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Socy 4121-002

Sociology of Religion

Fall 2009

Instructor: Eleanor A. Hubbard 

Class:
 W: 3pm-5:50pm; Educ 231


Office Hours:  By appointment

Office: Ketchum 11A 

Phones: 303-494-9718o and 303-817-6536c (leave a message on either answering machine)

Email: hubbarde@colorado.edu 

Mailbox: Sociology Department, Ketchum 219

Course Content
In this class, we will be exploring the complex intersections between sociology and religion by examining carefully the concepts: culture, identity, sacredness, politics, stratification, modernism, globalism, popular culture, social structures, and social conflict in the context of religious practices.  We will explore how various religions are used and misused, but we will not be exploring the differing faith claims nor trying to debunk religious experiences. The methodology we will use is experiential and ethnographic as we explore important personal and social issues as they relate to religion, using a critical scholarship to understand and analyze them.  You will not be a passive recipient of knowledge in this class, because you will be expected to participate in in-depth study, lively discussions, written and oral assignments, and individual and group assignments. I hope that you will leave this course able to think critically about religion, and to use your sociological imagination to understand religion sociologically. 
Texts

Kurtz, Lester (2007) Gods in the global village: the world’s religions in sociological perspective. 2nd ed.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Press.

Prothero, Stephen (2007) Religious literacy: what every American needs to know—and doesn’t.  NY: HarperOne.  

Course Requirements 

1. One (1) research paper (worth 35% of your total grade) due 12/7.  This paper will be completed in sections, each of which will contribute to this grade. See p. 4-5 in syllabus for further details.

a. A one (1) page proposal due 9/16 (worth 5% of this assignment)

b. An annotated bibliography due 10/14 (worth 15% of this assignment)

c. Part one of the paper due 11/4 (worth 30% of this assignment)

d. Final paper due 12/7 (worth 50% of this assignment)

2. Three (3) exams, (worth 35% of your total grade). See p. 5 in syllabus for further details.
a. Exam # 1, 9/23 (worth 30% of this grade)

b. Exam # 2, 10/21 (worth 30% of this grade)

c. Exam # 3, 12/2 (worth 40% of this grade)
3. One (1) religious service experience (worth 25% of your total grade). See p. 5 in syllabus for further details.
a. One (1) paper, due next class period after attending (worth 20% of this grade)

b. One (1) group presentation,  due 12/5 (worth 80% of this grade).  See pp. 5-6 in syllabus for further details.  

4. 4. In-class assignments (worth 5% of your total grade). See p. 5 in syllabus for further details.

a. Attendance and participation
b. Short in-class essays
c. Other assignments as assigned
Course Rules

1. Attendance/participation: Attendance is expected, as is class participation. Students are expected to actively engage the course, by being prepared for and participating in all class sessions (refer to # 4 for the use of electronics in the classroom).  Almost every class session, there are  in-class individual and group activities which are part of your attendance/participation grade.  When a student misses a class, for whatever reason, no documentation is expected or needed.  It is, however, always the obligation of the student to check with another student for lecture/discussion notes and to make up the in-class assignment, if possible.  No student will be penalized for missing class or assignments due to religious holidays, but even so the student is expected to notify me and complete all work. When a student needs to leave a class session early, please do so as unobtrusively as possible, alerting me before hand, if possible.

2. Missed classes due to illness: There will be lots of sharing in this class, but please don’t share your germs.  I prefer that when a student is sick, particularly contagious, that s/he does not come to class. If you miss an exam due to illness, the make-up will always be an essay exam.

3. Email communication-Any information sent via email is considered, per university policy, an official communication.  I do communicate with my classes regularly by email, so please check your email regularly.  

