Environment and Society, SOCY 2077, Spring 2011
Time: Tuesday/Thursday 9:30-10:45 AM
Room: Hellms 252
Instructor: 

Dr. Joyce Nielsen   joyce.nielsen@colorado.edu



Office: Ketchum 310.Office Hours: Tues 2:30-4, Wed 10:30-12:30 or by 



appointment
TA: 

Adelle Monteblanco
adelle.monteblanco@colorado.edu



Office: Ketchum 409     Office Hours: 11-1 Tues or by appointment 

Required Text (available in the bookstore):
Craven, Greg. 2009. What's the Worst that Could Happen?  A Rational Response to the Climate 
Change Debate.  New York: Penguin Press. 

Quinn, Daniel. 1992. Ishmael. New York: Bantam Press. 
Recommended to purchase your own copy: 
Bell, Michael Mayerfeld. 2009. An Invitation to Environmental Sociology, Ed 3. Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Pine Forge Press. *Reading Assignments will be made available on CuLearn

King, L. and D. McCarthy (eds). Environmental Sociology: From Analysis to Action. 2nd 
Edition, 2009. Rowman and Littlefield. *Reading Assignments will be made available on 
CuLearn

Hawken, Paul, Amory Lovins and L. Hunter Lovins. 1999. Natural Capitalism. New York: 
Little, Brown and Company.  *Available online at http://www.natcap.org/ Download 
chapters 1 and 2.

Course Description:  Environmental issues are social issues.  This survey course introduces and integrates sociological basics such as socioeconomic status, environmental justice, globalization, commodification, ideologies, population dynamics and social policy with  ecological/ environmental issues such as  production and consumption, sustainability, ecological footprint, global warming, food and water, tragedy of commons, and natural and human-made disasters.   

Class Rules

1) No laptops during lecture

2) Be on time, do not pack up early, do not text in class
3) Learn and become familiar with the CULearn website immediately. If there are technical problems, please call ITS 303-735-4357 (5-HELP)
· If you require certain accommodations because of a disability, please let us know by the end of the third week so that your learning needs may be appropriately met.  You will need to provide documentation from Disability Services (Willard 322 303-492-8671 www.colorado.edu/sacs/disabilityservices)
· We (the instructor, Graduate Teaching Assistant, Undergraduate Teaching Assistant, and students) are expected to adhere to the behavior standards listed in the Rights and Responsibilities Regarding Standards of Conduct.  The specific policy may be found at www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html
· Both students and faculty are expected to abide by the University’s honor code.  The specifics can be found at www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode.  Cheating and plagiarizing will result in a failing grade for either or both the assignment and the course. The student(s) will also be reported to the Honor Code Council.  Information on what constitutes these behaviors can be found in the honor code document if you have any questions. To be clear, plagiarism refers to using the work, ideas, or knowledge of other people as your own. It includes all forms of exam or quiz cheating, using other people’s work, copying all or sections of papers from the web, and “borrowing” (without citing) from published sources. Please do not give me ANY reason to suspect this type of behavior. If you are unclear about the rules regarding plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, or collaboration, please consult Dr. Nielsen or Adelle.
· Sexual harassment is not tolerated.  For more information on maintaining a fair and safe environment and sexual harassment policies and reporting see www.colorado.edu/sexualharassment or call the Office of Sexual harassment at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  
· The Writing Center: Meet one-to-one with a writing consultant for sound advice at ANY stage of your writing process. They teach you strategies to formulate and organize strong thesis statements, use and cite evidence appropriately, master style and grammar, and overcome writing anxiety. Services are free to all CU students. Please visit http://www.colorado.edu/pwr/writingcenter.html  The Writing Center is located in Norlin Library, Room E-156. For more information on the Writing Center please email wrtghelp@colorado.edu or call (303)735-6906. 
· Grades cannot  be discussed over e-mail. We will not respond to grade inquiries over e-mail. 
· FINAL NOTE: We reserve the right to alter any part of this syllabus at any time. All such changes will be communicated promptly.

Classmate Information:

We suggest that you obtain the contact information of a few of your classmates - this benefits everyone. You will be required to have the below spaces filled by the second week of class, your teaching assistant will check the names off. You should consider those on this list as resources for notes, questions and a future study buddy. 

