SOCY 1004 – Deviance in U.S. Society
Spring 2011

Recitation Syllabus
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Teaching Assistant: Wade Smith 
E-mail: Wade.P.Smith@Colorado.edu
Phone (emergency only): (757)232-7364
Office: Ketchum 8


Office Hours: Friday 8:00 am-11:00 am, and by appointment
Assistant Teaching Assistants:
Kristen Mildenberger     Kristen.Mildenberger@Colorado.EDU
Casey Moher
Casey.Moher@Colorado.edu
Recitation Times and Locations:
Section 111: 
Friday 1:00-1:50 pm (GUGG 206)
ATA: Kristen
Section 114: 
Friday 12:00-12:50 pm (ECON 13)
ATA: Casey
Section 115: 
Friday 2:00-2:50 pm (HLMS 137)
ATA: Kristen
Course Webpage: http://spot.colorado.edu/~adler/
Required Textbook: Adler & Adler, Constructions of Deviance Custom Edition 7E Spring 2011
Overview: This recitation course is designed to supplement the SOCY 1004 lecture material. My responsibility, as the recitation instructor, is to provide greater clarity to the material and concepts presented in the lecture classes as well as the assigned readings.  The primary intent of the recitation is to help cultivate critical thinking.  To achieve this, the focus of the recitation is on the application of the concepts covered in lecture and the readings to everyday life.

In essence, the objectives of this recitation course are to

· enhance your understanding of the course material
· promote a critical thinking mindset

· make sense of the material within the context of everyday life. 
Classroom Environment: Your active participation in course discussions and activities is essential if we are to accomplish the objectives outlined above.  This participation requires that you complete all assigned readings before recitation, arrive to class on time, stay for the entire class, turn off and put away your cell phone before entering the classroom, and refrain from otherwise disruptive behavior.

Throughout the semester we will discuss a number of potentially sensitive topics such as race, sexual orientation, and rape.  While your active participation in these discussions is encouraged and important, it is essential that we maintain a courteous and respectful course environment that promotes the participation of all members of the class.  All perspectives and shared experiences are valuable in the learning process, and therefore deserve our attention and respect.

Course Policies: This syllabus is intended as a supplement to Dr. Adler’s course syllabus. Please review her syllabus for an overview of the course and course policies as they pertain to recitation as well as lecture. The following policies are specific to the recitation section.

Assignments: No late recitation assignments will be accepted, and there are no make-up opportunities.

Laptops: Laptops are not permitted during recitation unless notified in advance by the TA to fulfill a specific course need.
Reading Lists: All assigned readings are to be completed before attending recitation.  The list of chapters to be read each week can be found on the course website under the hyperlink titled “Reading Lists”.  In addition, each week’s reading list contains a list of relevant terms and concepts that will be discussed in class.  I strongly recommend that you use this list of terms and concepts as a guideline when reading each assigned chapter.  In addition, it would be beneficial if you print these lists out each week and use them as outlines to take notes as we discuss the chapters during class. These lists also work well as study sheets for the exams. 

Evaluation Components (24% of course grade):

Attendance



80 points (8% of course grade)
Participation



80 points (8% of course grade)
Critical Thinking Exercises

80 points (8% of course grade)__
Total




240 points (24% of course grade)
Attendance: Recitation attendance is crucial to your success in this class. You are expected to attend all sessions of the recitation in which you are enrolled. You are allowed one absence without an impact to your grade.  Additional absences will result in a loss of both attendance and participation points.
Participation: Participation is extremely important to your success and experience in this class. You will be expected to attend recitation and be prepared to discuss the readings assigned for that week. Class participation includes expressing one’s thoughtful reflections about a particular topic, actively listening during lecture or discussion, participating in small group work, maintaining an environment where each individual feels comfortable expressing his/her views on any topic, and displaying appropriate classroom behavior.  For those who are less inclined to speak during class, I expect you to find other ways to participate.  If you have concerns about this portion of your grade, please discuss this with me early in the semester.
To adequately participate in classroom discussions, it is essential that you stay current with the course readings.  The weekly readings are to be completed before you come to the recitation course.
Critical Thinking Exercises: Over the course of the semester, there will be a number of unannounced in-class exercises to include quizzes and individual and small group exercises that require you to think critically about the week’s readings.  All out-of-class assignments are due in hard copy by the end of recitation on the due date.  There will be no exceptions to this policy, or make-up opportunities for these exercises.  The lowest exercise grade will be dropped, and the others will make up 8% of your final course grade.
Additional Course Requirements: You are required to purchase 6 blue books (available at the bookstore), and hand them in to your ATA by the end of the third week of the course. You will need two blue books for each exam, and these will be randomly distributed back to you at the exams.
It is your responsibility to understand the “modified outline format” that is to be used on the exams for this course. The format guidelines will be discussed in detail and the ATA and I will be happy to answer any questions you may have concerning the format. We will do our best to make sure you understand. However, it is ultimately your responsibility to understand the format, so if you have any questions do not hesitate to ask. No points will be received if you do not use the proper format in answering exam questions. 
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