SOCY 1004-001: Deviance in US Society

Fall 2009

Humanities 1B80, MWF 12:00-12:50pm
http://spot.colorado.edu/~carpentt/ 
Instructor: Timothy L. Carpenter
Email: timothy.carpenter@colorado.edu
Office location:  Hellems 14 
Phone: 303-859-0349 (c)
Office hours: 
W & F 1:00-2:00pm (and by appointment)

Required text: Adler, Patricia A. and Peter Adler. 2009.  Constructions of Deviance: Social Power, Context, and Interaction, 6th ed.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing. 

--Available at the CU Book Store.  I will also place a copy on reserve at Norlin Library.
Overview: 
This course presents an introduction to the sociological study of deviance in United States society.  Deviance comes in many forms and has many contested origins.  Throughout the semester we will regularly return to questions like:  Where does deviance come from?  How and why do people act in deviant ways?  What or who defines deviance and deviants?  What purpose does deviance play in society?  These and many others will guide our journey through definitions, theories, and examples of deviant behavior and its many expressions.  
One of the crucial points made by this course is that deviance—as a concept and a behavior—occurs within a social context and therefore requires a social analysis and explanation.  Rather than the myriad of “usual suspects” that purport to explain deviant behavior—such as psychological or biological explanations that often locate the origins and explanations of deviance within the individual—we will look instead to a more encompassing and more sociological explanation of and for deviance in its various incarnations. 
Requirements:

Assigned readings should be completed for the day that they are listed.  Attendance and participation are mandatory, but I realize that we lead busy lives and sometimes life happens.  As such, I will allow you two (2) excused absences.  Excepting extraordinary circumstances, any additional absences will count against your final grade.  The course grading breaks down thusly: 
Attendance and participation

15%
Exam #1

20%

Exam #2

20%

Exam #3

25%

Response papers (n=4 @ 5% each)

20%
Exams will consist of a combination of multiple choice and short answer questions.  Exam #3 will focus on the last third of the class but will revisit some of the concepts covered earlier in the course.  While not technically “cumulative,” I would suggest that you treat it as such.  The response papers will provide opportunities to critically reflect upon the role of deviance to yourself and/or its significance to some larger social structure of your choice (e.g., family, community, team, gender).  Grades will be determined by the quality of analysis and critical reflection expressed through your writing.  More details will be provided as the semester unfolds. 
Expectations:

1. Rule #1: TURN OFF YOUR CELL PHONES.  This means they need to be either powered down, on silent, or on vibrate.  Your only other option is to leave the things at home. 

2. Attendance is MANDATORY.  You must attend class to receive full credit in this course.  

3. Respect each other.  Disagreement is inevitable, but please remember to act with tact and civility.  Disrespectful remarks and behavior can and likely will have a detrimental effect on your grade. 

4. In order to participate fully in class (either by active listening or participation), you MUST complete the readings before class.

5. You are responsible for EVERYTHING said in class, whether you attend class or not.  If you miss class, it is your responsibility to get the material from a classmate.  
6. Please be punctual and remain seated until the class is dismissed. 
7. I will tentatively allow the use of laptops in class for note taking and other related class activities, but I will prohibit them if you abuse this privilege.  Please Facebook, Twitter, and otherwise engage in non-course-related electronic activities on your own time rather than on mine.  
Course Schedule 
(Subject to change throughout the semester) 
Introduction
August 24th—Course introduction

August 26th—C. Wright Mills, “The Promise” from The Sociological Imagination; Preface; General Introduction 
Part I:  Defining Deviance 
August 28th—Chapters 1, 2
August 31st—Chapters 3, 4, 5
Part II:  Theories of Deviance

September 2nd—Chapters 6, 7, Merton, “Social structure and anomie”
September 4th—Chapters 8, 9, Foucault, “Panopticism” from Discipline and Punish 
September 7th—Labor Day (NO CLASS)

September 9th—Chapters 10, 11
September 11th—EXAM #1
Part III:  Studying Deviance 

September 14th—Chapter 12

September 16th—Chapter 13

September 18th—Chapter 14

Part IV:  Constructing Deviance
September 21st—Chapters 15
September 23rd—Chapters 16, 17
September 25th— Chapter 18, 19
September 28th—Chapter 20 

September 30th—Chapter 21, 22

Part V:  Deviant Identity 
October 2nd—Cooley, “The social self—the meaning of ‘I’”; Goffman, “Presentation of self”;  Chapter 23
October 5th—Chapters 24, 25
October 7th—Chapter 26
October 9th—Chapter 26 (continued
October 12th—Chapter 27 
October 14th— Goffman, “Stigma”; Chapter 28
October 16th— Chapter 29
October 19th—Chapters 30, 31

October 21st—Exam review

October 23rd—EXAM #2
Part VI:  The Social Organization of Deviance 

October 26th—Chapter 32

October 28th—Chapter 33

October 30th—Chapter 34

November 2nd—Chapter 35 

November 4th—Chapter 36

November 6th—Chapter 37 

November 9th—Chapter 37 (continued) 
Part VII:  Structure of the Deviant Act

November 11th—Chapter 38 

November 13th—Chapter 39
November 16th—Chapter 40 

November 18th—Chapter 40 (continued)
November 20th—Chapter 41

November 23rd-27th—Fall Break and Thanksgiving vacation (NO CLASS)
November 30th—Chapter 42 
December 2nd—Chapter 43

Part VIII: Deviant Careers

December 4th—Chapter 44
December 7th—Chapter 45
December 9th—Chapter 46
Part IX:  Epilogue 

December 11th—Chapter 47
December 16th—EXAM #3, 4:30-7:00pm 
Statement Regarding Religious Holidays that Conflict with University Courses:
If you have religious obligations that conflict in any way with classes or exams, please read the statement on Academic Integrity at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html.  If a religious observance will prevent you from attending my class at any time during the semester, you MUST contact me about this within the first TWO WEEKS OF CLASS.  If you do not contact me by this time, your absence(s) will not be excused.  

Disability Statement:

If you need special accommodations due to any specific physical, psychiatric, or learning disabilities, please let me know immediately.  I will do as much as possible to appropriately meet your needs.  You will need to provide documentation of your disability to the Disability Services Office in Willard 322 (303-492-8671 or www.colorado.edu/sacs/disabilityservices). 

University of Colorado Honor Code and Standards of Conduct:
Students and staff, by virtue of their membership in the University community, are expected to abide by the University of Colorado’s Honor Code.  For more information, please visit the website for the Honor Code at www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode.  It is your responsibility to familiarize yourself with the CU Honor Code and to abide by it.
Additionally, students and staff have an obligation to uphold and enforce the behavioral standards listed in the Rights and Responsibilities Regarding Standards of Conduct in order to maintain a safe and productive educational environment.  The consequences of violating these standards can be found at www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html.  It is your responsibility to review this policy and to abide by it.  
Harassment or discrimination of any sort—whether sexual, racial, religious, or otherwise—at the University of Colorado is unacceptable.  For more information on these issues, including policies and reporting processes, visit the webpage of the Office of Discrimination and Harassment at http://www.colorado.edu/odh/ or call 303-492-2127.  More information may be found at the Office of Judicial Affairs at http://www.colorado.edu/studentaffairs/judicialaffairs/ or by calling 303-492-5550.  
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