Introduction to Sociology, SOCY 1001-003 (Spring 2011)

Time: MWF 9-9:50a



Location: Eaton Humanities 135

Instructor: Kristofer Hoyt



Email: kristofer.hoyt@colorado.edu
Office: Ketchum 409



Office Hours: MW: 10-11:30

FYI: You are responsible for understanding the full contents of this syllabus, and whatever has been changed or added to it over the course of the semester. This syllabus qualifies as testable material, and may be amended at my discretion.

Required Text: Goodwin and Jasper (Eds.). 2008. The contexts reader. New York: W.W. Norton.

Optional Text: Witt, Jon. 2010. SOC, 2nd edition. New York: McGraw-Hill.

CULearn: Additional readings will be posted on CULearn. Be sure you have access.

Purpose of Course:

This course will introduce you to the Sociological perspective, and will explore current social issues to get you thinking about your personal place in local, national, and global societies and cultures. We will explore these issues in a variety of ways: lecture, course readings, videos, and class and group discussions. In general, this course aims to provide you with the tools to develop a more complete, methodical worldview. More explicitly, this means understanding how social forces affect our ideas and behavior, and the consequences of this relationship. To this end, I will rely heavily on reading, writing, and class discussions. Many sensitive issues will be discussed in class and I will expect you all to be respectful participants and listeners. Also, I understand that we all learn things differently, so this class will use the variety of pedagogical approaches described above, and evaluation methods listed below. Make no mistake: this class will be challenging…but nobody remembers or learns much from their easy classes—and challenging and enjoyable are not mutually exclusive traits! Please remember: it is up to you to address the success of your learning experience, which means that it is your responsibility to assess your progress and address any issues: ask questions, come to office hours, communicate with classmates, send emails, etc.
Course Objectives:

I will be looking for how well you demonstrate your abilities as a student, with respect to these objectives, in my final evaluation of your performance in this course.

If we both are successful in this course you will:

· develop the ability to see individual (importantly, your own) choices and situations in a larger social context of trends, history, culture, interaction, inequality, and social structure--appreciating the relationship between social forces and individual circumstances (this is the definition of a sociological imagination);

· gain an understanding of the different theoretical perspectives and important concepts utilized within sociology;

· better understand the connections between inequality and the construction of reality;

· more specifically, gain an understanding of: category formation and the effects of these categories on our lives and the lives of others, transcending these categories, and appreciating difference, in pursuit of a more just world;

· practice the application of your sociological imagination and the various theoretical perspectives for a richer understanding of your self (your values, choices, beliefs), people, relationships, inequality, societies, and see possibilities for social transformation;

· have the opportunity to improve your test taking, studying, and writing skills through practice on the evaluation components of the course, and individual coaching from your instructor; 

· demonstrate your understanding of course material and your ability to meet academic standards of excellence on the papers, exams, and in discussions.

· have the means and desire to be an open-minded, holistic, and critical consumer of information
Classmate Information:

You should have the contact information of some classmates—in order to get missed lecture notes, clarify due dates, assignments, etc. This will make both of our lives easier. You will be required to have the spaces below filled by the second week  of class (at the time of the syllabus quiz).
Name: 




Email:

Name:




Email:

Classroom Decorum:  Please plan to arrive on time and stay for the duration of the class.  If you do find yourself running late, please enter the classroom as quietly as possible.  There are six activities that I find particularly unacceptable: immature or bigoted comments or actions, packing up early, holding side conversations, texting, surfing the internet, and reading outside material during class.  I cannot emphasize enough how much these activities distract from our ability to learn from each other and maintain a productive classroom environment. While in class, please listen attentively. This is a critical part of productive class discussions. I reserve the right to eject from class any student who behaves inappropriately, according to these guidelines.