Name:




Email:





Name:




Email:


GRADED ASSIGNMENTS

Exams:

Exams will be both quantitative and qualitative. The final will be cumulative.  Make up exams will not be allowed without valid documentation. NO EXCEPTIONS, so please mark test dates in your calendar. Regardless of the reason, any make-up exams will be an alternate and more difficult. Test questions will be comprised from the text and lecture. This will be discussed with greater detail at a later date. 
Attendance, Participation and preparation

Attendance is essential to a decent grade, given the structure of the class.  Absences for whatever reason result in you missing important material and providing unique insight in discussion. Therefore if you are absent, you are absent, regardless of why. YOU are responsible for speaking with a colleague to find out if new instructions were given in class and copy any notes you missed. Use the classmate information you obtained above. Please do not write Dr. Nielsen or  Adelle asking what you missed. Most importantly we ask that you NOT send an e-mail informing of us of your future or previous absence. If there is a legitimate excuse, please speak with Dr. Nielsen or Adelle Monteblanco directly, and bring valid documentation. 
Below is the breakdown of the attendance and participation points:


56 pts for lecture attendance   (30 lectures X 2 pts each but with 2 freebies - 



excused/unexcused)


20 pts for participation in lecture (This grade is subjective and is based on speaking in class, asking questions, coming on time, and to a lesser extent coming prepared and being respectful. The highest earners of the participation grade will be those who consistently speak up in class.)
The freebies are excused or unexcused absences. You should consider saving them due to the possibility of needing a sick day or for an awesome powder day. 

If you miss a video in class, most of them can be checked out at the library, netflix, blockbuster, or watched in the E center with an appointment scheduled with Sara Dawn Haynes. 

LATE POLICY: If you are consistently late to class it will hurt your attendance and participation grade. 

Cheating: The attendance is recorded by signing in at lecture. You are not allowed to sign someone else in or ask that a peer sign you in. We have no toleration for cheating. If you are caught cheating on the attendance sheet (the first time), all students involved will receive a 0 on their participation and attendance grade, and the information will be reported to the Honor Code Council. 
Overview of larger homework assignments are found below. (More specific information is available on the CULearn website and each assignment will be discussed as the due date approaches. If there are questions regarding an assignment, do not hesitate to ask us questions.) 
Position Letter: 

It is important for you as a citizen or resident of this city, state, country, and planet to make your voice heard. This ensures that one certain point of view does not predominate, and is the irreducible check on this uniquely American democratic process. This letter will be due late in the semester, and I will expect you, as an informed resident/citizen, to be articulate and intelligent (using ideas and facts from class) to make an appeal to any elected official, policymaker, or local newspaper you wish. Elected officials may include members of the City Council, the University President, your Congressperson, the President of the United States, or even global bodies, if you wish. If you have a question about the addressee of your letter, consult the TA or Instructor. I will provide you with an envelope, but not a stamp. More information, including suggested format is online.  *Note that both the rough draft and final paper are graded. 
Adventures/ Community-based learning:

Participation in community-based learning outside of this class is mandatory. Think of it as an additional text. In some way or another you will become personally engaged with the environmental issues we discuss in class. We hope that the subjects discussed in class will be enhanced by your community experiences. Learning outside of the classroom provides additional context. We expect that you will come into contact with multiple perspectives and that this experience provides supplementary opportunities for analysis. 

More specifically this requirement is fulfilled by 10 hours of community-based adventures. The community can include campus, Boulder, Denver, etc. We promise to work with you and your schedule and there will be many opportunities for engagement. You have about 3 months to complete this assignment, plenty of time. This assignment will be discussed in-depth the second week of class. More information, including suggested format for the paper and adventure suggestions, are online.  

Disclaimers: 
1) When you receive graded assignments please keep them in a folder or a safe place of your choosing. If your final grade does not reflect past assignments and tests accurately, it is your responsibility to provide the graded work to be looked at for review. This is consistent with University policy. 
2) All work handed in MUST include your full name. Homework must be completed in 12 pt font with 1 inch margins. 
3) We expect college level writing. For your benefit, there is a document on the course CU Learn site with writing suggestions. 