4. Use of electronics in the classroom: Any technology in the classroom may either assist or detract from learning.  It is unlikely that the use of iPods and cell phones during class time are of educational value, however, computers are often valuable for the purpose of taking notes during lecture, and for some other educational activities.  For these reasons, any use of iPods and cell phones is strongly discouraged, as is the use of computers to play games or surf the web during class.  I will notify any student I think is using electronic devices inappropriately in the classroom, and their attendance/participation grade will be affected, unless I have been notified of their appropriate use, for instance, an emergency.  
5. Assignments: All individual assignments must be the work of the individual student. Feedback will be given on every  assignment in a timely fashion; it is expected that future assignments will reflect the feedback given. All group assignments must be (as nearly as possible) the equal work of all members.  This means that each member attend all preparation meetings, that work is distributed by mutual agreement, and that presentations, both oral and written, reflect the work of all the participants.  If group work is a hardship for any student, I may negotiate an alternate assignment; otherwise, students are expected to participate actively in any group assigned. 
 6. Written work: It is expected that all written work be submitted electronically.  Standard English is expected, as is careful editing of all written assignments for spelling, punctuation, and grammar. In addition, all papers must be typed double-spaced, and page numbers included.  Appropriate parenthetical citations from scholarly sociological sources are expected whenever you use an idea which is not your own (see plagiarism, # 9 below).  It is expected that citations and works cited pages use ASA (American Sociological Association) format; style manuals for this format can be found on-line.
7. Late assignments policy: All written assignments are due electronically at least one hour before the beginning of the class of the day it was assigned. Late assignments may be turned in at any time until the end of the semester with a penalty of two letter grades lower. If students know they will be unable to complete an assignment on-time, they may notify me in writing prior to the due date that the assignment will be late and indicate a date on which it will be completed. If due to an emergency, students do not know they will be unable to complete an assignment on-time, they may notify me in writing up to five days after the assignment was due with proper documentation included (a doctor’s note, or a funeral notice; for instance).  No excuse is necessary if the professor is notified prior to the assignment’s due date, and no penalty will be exacted if students meet their own deadlines.  However, late papers will not be graded until all on-time assignments have been graded and will not receive written comments from the professor.  Any assignment submitted electronically no later than the beginning of the class prior to the due date will be given a 5% increase in grade. These will be graded with the on-time assignments.  All oral assignments must be presented on the date negotiated, unless I am notified, and other arrangements can be made (this is usually impossible). If a student cannot do all the necessary work for a group assignment and/or appear on the date of a scheduled oral presentation, that student must do a written assignment, negotiated with me.
8. Honor Code-When requested, the student must sign the honor code for any written work: On my honor, as a University of Colorado at Boulder student, I have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance on this (test, paper, work, or assignment)
9. Plagiarism: Any material copied from another source without proper citation is plagiarism and will be punished according to university guidelines.  You will not find web sites selling term papers particularly useful for this class, because of the unique nature of the assignments. However, you should note that your work may be evaluated through TurnItIn.com, a plagiarism service provided to all faculty members at CU-Boulder, and that this service retains a copy of the submitted work for future comparisons.
10. Grading: Grades will be distributed on a standard scale of 90-100 % equals A, etc.  Any student who disagrees with a grade should contact me as soon as possible. Extra credit will be given only in extreme circumstances, negotiated between the student and the instructor.

11. Disabilities: If you qualify for educational accommodations because of a disability, please submit a letter from Disability Services to me in a timely manner so that your needs may be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities (Disability Services is located in Willard Hall 322, 303-492-8671 and on the web at www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices).  Even if you do not quality for disability accommodations, it is my intent and my desire to work with all students so that you can perform at the highest level of which you are capable.  Giving me information about your needs is the best way for me to work with you well. 

12. Sexual harassment: CU’s policy on sexual harassment applies to all students, staff and faculty.  Sexual harassment is unwelcome sexual attention.  It can involve intimidation, threats, coercion, or promises or creates an environment that is hostile or offensive.  Harassment may occur between members of the same or opposite gender and between any combination of members in the campus community: students, faculty, staff, and administrators.  Harassment can occur anywhere on campus, including the classroom, the workplace, or a residence hall.  Any student who believes s/he has been sexually harassed should contact the Office of Sexual Harassment (OSH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  Additional information including campus resources available to assist those who believe they have been sexually harassed can be obtained at: www.colorado.edu/sexualharassment/
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COURSE OUTLINE

Kurtz and Prothero are required texts for this class.  All other readings are on electronic reserve. 

The full citations for all of the readings assigned are listed on p. 6 of this syllabus. 

Day
Date
 
Topic




Assignment

Religion around the world

1
8/26

Introduction to the sociology of religion
2            9/2
              Religion and sociology

              Kurtz chapt 1









Greeley

 3
9/9

Religion and culture


Prothero

4
9/16 

Religions of the east


Kurtz chapt 2

Research proposal due
5
9/23

Religions of the book


Kurtz chapt 3









Exam # 1
Everyday Religious experience

6
9/30

Religious identity


             Kurtz, chapt 4

7
10/7

Religious ritual


             Bellah, Malinowski








             Munson


8
10/14

Religious experience


Annotated bibliography due

Social Issues in Religion

9
10/21

Religion and politics


Kurtz chapt 6

Exam # 2
10
10/28

Religion and modernism

              Kurtz, chapt 5
11           11/4 

Religion and modernism, pt. 2

Pinn, Wilson









Part 1 of research paper due

12          11/11                    Religion and popular culture

Clark, Mahan, Lovheim

13 
11/18                   Religion and social conflict

Kurtz chapt 7 









Falk, Juergensmeyer et al.


