SOCIOLOGY OF RELIGION
SOCY 4121-01 (Summer Term A 2010) 

Classroom:  Ketchum 234
Meeting Times:  Mon - Friday

11:00 a.m. - 12:35 p.m.
Office Hours: after class or by appt.

Ketchum 215A

Dr. Jen Hlavacek (pronounced lah-vah-check)

E-mail:  jen@hlavacek.org
As students of the sociology of religion, you will explore the complex role of religion in society.  The focus of the course will be on the influence that various religions have on the society in which they exist and, in turn, on the effect of that social structure and culture on religion.  Because globalization has brought about unprecedented changes throughout the world, you will explore how this process has also affected religion.  Since religious pluralism is a critical aspect of our global village, you will explore other major religious traditions in cultures other than the U.S.  In your intellectual journey, you will also learn some factors contributing to the tremendous conflict that engages social actors in the world today.  We will look at case studies of some convicted terrorists and attempt to understand why religion would fuel acts of violence.
However, this is NOT a philosophy course and will NOT spend time on the question, “Is there a God?”  As sociologists we will start with the assumption that billions of people across the planet practice various forms of religion and their actions shape the social world around us, just as the society affects religion.  Also, this is NOT a course in theology on particular religious beliefs.  This course will NOT attempt to argue for the legitimacy of one set of religious beliefs over another set of beliefs.  It does not matter if you are Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist, Hindu, Atheist, or none of the above. You are expected to show respect for beliefs that are different than your own.  Above all, you are to be a sociologist in this class and attempt to the best of your ability to objectively analyze religious behavior and religious actors within their particular social, cultural and historical context. Also, please note that because we use scientific methods to study religion does not mean that sociology attempts to deny the relevance of theism in our social world.

You will develop your own skills of personal autonomy as you take responsibility for your own education. Because research shows that an INTERACTIVE model of learning is more effective for HIGHER LEVEL LEARNING than a more passive pedagogical model, this is not merely a lecture based class.  I will present additional information in class to add to the reading material, but we will also engage in discussions, watch DVD’s, and participate in exercises that personalize and enhance the reading material.  You are an active participant in building your own knowledge base.  As your instructor, I act as your learning guide in this particular field of study. Although I have perhaps studied more of the research in sociology of religion, I inevitably learn from all of my students who are engaged in our learning process. Because this class is an interactive seminar, its measure of success for you will be broadly based on your involvement. This class should hone your sociological skills, which will help you throughout your life experiences.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES:
At the end of the course, each student who is successful will be able to
· Evaluate major theories within the sociology of religion.
· Explain various scientific methods used to study the sociology of religion.

· Write essays that display critical thinking skills.
· Explain the complexity of religion—including the relationships between rituals, myths, symbols, ethos, and worldview.  How does religion affect one’s worldview? How does one’s worldview affect other parts of social life, in addition to religion (economic, political)?

· Explain how class and gender intersect with religion.  What are some of the major conclusions drawn from previous sociological research?

· Understand  and be able to articulate how the political sector and the religious merge, showing awareness of the continuing effort by those with power and privilege to make the current system appear uniquely right and just (even ordained by God).  In addition you will more fully understand religious movements that are fueled by anti-establishment feelings.

· Explain how Judaism, Christianity and Islam have broad commonalities as well as differences.  How does this affect their religious ethos?  Their ethics? How do the East Asian influenced religions of Buddhism and Hinduism differ?
· Understand how religious ideology (in all major faith traditions) can motivate extremists to commit acts of violence. What encourages these cultures of violence and what constitutes the logic of religious terrorism?
· Become familiar with some of the research that has been conducted in the field of the sociology of religion in the United States and other parts of the world.

· Articulate whether the U.S. has become a more or less religious society in the last fifty years?  The rest of the world?  What are the consequences? 
· Learn how different worldviews, based on religion, affect one’s behavior individually, as well as influence international relations.

 ASSIGNED TEXTS:

Kurtz, Lester. 2007. Gods in the Global Village. Second Edition.  Pine Force Press.
Juergensmeyer, Mark. 2003.  Terror in the Mind of God.  Third Edition. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
ON RESERVE in LIBRARY:

Roberts, Keith A.  2004.  Religion in Sociological Perspective. 4th Edition. Wadsworth Publishing. (You do not need to purchase this book.  I will have a couple of copies “on reserve” in the library.)

There will be several articles that will be assigned throughout the semester. Some may be on reserve.  Others passed out in class.
EVALUATION CRITERIA:
Each student will be evaluated on the following criteria:

· Course INVOLVEMENT: You are expected to ATTEND class every session. You are expected to READ the assigned material BEFORE the class session and be ready to be ACTIVELY INVOLVED in CLASS DISCUSSION.  As a member of this class, you have a responsibility to be an active member of the group.  If you wish to take on a more passive posture, you should seek another type of class than this one.

· By staying current, you will be able to earn up to 50 points toward your final grade.  In-class quizzes will be given so that you can exhibit your knowledge of the reading material.  Some will be unannounced quizzes and others will be worksheets used while viewing DVDs in class.  All of these must be completed in class the day the quiz/worksheet is given.  In other words, you must be in class in order to take the quiz and there will be no make-ups. This is designed to REWARD those students who come to class and are ACTIVELY ENGAGED in their own education.  Do not take these quizzes for granted.  You cannot earn an “A” in this class without doing well on these quizzes.