Turning in Work:  All assignments must be submitted in class on the date they are due.  Assignments placed in my mailbox or emailed to me will not be acknowledged, unless we have made prior arrangements.  If you are unable to attend class when work is due, I expect you to submit it to me before the assignment is due, have someone turn it in for you during class, or make other arrangements with me. Late work will not be accepted without valid documentation. No exceptions!
Cell phones:  Turn off your cell phone before you enter the classroom. If you should happen to forget this and your cell phone does go off during class, turn it off immediately or leave the room promptly. Do not answer texts. Though you may not think so, I consider texting extremely rude. After three general warnings, those caught texting will lose 3 points for each infraction. If you need to keep your cell phone on due to a personal emergency, please let me know before class. If I find your texting distracting, I reserve the right to remove you from class.

Disability statement:  If you have a physical, psychiatric, or learning disability and require accommodations, please let me know ASAP so that your needs may be appropriately met.  You will need to provide documentation of your disability to Disability Services (Willard 322; 303-492-8671).  If you have an undocumented disability, and would like extra time on exams or other accommodations, please let me know the first two weeks of class.

Religious Holidays: The University of Colorado at Boulder has a legal and moral obligation to accommodate all students who must be absent from classes or miss scheduled exams in order to observe religious holidays.  You will not be penalized for missing class due to a religious observance, but you must notify me of any scheduling conflicts in writing by February 7th.

Distribution of Grades:

Points:

Attendance
and Participation
20

Syllabus Quiz


 5

Concept Quizzes (2)

30

Reading Quizzes (10)

40

Media Analysis Paper

30

News Response Paper

15


Midterm Exam


40

Reading Response Papers (2)
30

Application Paper


30




Final Exam



60




300

Attendance and Participation:
There are 20 points available. You begin with this balance. You may lose points for disrupting class by disobeying behavioral guidelines outlined in the “Classroom Decorum” section, by not participating, or by missing class. One point will be deducted for each absence, and behavioral problems will lose points at my discretion. Points may be gained by thoughtful participation in class discussions. Though I strongly encourage in-class participation, you may also earn these points with email communication, so feel free to email me your thoughts, news articles, etc.

Class discussions extend the value of class readings greatly by helping us understand better the author’s points, as well as interpretations of the issue and piece that differ from our own. It is sociology in practice! I will expect all of you to participate in class discussions, and to help us all do this, we all must do our best to create an environment that facilitates open, honest, mature discussions.

Syllabus Quiz:

This is to be sure you have read and understand the syllabus, and will happen in week 2. Easy points, and a timesaver for us both! I will check to be sure your classmate information section has been filled out at the time of this quiz.

Concept Quizzes:

There will be two of these, spaced out through the semester, and will only address material from the concept sheet.

Reading Quizzes:
I will do these as necessary. These are in-class, and are open format. Four points each.

Media Analysis Paper: (2 pages)

For this paper, you will critically and thoughtfully evaluate the representation of race, class or gender in a mainstream film. More details will be discussed in class. Follow the writing guidelines carefully. These are the last two pages of the application paper directions. These papers will be due Monday, April 18.
News Response Paper: (1 page)

For these papers, you will discuss the sociological relevance of a news story covered in class. Again, be sure to follow the writing guidelines carefully. These may be done throughout the semester, but must be complete no later than Friday, April 8.

Reading Response Papers: (1 page)

These papers are an opportunity for you to critically, and sociologically, analyze and respond to the argument(s) in one of our readings. There are two required, and they cannot be done in the same section of class.
Application Paper: (2 pages)

You will apply your sociological knowledge outside of the classroom setting. You need only complete ONE of these papers. See separate sheet for these directions. It is absolutely imperative that you follow directions in writing this paper.
Exams:

Exams will be quantitative. The final will be cumulative—not to be tricky—it will not ask obscure facts and dates, but will make sure you have ingested the most important ideas from previous units, and readings from those units. Make up exams will not be allowed without valid documentation. ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS.
Grading Standards:

	Letter Grade
	Percentage

Grade
	Description

	A
	90-100
	Exceeds all required elements of an assignment, and the quality of the work is considerably greater than what was required.  The quality of the work is considerably above the class average and impressive to the evaluator.