4) All homework, if it is more than 1 pg must be stapled, no exceptions, points will be deducted. 

5) We do not accept homework by e-mail or in our office boxes. We do not accept late work. 

6) Your grades can be found on CULearn and will be updated frequently.  However, as you receive returned homework, we suggest you fill out the "Grade tracker" below.  
GRADED ASSIGNMENTS: DUE DATES AND POINTS

Assignment 
Points


Due Dates
Grade Tracker

NOTES:
Initial Eco Footprint   20


Jan 20

______/20




Exam 1 

100 


Feb 17 
______/100

Draft, Position Paper 20 


Feb 10

______/20

Final Position Paper 40 


March 3 
______/40

Exam 2 

100 


March 17
______/100

Adventures Completed
100

Apr 7

______/100


Reflection
50


Apr 7

______/50

Final 

150 


May 4
 
_____/150

Attendance 
60  


Cumulative
______/60

Participation 
20


Cumulative
______/20

Other 

~50


Cumulative
______/~50
(in class activities such as free writes, etc. that cannot be made up. We may not use all 50 pts) 








Total: 
_____~710 
Course Schedule
(Complete readings prior to first lecture of each week unless otherwise noted)

PART 1: THE MATERIAL WORLD

Week 1, Jan 11 and 13. 

Introduction 
    Readings [due by Thurs lecture]:

· “Introduction: Environmental Problems Require Social Solutions,” Deborah McCarthy and Leslie King,  pp. 1-13 in Environmental Sociology:  From Analysis to Action, edited by Leslie King and Deborah McCarthy, 2nd edition, 2009.  Available on CuLearn.

· “The Vulnerable Planet,” John Bellamy Foster, pp. 25-37 in King and McCarthy. Available on CuLearn

            
     T Lecture: 

Introductions, Review Syllabus, Course overview; E-quiz
     Th Lecture: 
Social Stratification  




Film: Ecological Footprint 
Week 2, Jan 18 and 20 
Consumption and Materialism
     Readings:
 
   Following pages in Bell text:

· 7-13 : Sustainability: Global Warming, 2 Ozone Problems 

· pp. 18-28 :  Environmental Justice, The Rights & Beauty of Habitat

· pp. 34 & 35 :  The Material Basis of the Human Condition

· pp. 38-44 : The Original Affluent Society; Consumption Modern Style

· pp. 49-56 :  The Time Crunch, The Treadmill of Consumption


Assignment due (Thurs): Ecological Footprint plus analysis (*see homework 
assignment online and writing suggestions) 

T Lecture: 
Theories of materialism, Story of Stuff Video and Discussion

Th Lecture: 
Film:  Food, Inc.; Adventures Assignment discussed by Adelle
	Wed Jan 19
	Add Deadline (midnight).  Deadline to add a course


Week 3, Jan 25 and 27: 
Money and Machines 
     Reading:  

· pp. 58-84 in Bell text: Money & Machines
T Lec: 

Social construction of technology. 

Th Lec: 
Commodities and commodification 


Position Letter Assignment discussed by Adelle
Week 4, Feb 1 and 3: Population and Development
    Reading:

· Chapter 4.   Population & Development in Bell text, excluding pp.101-3, section titled Boserup Effect. (due Tues)

· Chapters 0, 1, and 2  in Craven text (due Thurs) 


 T Lec: 
Population Basics; Apocalyptic themes


*Come prepared with letter topic (a few sentences) as well as addressee 



name and title for position letter assignment
Th Lec: 
Globalization  

Week 5, Feb 8 and 10: Climate Change
     Reading:  

· Chapters 3-10 in  Craven text.

Tue Lec: 
Global warming; Craven text
Th Lec: 
Finish discussion of Craven text



Film "Climate Change: How Do we Know?"