· In addition, all class discussions will be conducted under the rules of CIVIL DISCOURSE. See CU’s policy on disruptive behavior in class. We will be discussing some sensitive issues.  Each student is to show respect for me, fellow students and other points of view.  If someone breaks the rules of civil discourse, they will be asked to leave the class and will lose two points off of your grade.

· There will also be two EXAMS on material covered in the text, the supplemental readings, class discussions, videos, outside speakers and anything else that occurs in class.  Potential points earned on Exams are 250 total points.  These will be composed of multiple choice and essay questions.  You can earn another 50 points on in-class quizzes.  The final exam is not comprehensive. Thus you have the potential to earn 300 points.
· POTENTIAL POINTS                              


Exams



 250
In-Class Quizzes

   50
Total Points                              300
· Grading Standards for written work as Published by the Department of Sociology:

       A = technically flawless and exhibiting both substantially greater than usual 

               understanding of, and insight into, class readings AND startling

               originality of analysis.

       B = the demonstrated quantity and/or quality of the work is greater than 

               what was required.

       C =  the grade you get when you complete all of the required elements of an

               assignment, no more, no less.

        D = the work fails to fulfill all required elements, but fulfills most of them.

        F =  the work fails to fulfill ½ or more of the required elements.

· At the end of the semester, the total points that you earn will be divided by total potential points of 300.  The percentage you earn of the total points will determine your final grade.  The normal scale for assigning letter grades is as follows:

A
93% -100%

A-
90% - 92%

B+
87% - 89%

B
83% - 86%

B-
80% - 82%

C+ 
77% - 79%

C
73% - 76%

C-
70% - 72%

D+ 67% - 69%

D   63% - 66%
D- 60% - 62%

F
Under 60%

Final exam will be on July 2.  If you have multiple exams scheduled in one day, refer to the official policy set by CU Administration.  I will not change your final exam schedule for any reason other than what is stated in the CU Official Policy Guidelines. If the CU administration changes these dates for any reason, it will be announced in class.  It is your responsibility to keep your syllabus updated.)
NO USE OF ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT IS ALLOWED IN THE CLASSROOM.  TURN OFF CELL PHONES AND LAP TOPS WHILE CLASS IS IN SESSION.  Also due to safety precautions, please get permission before you bring a guest to the class.

I am happy to speak with you about your grades throughout the semester.  However, do not wait until the end of the semester to speak to me of any special problems you might have.  Talk to me at the beginning of the semester about any problems or “situations” you might have that you fear will affect your work. If you must make a certain grade to graduate, make your plans at the beginning of the semester so that you earn enough points to reach your goal of graduation.

I never assign extra work so that you can earn more points. Why?  TIME.  I do not have a teaching assistant and I simply do not have the time to grade extra assignments, essays that go beyond the length requirement, late papers that are graded out of sequence, etc.  You will have to earn your points under the current guidelines and assignments.  Unless a math error has been made, no grades will be changed after they are assigned and recorded in university files.

EXCUSED ABSENCES:  There are absolutely NO excused absences for the two exams.  You will automatically get a zero if you do not take the exam.  I will only cancel an exam due to weather IF the CU Campus at Boulder is officially closed. Illness is not an excuse.  Death in a family is not an excuse.  Why am I so inflexible on this point?  It is simply unfair to the rest of the class for anyone to miss the exam and expect to take the same exam after the class has taken it.  It is also unfair to administer another exam which may not be comparable to the one given to the other students. 
POLICY OF RETURNING ESSAYS, EXAMS, AND QUIZZES:

All papers should be picked up by the individual student. Measuring your skills and sociological knowledge is one objective in the evaluation process.  Another goal is to improve your work as the semester transpires.  Toward that goal, I write comments on your essays so that you can improve your next essay and earn more points toward your final grade. Also, quiz questions may show up on one of your exams, so the quizzes are good reviews for exams. If you fail to pick up your graded papers, you lose out on part of the learning experience. In addition, it sends a signal that you are not very interested in this class or your grade in this class.

Also, please respect your fellow students who do not miss class sessions.  How do you disrespect them? You do so by asking about announcements that were made in a class session in which you did not attend.  Responsible students who attend class regularly do not want, nor should they be forced, to have their valuable time wasted by topics that have already been covered in a previous class.  Any questions you have regarding what was covered in a session that you missed must be answered on your own time by a friend who does not mind helping you out of a bind.  
You are required to keep all of your graded quizzes, essays and exams after they are passed out to you.  You must have the copy of the graded paper if for some reason you feel I have not recorded your grade correctly.  It is your responsibility to keep all graded papers returned to you.
POLICY REGARDING STUDENT ATHLETES:
If you are a student athlete, you must bring me a typed letter from the athletic department designating you as an official student athlete with a name and number of your coach with whom I can co-ordinate should it become necessary.

FINAL COMMENT:
If you take responsibility and follow the assignments, participate in class discussions, and study for the exams, you will have no problem doing well in this class.  As upper level students with the requirements to get into this class, I know that you have the abilities to do very well in every aspect of the class.   I also look forward to our mutual involvement in very timely and interesting topics of our day.  Know that I welcome those students who are truly interested in the subject of this class and I want you to succeed!  I welcome your comments via e-mail, after class, or in my office.  Many times we think of things that are pertinent to the class discussion or questions pop in our heads when we are taking a shower.  So please share any thoughts or ideas that you have with me.  My e-mail address is listed on the front page of this syllabus. 
All assignments are subject to change upon my discretion.  Changes will be announced in class and each student will be responsible for these changes to the syllabus or schedule of assignments.
