Sociology 4084

Punishment, Law and Society
Spring 2010
Professor Sara Steen

Email address: steen@colorado.edu

Office information:  Ketchum 205; 303-735-6658

Office hours: Mondays 11-12, Wednesdays 11:30-12:45, or by appointment

“Punishment puzzles us and disappoints our expectations because we have tried to convert a deeply social issue into a technical task for specialist institutions.” 

--David Garland, 1991:  1

“Crime control strategies and criminological ideas are not adopted because they are known to solve problems.  The evidence runs out well before their effects can be known with certainty.  They are adopted and they succeed because they characterize problems and identify solutions in ways that fit with the dominant culture and the power structure upon which it rests.”

--David Garland, 2001: 26

“Punishment can be seen to reflect our understanding and our values, and is therefore regulated by standards people apply every day for what is and what is not possible to do to others.  So the question for each of us is:  would it be in accordance with my general set of values to live in a state which represented me in this particular way?”

--Nils Christie, 1994: 185-6

Course objectives

This is a course about how we characterize the crime problem in the United States and how that affects the crime control strategies we adopt.  Over the course of the semester, we will talk about the current state of punishment in America, focusing on the questions of how we got here and what choices lay ahead.  My primary learning objective for you is that you leave the course recognizing that the way a society responds to crime is a choice, and that any particular strategy rests upon certain assumptions about the causes of crime and the purposes of responding to crime.  My hope is that this course will help you become more willing and better able to assess policy choices we make as a society about how to respond to crime.

Course meetings

This class is scheduled to meet Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 1-1:50.  Attendance is not required, though you will be much more successful in the class if you attend regularly and participate in class discussions.  During exam weeks, we will not hold Friday class.  The final exam is scheduled for Wednesday, May 5th from 4:30-7 p.m.
Course readings

The following books are available at the University Bookstore:

Bogira, Steve.  2005.  Courtroom 302.

Hallinan, Joseph T.  2001.  Going Up the River.
Schultz, Sunny.  2009.  Dreams from the Monster Factory. 

Tonry, Michael.  2006.  Future of Imprisonment.
Two additional required readings are available at the course CULearn website, which you can access through CUConnect at https://cuconnect.colorado.edu.  

Course requirements

Readings:  All readings should be completed by class time on the date listed on the syllabus.    

Journals:  To participate effectively, you must read and reflect on the assigned material, and come to class prepared to think about and discuss the material. To achieve these goals, I will ask you to maintain a journal throughout the semester. The two things you should be demonstrating in all your journal entries are that you understand the main points of the assigned material, and that you have given them some thought. For more information, please review the document “Tips for Journals” which is posted on the course website. You will be journaling online using the “discussion” tool in CULearn.  This is the first time I have used this tool, so there may be some adjustments throughout the semester, but here is the plan for now:
       Your journal will be a single word document (.doc) which you will add to each week. At the beginning of each week’s journal entry please list the date of the Monday on which the week’s entry is due. To be considered on time, you need to submit the document by Monday at 1 p.m. (with one exception, all journal entries are due on Monday—the one exception is the first entry, which is due by noon on Wednesday, January 20). The name of the file you are submitting should include the due date and your first and last name (e.g., “Sara Steen January 25”).

       To submit your journal entry each week, you will click “Discussions” in the Course Tools Menu. Then click on the link for that week (e.g., “Reading Journal January 20”).  Choose “Create new entry.”  The subject line should simply be “Reading Journal January 20”.  You can leave the message space blank.  Click on “add attachments,” then on “my computer,” then go to your word document.  Click on your document and choose “open.”  You should preview your post to ensure that your entry has been property uploaded (choose the “preview” option), then close it out and choose the “post” option. For the next week, you will add a new entry to the existing journal and you will follow the directions above to post the full document. Please be sure to back up your journal in case you have a problem with your computer or there is a problem with CULearn. 