11/25

Fall break
14
12/2

Religion and social conflict, pt. 2

Exam # 3

12/5 

Group presentations

15
12/7

Tieing up loose ends


Final research paper due
RESEARCH PAPER (worth 35% of your grade)

The research paper you write for this class is for the student to investigate in-depth a particular religious expression, demonstrating your ability to understand and use the conceptual framework of this class.  Your final paper will be worth 40% of your total grade and is expected to be about 12-15 pp. in length.  You will be graded on a one-page proposal, an annotated bibliography, the first part of the paper, as well as your final product. Since extensive research is expected, each of these papers should be well thought out, well written and edited, and reflect, of course, your own thinking.  An electronic version of each paper is expected, in addition, the final paper must also be presented as a hard copy.

A one-page proposal, to be submitted on September 16th, must be approved before you begin work on your paper and is worth 5% of this assignment.  See below, for the format of this paper. An annotated bibliography is to be submitted on October 14th, with appropriate scholarly sources annotated as to their useful for the purposes of your paper.  It is impossible for me to predict how many sources are appropriate for you, but you will be graded on comprehensiveness and quality of sources. This bibliography is worth 15% of this assignment.

The first part of the paper, 6-7 pp. in length, is due November 4th and should describe the particular religious expression you have chosen and the everyday life experiences of its adherents. This section of the paper is worth 30% of this assignment and should have a works cited page. 

Your final paper, due December 7th, should be 12-15pp. in length and is worth 50% of this assignment. Your final paper must include the second part of your paper, approximately 6-7pp. in length, discussing a particular social issue that is relevant for your chosen religious topic, as well as an introduction, summary/conclusions, works cited page, and good transitions between each section. 

Possible Topics
This list is not comprehensive nor should it limit your creativity in choosing a topic for your paper.  The intent is to start you thinking and engage you in choosing a topic that ignites your educational passion.

Mormonism and the defeat of proposition for gay marriage in California

The Shakers and their work ethic

Meditation practices and Zen Buddhism

Fundamentalism and violence

Non-violence and the Anabaptist tradition

Mega-churches and their use of technology

American Jews relationship to the state of Israel

The role of religion in the bombing of abortion clinics

Achieving a religious identity in a NRM

Religion in a changing India (or China)

Women and Muslims (or any religion actually)

The Episcopal Church and sexual orientation (or again any religion)

The relationship between Shintoism and Buddhism in Japan

Modern witchcraft and its politics

Liberation theology and the Americas

Scientology and Hollywood

Proposal

Title: Sexuality in the Mormon Church

Author: Eleanor A. Hubbard

Description: Joseph Smith, Jr. who claimed that he received a visitation from the angel Moroni, founded The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, also known as Mormons, in the 1820s in the United States.  Moroni directed him to a long-buried book describing the ancient Israelite inhabitants of the Americas.  Now one of the largest and fastest growing new religious movements, Mormonism has spread throughout the globe with over 13 million adherents. The Mormon Church’s headquarters is in Salt Lake City, UT, and is governed by a Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, all men. Since its inception the Mormons, a traditionally conservative church, have always had a conflicted relationship with sexuality.  Many of the early church founders practiced plural marriage.  Mormons wear special under garments in order to demonstrate their commitment to their church, and currently, the church is at the forefront of the movement against abortion and gay marriage.  All of these topics will be explored in this paper.

Timeline Research Paper (worth 40% of your total grade)
9/16-one page proposal due, worth 5% of this assignment

10/14- an annotated bibliography due, worth 15% of this assignment

11/4-part one of this paper due, worth 30% of this assignment

12/7-final paper due, worth 50% of this assignment 

EXAMINATIONS (worth 35% of your grade)

The first exam (9/23) will probably be an in-class objective and short answer exam.  The second exam (10/21) will probably be an essay exam with some short answers and submitted electronically.  The third and final exam (12/2) will probably be an essay exam. The first two examinations will cover only the material presented in lecture and in the articles assigned since the last exam; however, the final examination may cover all the materials presented the entire semester.  If you miss any of the assigned exams no matter the reason, make-up exams are always essay exams.  The first two exams are each worth 30% of this grade and the final exam is worth 40% of this grade. The final exam for this class is scheduled for 12/16, 7:30-10pm, and will be used for group presentations.

