Deviance in U.S. Society – SOCY 1004-106/110/112
Recitation Syllabus – Spring 2010
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Teaching Assistant: Wade Smith

Office: Ketchum 8

Office Hours: Tuesday 9am-12pm, and by appointment 

E-mail: Wade.P.Smith@Colorado.edu

Recitation Times and Locations:
Section 106: Monday 8:00-8:50am (CLRE 302)

Section 110: Friday 12:00-12:50am (ATLS 1B31)

Section 112: Friday 8:00-8:50am (KTCH 301)

Overview: This recitation course is designed to supplement the SOCY 1004 lecture material. My responsibility, as the recitation instructor, is to provide greater clarity to the material and issues presented in the lecture classes as well as the assigned readings.  The primary intent of the recitation is to help cultivate critical thinking.  To achieve this, the focus of the recitation is on the application of the concepts covered in lecture and the readings to everyday life.

In essence, the objectives of this recitation course are to

· enhance your understanding of the course material
· promote a critical thinking mindset

· make sense of the material within the context of everyday life. 
Course Policies and Environment: This syllabus is intended as a supplement to Dr. Watterworth’s course syllabus. Please review his syllabus for an overview of the course and course policies as they pertain to recitation as well as lecture. The following policies are specific to the recitation section.

Laptops: Laptops are not permitted during recitation unless notified in advance by the TA to fulfill a specific course need.
Assignments: All written work submitted must include your first and last name and recitation section number.  Additionally, all writing assignments completed outside of recitation must be typed and follow the guidelines provided in the “Writing Guidelines” for this recitation.  No assignments will be accepted via e-mail.  No late assignments will be accepted.
Evaluation Components (40% of course grade):
Attendance




  50
Participation




  50
Critical Thinking Exercises


100
Writing Assignment 1: Observational
100

Writing Assignment 2: Theoretical

100
Total





400
Attendance: You are allowed two absences throughout the course of our recitation schedule without an impact to your grade.  Each absence beyond that will result in a deduction from your Attendance grade.
Participation: Because this class is meant to help you better understand the covered material, your active participation is important in achieving the objectives of this recitation course.  Your participation grade will be made up of, among other things, small group work, participation in classroom discussions, and your behavior in the classroom.

We will cover a number of potentially sensitive topics throughout this course, and while you are encouraged to think independently and critically, we must maintain a courteous and respectful classroom environment.
To adequately participate in classroom discussions, it is essential that you stay current with the course readings.  The weekly readings are to be completed before you come to the recitation course.  We will many times engage with the supplementary readings assigned by Dr. Watterworth, so make sure you are up to date with these readings, as well as those from the textbook.

Critical Thinking Exercises: Throughout the semester six exercises will be assigned and/or incorporated into the recitation schedule.  These exercises will require you to apply critical thinking to specific topics of interest.  Your participation and completion of each of these activities is worth a maximum of 25 points.  Graded on the quality of your participation and completed work, your four highest “Critical Thinking” grades will be added to your recitation points and the lowest two will be dropped. 
Writing Assignments:  You are assigned two writing assignments during the course of the semester.  The first paper will require you to make observations outside of class and relate them to the course material.  This paper will be due Thursday, March 18, 2010.  The second will require you to apply one of the theoretical positions presented in the course materials to a substantive topic of your choice.  This paper will be due Thursday, April 22, 2010.  Each of these papers is to be three to five pages long, and must follow the formatting guidelines provided in the “Writing Guidelines” for this recitation.  More specific instructions will be provided for each paper well in advance of the due date.