	B
	80-89
	Meets all required elements of an assignment, and the quality of the work is better than what is required and demonstrated by the class average.

	C
	70-79
	Meets all required elements of an assignment, no more, no less.  Quality of assignment is satisfactory for college level work.

	D
	60-69
	Fails to meet all required elements of an assignment, and/or the quality of the assignment is less than satisfactory.

	F
	Less than 60
	Only meets some of the required elements of an assignment, and/or the quality of the assignment is considerably lower than satisfactory.  50% of points are not guaranteed.  At this level, points are only given if some elements of the assignment are met.  If not, very low percentages are likely.


Academic Integrity: Cheating is defined as using unauthorized materials or receiving unauthorized assistance during an examination or other academic exercise.  Plagiarism is defined as using another’s ideas or words without appropriate acknowledgment.  Either of the above actions will result in a grade of F (0%) on the assignment.  This also includes removing an exam from the classroom! The University will also be notified if cheating occurs. If any of this is unclear, consult http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/studentinfo/index.htm
Tentative Topic, Assignment, and Reading Schedule (readings to be done before class):


Topic One: Sociology and Socialization



Films: Examined Life, Sidewalk, Jesus Camp, Manufacturing Consent, OutFoxed
Week One: 
M: January 10: Intro to class




W: 12: Sociology





-Mills: “The Sociological Imagination”





-Witt, Chap. 1 (O)




F: 14:  Cont’d





-Lorber: “Believing is Seeing: Biology as Ideology”

Week Two:
M: 17: MLK, Jr. Day.




W: 19: Sociological Method; Syllabus Quiz and Contact Info due





-Henslin: “How Sociologists do Research”





-Chap. 64: “sense and nonsense about surveys”

-Witt, Chap. 2 (O)




F: 21: Cont’d
Week Three:
M: 24: Socialization





-Becker: “On Becoming a Marihuana User”; 

-Witt, Chap. 4 , Chap. 5 (89-102); (O)

-Kellman and Hamilton: “The My Lai Massacre”




W: 26: Media and Socialization





-Chap. 16: “keyword: culture”





-Chap. 19: “do media monsters devour diversity?”




F: 28: Cont’d





-Boykoff and Boykoff: “Balance as Bias”

-Hedges: “Using Deconstruction…”

-Giroux and McLaren: “Toward a Critical Theory of Representation”
Topic Two: Deviance, Crime, Punishment



Films: Grass, The American Drug War, Frontline: When Kids Get Life, Frontline: The Released
Week Four: 
M: 31: Deviance: Application 1 due




-Anderson: “Code of the Streets”





-Witt, Chap. 6 (O)




W: February 2: Cont’d

F: 4: Crime and Criminals


-Chap. 51: “beyond crime and punishment: prisons and inequality”

-Chap. 52: “legalize it? A bulletin from the war on drugs”



Week Five: 
M: 7: Cont’d




W: 9: Incarceration

-Wakefield and Uggen: “Incarceration and Stratification” 

-Schlosser: “The Prison-Industrial Complex”




F: 11: Post-Incarceration





-Terry: “From C Block to Academia”





-Pager: “Would You Hire an Ex-Convict?”

Topic Three: Global Economics, Postmodernity, and Consumerism

Films: Life and Debt, This is What Democracy Looks Like, Frontline: Ghana—Digital Dumping Ground, Banksy: Exit Through the Gift Shop
Week Six: 

M: 14: Colonialism; Application 2 due
-Hall: “The West and the Rest”



W: 16: Global Economics

-Chap. 21: “keyword: inequalities”

-Cavanaugh and Mander: “The Unholy Trinity”



F: 18: Cont’d
-Simons, “The Price of Modernization…”

-Goldman, “Imperial Nature”
Week Seven: 
M: 21: Postmodernity
-Best and Kellner: excerpt from The Postmodern Turn

-Ritzer: “The McDonaldization of Society”



W: 23: Consumerism

-Klein: excerpt from No Logo
-Schor: “The New Politics of Consumption”
F: 25: Cont’d; Application 3 due
-Chap. 29: “consumers with a conscience: will they pay more?”

