Sex, Gender, and Society

(SOCY/WMST 1016-020)

Spring 2010

Recitation Syllabus

Teaching Assistant: Liz Morningstar

Email: Elizabeth.Morningstar@colorado.edu
** I will respond to email within one day from the time I receive it. If you do not hear back from me within 48 hours, please email me again. I will not respond to email after 8pm on any given day, so be sure to email me before then. 

Office: Ketchum 414

Office Hours: Monday 11:00-12:00 pm, Wednesday 10:00-11:00pm and 12:00-1:00 pm. 

**Please note these are the ONLY available office hours that I have. 

Recitation Sections
Section 
Day

Time


Location
021 

Monday
12:00 pm-12:50 pm  
KTCH 234 



022

Wednesday
11:00 am-11:50 am
VAC 1B88
023 

Friday

11:00 am- 11:50 am
ECON 119 

Classmate Information

Name___________________  Email:_________________  Phone:_________________

Name___________________  Email:_________________  Phone:_________________

Description

The purpose of this recitation is to provide an opportunity for students to actively engage in the material discussed in lecture and readings. It is imperative that you come to class having read and thought about the material. Most importantly, you should be prepared to work in small groups and encourage discussion among your fellow classmates. Media is an important tool we use to learn about, understand and communicate gender expectations. Throughout the semester we will analyze a variety of media pieces. I encourage you to come to class with media examples and/or email me examples that you come across throughout the semester. 

Attendance and Participation

Attendance in recitation is required and will affect your overall grade. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class, so be on time. Being consistently late will also impact your overall grade. If you miss class, you are responsible for getting notes and assignments from a classmate. If you have any questions regarding this policy, please bring them to my attention. 
Participation in recitation is crucial. Recitation is not only a time to address questions that you have about the reading and lecture material, it will also be an opportunity to learn new material that WILL show up on the midterm and final exam. Your participation grade will be determined based on your attendance, your participation in small group discussions AND your participation in whole-recitation discussions.

Assignments and Grades
Research Projects 
The research projects will encompass a large part of the work you will do in this class.  Professor Mollborn will assign 4 short projects in which you will do independent, original sociological research of various types (interviews, surveys, observations, content analysis) to investigate gender-related issues. You will work together in small groups to pool your findings and discuss them in recitation, then for all but the last project you will individually answer a series of written questions that summarize your group’s findings and apply them to ideas and issues from the course.  Expect to spend plenty of time writing insightful answers for each assignment.  Your work will be graded and returned to you so that you can continually improve during the semester.  Note that it may seem easy to do this research and answer the questions, but to get a good grade you will need to do a thoughtful and critical analysis of your results that takes time to write.  Project 1 will be a content analysis of advertisements, project 2 will be a survey on the household division of labor, project 3 will be an interview study about gender and friendship. Project 4 will be a group project providing gender-related advice for a new male or female college graduate, in any format you choose (e.g., PowerPoint, poster, pamphlet, oral presentation). You will choose your own group members and present your project jointly. You will be required to complete a tutorial in the first weeks of class on conducting research with human subjects before you can collect any data from human subjects in projects 2 and 3.  
Research Project Dates

January 25th-29th: Project 1 distributed and small groups assigned
February 1st-5th: Share Project 1 in small groups

February 8th-12th: Project 1 write-up due

February 15th-19th: Project 2 distributed and choose small groups
February 22nd-26th: Share Project 2 in small groups

March 1st-5th: Project 2 write-up due

March 15th-19th:  Project 3 distributed and choose small groups
March 29th-April 2nd: Share Project 3 in small groups

April 5th-9th: Project 3 write-up due

April 12th-16: Project 4 distributed and choose small groups
April 19th-23rd: Project 4 due

