeting the challenges to scaling up HIV/AIDS treatment in Africa  Development in Practice, 17:2, 279 - 290

Exam Week:


December 15th 



`

Assignment 2:  4 page newspaper article critique. DUE October 13th in class








Assignment 1: Summary and critique of two readings due September 22nd in class





Assignment 3:  In-class test based on epidemiological paper





Assignment 4:  World AIDS Day Research Group Displays





Assignment 5:  Final Paper due at 4.30pm in box outside    


                          Ketchum 208
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