RELIGIOUS SERVICE /PAPER/GROUP PRESENTATION (worth 25% of your total grade)
The educational purpose of this assignment is for you to observe first-hand the public religious expression of a particular religion.  You and a partner must attend a least one or two religious services of a religion of your choice.  A list of services that are appropriate to attend will be provided, however, with my permission you and your partner may attend any public religious service.  Appropriate behavior at the service is expected; arriving before the service and remaining throughout, a quiet respectful demeanor, no talking or laughing, and participating in the service, if you feel comfortable. Remember you are a guest of a group of people who feel strongly about their faith; please be respsectful.
One 2-3 pp. paper (worth 20% of this grade) must be submitted no later than the class period after you attend the service.  This paper is a “snap-shot” of your experience and should describe the religion and the service, from your point of view, using the conceptual framework of the class. On the day scheduled for our final exam, December 5th, you and a group of all the students who attended a particular religious service will present your experience to the class.  This group presentation (worth 80% of this grade) should include personal experiences and documentation given out by the religion (for instance, a bulletin, a list of classes provided, etc.), as well as a well-researched discussion of the religion using the conceptual framework of the class. This presentation should demonstrate individually and as a group that you understand a particular religion in the larger context of the study of sociology of religion.  All presentations will be held on Saturday, December 5th in lieu of a final exam.
ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION (worth 5% of your grade)
Attendance and participation is expected and graded in this class (see course rules # 1).  The grade assigned is based on your being prepared when class begins by studying assigned readings and being prepared to discuss, participating during the class period, and short essays written in-class.  These assignments usually cannot be made up if you miss a class.  Any other assignments given during the course will also contribute to this grade.

WORKS CITED

This is a list of all the readings assigned for this class.  Kurtz and Prothero are required texts for this class; all other readings are on electronic reserve at the library.

Bellah, Robert N. (2003) “The ritual roots of society and culture,” pp. 31-44 in Michelle Dillon’s (ed.) Handbook of the sociology of religion.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Clark, Lynn Scofield. (2007) "Religion, Twice removed: exploring the role of media in religious understanding among "secular" young people,” pp. 69-83 in Nancy Ammerman’s (ed.) Everyday religion: observing modern religious lives.  Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Falk, Richard (2001) “Defining a just war,” The Nation.  October 29, 2001. http://www.mafhoum.com/press2/66P15.htm
Greeley, Andrew. (ed.) (1995) “What is religion? The search of the classic tradition [Marx, Freud, Durkheim, Weber]” pp. 1-26, 32-39 in Andrew Greeley’s Sociology and religion: a collection of readings.  New York: HarperCollins.

Juergensmeyer, Mark. (2007) "Religious war, terrorism, and peace," and Gerry ter Haar, “Religious war, terrorism, and peace: a response to Mark Juergensmeyer,” and ManabueWatanabe “Religious violence amid love, compassion, and hate: a response to Mark Juergensmeyer,” pp. 7-19 in Gerrie ter Haar and Yoshio Tsuruoka’s (ed,) (2007) Religion and society: an agenda for the 21st century. Boston: Brill.
Kurtz, Lester (2007) Gods in the global village: the world’s religions in sociological perspective. 2nd ed.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Press.
Lovheim, Mia. (2007)"Virtually Boundless? Youth negotiating tradition in cyberspace" pp. 83-103 in Nancy Ammerman’s (ed.) Everyday religion: observing modern religious lives.  Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Mahan, Jeffrey  (2007) “Reflections on the past and future of the study of religion and popular culture,” pp. 47-62 in Gordon Lynch’s (ed.) Between sacred and profane: researching religion and popular culture.  London: Tauris.
Malinowski, Bronislaw (1995) “The function of funerals” pp 28-31 in Andrew Greeley’s Sociology and religion: a collection of readings.  New York: HarperCollins.
Munson (2007)  “When a funeral isn’t just a funeral: the layered meaning of everyday action,” pp.  121-133 in Nancy Ammerman’s (ed.) Everyday religion: observing modern religious lives.  Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Pinn, Anthony (14p.) "On a mission from God: African American music and the nature/meaning of conversion and religious life," pp. 143-157 in Gordon Lynch’s (ed.) Between sacred and profane: researching religion and popular culture.  London: Tauris.
Prothero, Stephen (2007) Religious literacy: what every American needs to know—and doesn’t.  NY: HarperOne.  

Wilson, Nancy (2009) Queer theology as change agent. January 31, 2009 address,  Creating Change Conference, Denver. CO