Online Discussions 

As discussed in the course syllabus, nearly every week, using CULearn’s discussion tool you will post one discussion question about the assigned readings for the week, as well as a paragraph-long response to other students’ questions or comments. The point of this assignment is to engage with one another and to think critically about the reading. Well-written discussion questions and responses will be insightful and thought-provoking, as well as demonstrating clearly that you have completed the readings for the week. At several points in the semester, we will read your posts, and you will receive a grade of zero, check minus, check, or check plus (see below for a more detailed rubric). You should submit your question and comment online on CULearn by 7:00 p.m. the night before your recitation. Posts submitted by email will not be accepted.  I will read questions and responses prior to your recitation to help address any questions you might have about the reading. Therefore, no late questions will be accepted—no exceptions. You are allowed two “free skips” per semester to allow for weeks when you are sick, traveling, swamped with work, etc. You do not need to notify me in advance when you take your skips—simply skip posting during that particular week. Skips beyond the allowed two will count as a zero grade for that week. If you regularly post more than twice per week, for example to ask more questions about the readings and/or to provide more responses to other students, we will consider that to be a sign of excellent participation, and it will bring up your participation grade.

Discussion Rubric. 

Zero 

Assignment is not turned in or is turned in late. Late assignments will not be accepted—no exceptions. REMEMBER the assignment is only considered complete if you have submitted a question AND a response to someone else’s question. 

Check-Minus

· Discussion questions are submitted

· Questions do not directly relate to the reading

· Questions are focused on comprehension of facts 

· Responses are submitted

· Responses does not engage with the question

· Responses does not draw on course material

Check

· Questions are connected to the reading

· Questions move beyond basic comprehension of the reading 

· Questions reflect some critical thought

· Responses demonstrates engagement with the reading

· Responses shows some critical thought

Check-Plus 

· Questions engage with the reading in an unique or critical way

· Questions situate the reading within broader course concepts

· Questions connect the reading to other course material/discussions 
· Responses thoughtfully and critically engages with reading and course material to answer question
Class Expectations 

· Please respect me and your fellow classmates. We will be discussing sensitive and sometimes divisive topics and at times disagreement may arise. I expect students to remain civil and to work together to create an open and comfortable environment for everyone. I will not tolerate any insensitive or offensive remarks or behavior. Students who do not meet this expectation will be asked to leave the classroom. 

· Please arrive to class on time and prepared. Bring your books/articles as well as your notes from lecture to recitation each week. 

· You are responsible for all material covered in recitation. If you miss class, you are responsible for getting assignments and notes from a classmate. 

· Cell phones must be turned off during the class period unless I have given you permission to have them in vibrate mode.

· Please do not pack your things or leave before class had ended. 

· Because we will spend the majority of our time in group discussions, laptops will not be allowed in recitation unless you have received prior approval from me. 

· Please be familiar with the University Honor Code, www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode, and the University’s Policy on Classroom Behavior, www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html. 

Discrimination and Harassment:  

The University of Colorado at Boulder policy on Discrimination and Harassment, the University of Colorado policy on Sexual Harassment and the University of Colorado policy on Amorous Relationships apply to all students, staff and faculty.  Any student, staff or faculty member who believes s/he has been the subject of discrimination or harassment based upon race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status should contact the Office of Discrimination and Harassment (ODH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  Information about the ODH, the above referenced policies and the campus resources available to assist individuals regarding discrimination or harassment can be obtained at http://www.colorado.edu/odh.

Disability Statement

If you qualify for accommodations due to disability, please let Dr. Mollborn and me know during the first two weeks of the semester. It is your responsibility to contact Disability Services and obtain documentation. The Disability Services Office is in Willard 322 and can be contacted at (303) 492-8671 or through http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices. 

Other Obligations

Please let the me know in writing, at least two weeks in advance of any religious observances and/or athletic obligations that will conflict with recitation attendance and assignment due dates so that I can make accommodations. 

Other

This syllabus covers expectations for recitation. Please be familiar with this syllabus as well as the course syllabus. Any changes to either syllabus will be posted on CULearn.
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