Editing Session for Position Letters

Assignment Due Thurs: Position Letter, draft. *see assignment online
*Feb 12: NREL (National Renewable Energy Lab) Open House www.nrel.gov
Week 6, Feb 15 and 17:   Review and Exam 1
No reading, review lecture notes/assigned readings
T Lec: 

Review
Th Lec: 
Exam 1(come prepared with your student ID and a number 2 pencil)
	Feb 18 (Fri.) 
	Deadline for students who have three or more final exams on the same day for fall semester to make arrangements to change their final exam schedule.  E-mail Adelle with explanation and proof


*Feb 17-18: Rocky Mountain Sustainability Summit. $50. http://www.du.edu/green/rmss/

*Feb 17-20: Boulder International Film Festival. $. http://www.biff1.com/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

PART 2: IDEOLOGY
Week 7, Feb 22 and 24:  Ideologies of Environmental Domination




   Readings: 

Following pages in Bell text:

· pp. 136-142 : Christianity & Environmental Domination

· pp. 148-154 : Gender & Environmental Domination, Difference 


Ideology Makes
· First half of Ishmael, approximately chapters 1-6. 
T Lec: 

Theories of environmental domination/concern; ecofeminism

Th Lec: 
New Ecological Paradigm, Postmaterialism
Week 8, March 1 and 3: Ideologies of Environmental Concern

   Reading:

· Bell text: pp. 166-178 in Bell :  Extent of Contemporary Environmental 
Concern; Three Theories of Contemporary Environmental Concern

· Second half of Ishmael (approximately chapters 7-13)
T Lec: Silent Spring Film or Ishmael Discussion

Th Lec: Ishmael Discussion


Assignment Due Thurs: Position letter, final draft. *see assignment online
*March 2: E Center Event: Considering studying sustainability or an environmentally-related field for graduate school? Evening. More info to come. 
Week 9, March 8 and 10 Hazards and Rationality of Risk
    Reading:  
· Bell text pp 220-228 Sociology of Disasters; pp. 112-124: Bhopal, Ojibwe, 
and Toulouse disasters; environmental racism in U.S.; pesticides. 
T Lec: Sociology of Disasters

Th Lec: Film: Black Wave

Week 10, March 15 and 17 
Review and Exam 2
   No reading , review notes/assigned readings 

T Lec: 

Review
Th Lec: 
Exam 2 (bring your student ID memorized and a number 2 pencil)

Week 11: MARCH 21-25 SPRING BREAK. STAY SAFE, HAVE FUN!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PART 3: PRACTICAL ACTION

Week 12, March 29 and 31 
Some Good News

    Readings:  



Following pages in Bell text
· pp. 242-246 :  Cultivating Knowledge in Fields of Iowa 
                 
T Lec: 

Case Histories; Success Stories
Th Lec: 
Environmental Policy


*If you would like the extra help, we will use the last segment of the class 



to peer edit adventure papers. To participate you will need to bring a rough draft. 
Week 13, April 5 and 7: Policy Concepts
   Readings:  

· Bell pp. 249-251 :  Tragedy of Commons

· Bell pp. 266 -270 : The A-B Split; Virtual Environmentalism

T Lec: 

Tragedy of Commons pro and con
Th Lec:
A-B Split, Virtual Environmentalism 

Assignment Due: Both completion of Adventures hours and accompanying paper (Thurs).  *see assignment online
Week 14, April 12 and 14: 
Green/Natural Capitalism

  Reading:                

· Bell: pp. 278-286 : Greening Capitalism
· Chapters 1 and 2, Natural Capitalism (text available at http://www.natcap.org/) 
T Lec: 

Greening Capitalism - An Oxymoron?
Th Lec: 
Environmental Policies and Economics




Week 15, April 19 and 21: Food and Water

  Reading:   
· “The Looming Water Crisis.” in Jane Goodall’s Harvest for Hope. 2005.  
Available on line at CULearn site. 
· Recommended (not required) reading: "Beyond the Barcode" Michael Pollan in King and McCarthy, available on CuLearn
T Lec: 

Food and Water Issues.

Film:  Water First: Reaching the Millennium Development Goals  

Th Lec: 
Food and Water Issues Continued
 

Week 16, April 26 and 28: 
Review and Evaluate
 No reading; review semester notes/readings, come prepared with review questions 
T Lec: 

Review, Class evaluation
Th Lec: 
Review

FINAL CUMULATIVE EXAM: 
Location: 

	Hellms 252
	Wed.
	May 4
	4:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 


1

