Sociology 4047
Topics in Environmental Sociology:  Ecocriticism

Time:  8-9:15 AM

Classroom:

Professor Nielsen

Office:  Ketchum 310

Office hours:
Tues 2-4 PM; Wed 10:30 AM-12-30 by appointment.
Texts:  

Cheryll Glotfelty and Harold Fromm, The Ecocriticism Reader: 
Landmarks 


In Literary Ecology.  University of Georgia Press, 1996.

 Greg Garrard, Ecocriticism:  The New Critical Idiom, Routledge, 2004.

Course Schedule:
Date


Topic
& Reading Assignment





8/25-27
I.  What is Ecocriticism?


 
9/1-3
9/8


Reading Assignment:



Garrard, Chapter 1, “Beginnings: Pollution,” pp. 1-15



Read the following in Glotfelty & Fromm:



McDowell’s “The Bakhtinian Road to Ecological Insight,”  p. 371.




Sanders’ “Speaking a Word for Nature,” p. 182.




Love’s “Revaluing Nature:  Toward an Ecological Criticism,” p.225.



[Use Lyon”s “A Taxonomy of Nature Writing, p. 276 as reference as 



needed.]
9/10

9/15-17

9/22-24
II.  Environmentalisms







Reading Assignment:



Garrard, Ch. 2, “Positions” p. 16-32 and Ch. 7 “Animals,”p.136.


Read the following in Glotfelty & Fromm:







Campbell, “The Land and Language of Desire:  Where Deep 





Ecology and Post-Structuralism Meet,” p. 124.




Le Guin, “the Carrier Bag Theory of Fiction,” p. 149.




Kolodny, “Unearthing Herstory:  An Introduction, p. 170.




Allen, “The Sacred Hoop:  A contemporary Perspective,” p. 241.




Silko, “Landscape, History, and the Pueblo Imagination,” p. 264.

9/29-10/1



10/6-10/8
III.  Classics in Ecocriticism







Read the following in Glotfelty and Fromm:




White, “The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic 
Crisis,” p. 3.




Meeker, “The Comic Mode,” p. 155.




Norwood, “Heroines of Nature:  Four Women Respond to the 




American Landscape,” p. 323.
10/13-10/15

10/20-22

10/27

IV.  Pastoral and Wilderness Themes in Literature and Popular 



Culture




Reading Assignment:


Garrard, Ch. 3, “Pastoral,” p.33 & Ch. 4,”Wilderness,” p. 59
10/29

11/3-/5

11/10-12     V.  Place and Dwelling Themes in Literature and Popular Culture




Reading Assignment


 Garrard, Ch. 6 “Dwelling,” pp. 108-135.
                 
Read the following chapters in Glotfelty and Fromm:




Evernden, “Beyond Ecology:  Self, Place, and the Pathetic Fallacy,” 




p.92



Slovic, “Nature Writing and Environmental Psychology:  The 




Interiority of Outdoor Experience,” p. 351.

11/17 & 19

12/1 & 3

12/8

VI.  Apocalypse and Global Themes in Literature and Popular 



Culture



Reading Assignment:


Gerarrd, Ch. 5, “Apocalypse,” p. 85 &Ch. 8,”Futures” p. 160.


Read the following in Glotfelty and Fromm:




Dietering, “The Postnatural Novel:  Toxic Consciousness in Fiction 




of the 1980s,” p. 196.




Philiips, “Is Nature Necessary?”, p. 204.
12/10

Review

Final Exam date:  _____________________
Sociology 4047

Graded Assignments  for Undergraduates in Class
[Graduate students will be graded on a different basis to be determined.]
Attendance and Participation…………………………100 points

In-class presentation of assigned chapter.............. 100 points
2 outside-of-class short projects……………………. 100 points ea = 200
2short essay open-book tests on reading assignments..100 ea = 200
One 5-page paper:  ecocritical analysis of cultural product (e.g., book, article, poem, film, popular culture product)…………………100 points
Final exam (take-home essay)………………………… 100 points

Class rules:  
Attendance & Participation required

No make-up exams

No late papers

No laptops in class

Be on time

· If you require certain accommodations because of a disability, please let me know by the end of the third week so that your learning needs may be appropriately met.  You will need to provide documentation from Disability Services (Willard 322 303-492-8671 www.colorado.edu/sacs/disabilityservices)
· We (instructors and students) are expected to adhere to the behavior standards listed in the Rights and Responsibilities Regarding Standards of Conduct.  The specific policy may be found at www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html
· Both students and faculty are expected to abide by the University’s honor code.  The specifics can be found at www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode.  Cheating and plagiarizing will result in a failing grade for either or both the assignment and the course.  Information on what constitutes these behaviors can be found in the honor code document if you have any questions. 
· Sexual harassment is not tolerated.  For more information on maintaining a fair and safe environment and sexual harassment policies and reporting see www.colorado.edu/sexualharassment or call the Office of Sexual harassment at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  
· The Writing Center: Meet one-to-one with a writing consultant for sound advice at ANY stage of your writing process. They teach you strategies to formulate and organize strong thesis statements, use and cite evidence appropriately, master style and grammar, and overcome writing anxiety. Services are free to all CU students. Please visit http://www.colorado.edu/pwr/writingcenter.html  The Writing Center is located in Norlin Library, Room E-156. For more information on the Writing Center please email wrtghelp@colorado.edu or call (303)735-6906. 