Topic Four: Capitalism and Class





Films: Capitalism: A Love Story, The Corporation, Iraq for Sale: The War Profiteers
MIDTERM EXAM: Monday, February 28


Week Eight: 
M: 28: Midterm




W: March 2: Capitalism and Class





-Chap. 25: “keyword: the market”





-Witt, Chapter 9 (206-208), Chapter 10 (O)





-Chap. 23: “as american as apple pie: poverty and welfare”





-Chap. 24: “the compassion gap in american poverty policy”

F: 4: Cont’d


Week Nine:
M: 7: Learning Class

-Chap. 17: “roll over beethoven, there’s a new way to be cool”




-Chap. 15: “chess, cheerleading, chopin: what gets you into college?”


W: 9: Sustaining Modern Capitalism





-Klein: excerpts from The Shock Doctrine





-Domhoff: “Who Rules America?”

F: 11: Cont’d


Topic Five: Race and Ethnicity

Films: Race: The Floating Signifier, The Pathology of Privilege, Good Hair, Chappelle's Show, Welcome to New Orleans
Week Ten:
M: 14: Race and Privilege: Application 4 due

-Witt, Chap. 13 (O)

-Chap. 35: “keyword: race”


-Omi and Winant: “Racial Formations”

W: 16: Cont’d

-Chap. 5: “why are there so many “minorities”?


-Rothenberg: “The Social Construction of Race, Class, Sexuality…”


-Chap. 39: “are asian-americans becoming ‘white’?



F: 18: Cont’d 
Week Eleven: SPRING BREAK

Week Twelve:
M: 28: Living race in institutions

-Chap. 11: “breaking the last taboo: interracial marriage in america”





-Chap. 13: “the black-white test score gap”




W: 30: Race and economics
-Harrison: “Illegality at work: Deportability and the productive new era of immigration enforcement”

-Chap. 38: “forty acres and a mule: what if america pays reparations?”



F: April 1: Race and the public sphere





-West: “Race Matters”





-Chap. 20: “black public intellectuals: from dubois to the present”

Topic Six: Gender and Sexuality



Films: Paradise Bent, Fight Club, Bigger Stronger Faster, Buying into Sexy
Week Thirteen: 
M: 4: Gender





-Witt: Chapter 12 (265-279) (O)

-Lorber: “The Social Construction of Gender”


W: 6: Cont’d

-Reay: “Spice Girls, Nice Girls, Girlies, and Tomboys”
-Young, et al.: “Drinking Like a Guy: Frequent Drinking Among Undergraduate Women”



F: 8: Cont’d; Last day for news analysis paper



-Chap. 32: “the sanctity of sunday football: why men love sports”

Week Fourteen: 
M: 11: Work


-Hochschild: “The Managed Heart”

W: 13: Sexuality

-Chap. 30: “keyword: sexualities”





-Chap. 34: “learning from drag queens”





F: 15: Sexuality and Sexual Violence





-Thompson: “A New Vision of Masculinity”


Topic Seven: Environment, Inequality, and Food



Films: Rivers and Tides, Manufactured Landscapes, Blood Diamonds, Blood and Oil
Week Fifteen:
 M: 18: Defining Environment; Media analysis paper due; Application 5 due
 


-Witt, Chapter 14 (334-342) (O)




W: 20: Environmental Justice





-Chap. 59: “life and death in the city: neighborhoods in context”


-Chap. 62: “fences and neighbors: segregation in twenty-first-century america”




F: 22: cont’d
Week Sixteen: 
M: 25: Food


-Schlosser: “Fast Food Nation”



W: 27: Resources and Petro-Violence


-Watts: excerpt from Violent Environments

-Junger: “Blood Oil”





-Klare: “Blood and Oil”




 F: 29: Cont’d
FINAL EXAM: TUESDAY MAY 3RD; 1:30-4p

