LAB SYLLABUS       

Deviance in U.S. Society – Sociology 1004     

Fall 2009

Teaching Assistant:  Dani Denardo

Email:  danielle.denardo@colorado.edu
Office:  Ketchum 8   

Office hours:   Tuesday 12:00-1:15pm, Wednesday 1:00-1:50pm and by appointment 

Course Webpage:  http://spot.colorado.edu/~adler  (click on Deviance)

Required Text:   Adler & Adler (eds.) 2009. Constructions of Deviance: Social Power, Context, and Interaction, 6th Edition.

Lab Schedule:

Monday 8:00-8:50am       EKLC E1B75     UGTA: Tara Conlin  (tara.conlin@colorado.edu)

Tuesday 9:00-9:50am       MUEN D144    UGTA: Tara Conlin and Tanner McClure

Tuesday 11:00-11:50am   EKLC E1B75     UGTA: Tanner McClure (tanner.mcclure@colorado.edu)

Overview:    Labs are designed specifically to afford students the opportunity to discuss and further explore materials presented in the readings and in lecture in a small group setting.  As your teaching assistant it is my job to facilitate meaningful discussions within the group in a manner that will ultimately clarify and deepen your understanding of the materials presented.  A lively discussion requires that students be prepared and willing to share their insights and opinions in class.  It is my goal to create a comfortable and open environment where all members of the class are willing to share their ideas and thoughts.  In order for this environment to be achieved, it is crucial that all students behave in a respectful manner towards one another.  Given the nature of this course, our discussions will often focus on issues that may arouse intense feelings and disagreement.  While enthusiastic discussion and debate of these issues is wholeheartedly encouraged, insensitive or mean-spirited comments based on race, ethnicity, gender, class, sexual orientation, religion, ideas or beliefs will not be tolerated.  

Participation and Classroom Decorum:     Please arrive in the classroom and be prepared to begin on time.  Please stay for the entire class period and wait to pack up until our fifty minutes together have expired.  Laptops are not allowed and cell phones must be silenced.  Please refrain from engaging in disruptive behavior, such as reading newspapers, doing homework for other classes, texting, sleeping or carrying on side conversations during class.  Engaging in rude or disruptive behavior may result in my asking you to leave the classroom and/or the forfeiture of your attendance points for the day.  

Participation is crucial to your experience and success in lab.  You will be expected to attend lab prepared to discuss the readings assigned for that week. You are required to bring the text with you each week along with the printed out reading lists found on the course website. These lists contain relevant concepts and important terms to be discussed in each week’s lab.  You will use these lists as outlines to take notes as we cover the chapters during lab. I also strongly encourage you to print out these lists and use them as guidelines when reading assigned chapters from Constructions of Deviance.

Attendance Policy: You are to attend the lab in which you are enrolled. If something suddenly comes up and you cannot attend your assigned lab, you can receive attendance credit by attending one of my other labs during the same week (please inform me of this circumstance either through email or in person). You should attend another TA’s lab as a last resort if it is not possible for you to attend any of my three weekly labs, but you will not receive attendance credit. I do not give out notes for missed labs.

Grading Policy:    Lab is worth 25% of your overall course grade (equal in weight to one exam). The scoring breaks down as follows:

Attendance: Taken each week at the beginning of class (see policy above) 50 pts.

Assignments/Quizzes: There will be 5 formal assignments/quizzes throughout the semester. Each is worth 5 pts. No make-ups for missed quizzes and no late assignments accepted 25 pts.

Participation and in-class discussion: At the end of the semester, I will calculate a discussion grade that represents your level of active participation in class discussions, including asking/answering questions. In general, discussion will be graded C- or higher; however, if your participation has been detrimental to the class or consistently disruptive, I reserve the right to give you a discussion grade in the D or F range  25 pts.

TOTAL POINTS: 50 + 25 + 25 = 100 I will calculate the total lab grade on a weighted scale, but follows the general structure 100-90=A-range, 89-80=B-range, 79-70=C-range, 69-60=D-range, and 59-0=F.

Disability Statement:    If you have specific physical, psychiatric, or learning disabilities and require accommodations, please let me know by the end of the third week of the semester so that your learning needs may be appropriately met.  You will need to provide documentation of your disability to the Disability Services Office in Willard 322 (303-492-8671).

Accommodation for Religious Observances:     Please notify me ASAP if you recognize any 

conflict with test dates, assignment due dates, and/or class attendance that will occur as the result of religious observances.  Notification must be made no later than two weeks prior to the date of conflict so that you and I have time to make other arrangements.  In the event that a test date conflicts with your religious observance, please notify Patti and me as soon as possible, since adjusting a test date requires consideration and approval from Patti.   

Honor Code:    All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution.  All incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council. The Honor Code can be found at www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html and   www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/