You will submit your journal 11 times throughout the semester. I will grade journals from approximately 15 students each Monday.  Entries that are time stamped in CULearn by 1:00 p.m. Monday will be graded as on-time submissions. You may turn your journal in up to two days late (by 1 p.m. on Wednesday), but one point will be deducted from all late journals.  While each journal will be graded four times, only three of these will count toward your final grade (you can drop your lowest grade).  Reading journal assignments are cumulative, so even if your journal is not graded for several weeks, you will be graded on the entries for all of the weeks since it was last graded.  After I grade your journal I will post a comment/attachment which includes a draft of your journal with comments. Please add your next entry to this draft (the one with my comments). To grade the journals, I will use a five point grading system, as follows:

5 points:  Work that exceeds expectations, indicating strongly engaged, high-quality thinking or exploration

4 points:  Work that meets expectations, follows the assignment

3 points:  Work that partially meets expectations (e.g., almost all journal assignments are completed or student clearly misunderstands the author’s argument) 
2 points:  Work that does not meet basic expectations (is incomplete) 

1 point:  Work that does not meet basic expectations (in incomplete) and is turned in late (up to one class period)
Exams:  There will be three exams in this course.  Exams one and two will include multiple choice and short answer questions, and the final exam will also include essay questions.  The final is cumulative.  You will be allowed to bring limited material into the exams (partially open book).  
Participation:  You will receive a grade for your participation in class.  Given the large class size, this is not a major part of your grade, but it allows me to acknowledge individual students who make a special effort to actively engage with the course material.  There are a number of ways to do this.  Participation includes not only answering questions during class, but also asking critical questions, bringing relevant articles to class, emailing me when you see a movie that is relevant to class, or coming to my office hours to discuss the course material.  

Extra credit field observation projects and reflection papers:  For extra credit, you can do a fieldwork paper for the class in which you observe people working in the criminal justice system.  Observation opportunities include the Boulder Justice Center, the Boulder County Jail, and possibly the state prisons in Canon City.  After you have done your observations, you will write a 2-3 page reflection paper about your experience in which you describe what you observed and reflect on how your observation enhanced your understanding of course material.  Additional information about these opportunities will be announced in class, and information is also available on the course website (“observation possibilities”).  You can earn up to 5% of extra credit for doing this project.  
Grading

Your grade for this course will be based on satisfactory completion of the required tasks; you decide for yourself how hard you want to work.  The grade you earn does not depend on how well you do in comparison to others in the class.  Your grade will be based on the following components:


Reading journal




30%

Exam 1





15%

Exam 2





20%

Final Exam 




30%

Class participation



 5%


Extra credit field observation paper 

 5%
If you are particularly concerned about your grade in this class for any reason (athletics, scholarships, academic probation, etc.), I STRONGLY advise that you schedule an appointment to talk with me towards the middle of the semester so that we can touch base about your grades thus far and talk about strategies for improving your performance if you are not doing as well as you need to be.  Please don’t wait until the end of the semester when it will be too late for me to work with you on improving your performance.  

Course expectations and policies 

Classroom etiquette:  Please refrain from engaging in conversations with your neighbors during class, as this can be quite disruptive to those around you.  If you choose to use a laptop in class, please sit in the back row of the classroom and remember that if you are doing non-class activities, it is disruptive to students around you.  Please remember to turn off your cell phones before class begins.  

Email policy:  If you contact me via email, please put “4084” in the subject line so that I can identify student emails and respond to them in a timely manner.  If you do not use this subject line, I cannot guarantee a response to your email.  Please note that university policy prohibits the discussion of student grades via email, so please do not email me with questions about your grade.  This policy is intended to protect you; your grade is a private matter, and email is a public forum.  The first place to go if you have questions about your grade in the course is to CULearn—I will post all of your grades there so that you have an easy way to keep track of your progress in the course.  If you wish to discuss your grade, please come to office hours or make an appointment.

Assignment policies:  Make-up exams are not permitted except in the case of a family death or serious illness, and you must notify me prior to the exam if such a circumstance arises.  
Honor code:  All students are expected to adhere to the University of Colorado’s Honor Code. Please familiarize yourself with the provisions of the Honor Code.  

Special accommodations for… 

…Religious holidays:  The University of Colorado at Boulder has legal and moral obligations to accommodate all students who must be absent from classes or miss scheduled exams in order to observe religious holidays.  If you will be absent from class for a religious observance, you must notify me of any scheduling conflicts in writing by February 5th. 
…Learning disabilities:  If you have specific physical, psychiatric, or learning disabilities and require accommodations, please bring me a letter from Disability Services by February 5th so that your needs may be addressed.  Disability Services is located in Willard 322, and information is available at www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices.

…Student athletes:  If you are on an athletic team and will be missing classes, please get me a letter by February 5th.  It is your responsibility to look ahead on the syllabus and deal with any conflicts (e.g., scheduled assignments) prior to the conflicting activity.  Merely providing a letter to me does not mean that you have dealt with these conflicts—you are responsible for working with me to develop a plan to cover any absences.  

Daily schedule of topics, readings, and assignments
	Day and date
	Topic
	Assigned reading
	Assignments due

	M January 11
	Course introduction
	Online week 1 reading (Garland)
	See sample journal entry online; no entry required for Garland

	Section one:  Underlying principles of justice

	W January 13
	Principles of justice
	
	

	F January 15
	Principles of justice
	
	

	M January 18
	NO CLASS:  MLK DAY


	
	

	W January 20
	Principles of justice
	Tonry chs. 3, 4 (skip pp. 90-96)
	Journal January 20 

	F January 22
	Principles of justice
	
	

	Section two:  Justice in practice:  Making and enforcing laws

	M January 25
	Making laws
	Bogira pp. 3-71
	Journal January 25

	W January 27
	Making laws
	
	

	F January 29
	Making laws
	
	

	M February 1
	Enforcing laws
	Bogira pp. 88-150, 171-209
	Journal February 1

	W February 3
	Enforcing laws
	
	

	F February 5
	Enforcing laws
	
	Special accommodations letters due

	M February 8
	Enforcing laws
	Bogira, pp. 260-285, 288-350
	Journal February 8

	W February 10
	Enforcing laws
	
	

	F February 12
	Enforcing laws
	
	

	M February 15
	Exam 1 review
	No readings
	

	W February 17
	EXAM 1
	
	

	F February 19
	NO CLASS
	
	

	Section three:  Justice in practice:  Prisons and prisoner reentry

	M February 22
	Prisons
	Tonry ch. 6, Hallinan pp. 1-60
	Journal February 22

	W February 24
	Prisons
	
	

	F February 26
	Prisons
	
	

	M March 1
	Prisons
	Tonry ch. 7, Hallinan, pp. 61-113
	Journal March 1

	W March 3
	Prisons
	
	

	F March 5
	Prisons
	
	

	M March 8
	Prisons
	Hallinan, pp. 114-218
	Journal March 8

	W March 10
	Prisoner reentry, begin movie “A Hard Straight”
	
	

	F March 12
	Movie:  “A Hard Straight”
	
	

	M March 15
	Prisoner reentry
	Tonry ch. 8, Schultz (xi-65)
	Journal March 15

	W March 17
	Prisoner reentry
	
	

	F March 19
	Prisoner reentry
	
	

	March 22
	NO CLASS (SPRING BREAK)
	
	

	March 24
	NO CLASS (SPRING BREAK)
	
	

	March 26
	NO CLASS (SPRING BREAK)
	
	


	Section four:  Justice in practice:  Collateral consequences

	M March 29
	Collateral consequences
	Tonry ch. 2 (pp. 27-29, 42-54), week 11 online reading (TBA)
	Journal March 29

	W March 31
	Collateral consequences
	
	

	F April 2
	Collateral consequences
	
	

	M April 5
	Exam 2 review
	No readings
	

	W April 7
	EXAM 2
	
	

	F April 9
	No class
	
	

	Section five:  The future of justice: Openings for reform

	M April 12
	Restorative justice
	Schwartz, pp. 66-201
	Journal April 12

	W April 14
	Restorative justice
	
	

	F April 16
	Restorative justice
	
	

	M April 19
	Changing laws
	Tonry ch. 1, online reading for week 14 (Steen and Bandy)
	Journal April 19

	W April 21
	Changing laws 
	
	

	F April 23
	NO CLASS:  
Elijah Anderson talk 2 p.m. in Old Main Chapel (opt.)
	
	

	M April 26
	Changing laws
	
	

	W April 28
	Course wrap-up
	
	

	F April 30
	Final exam review
	
	

	Wednesday, May 5, 4:30-7 p.m.
	
	
	FINAL EXAM


