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Deviance in US Society- SOCY 1004

Lab Syllabus- Fall 2011

*Professor Adler’s Website: http://spot.colorado.edu/~adler (Click on Deviance)

Teaching Assistant: Nicole Lambert

E-Mail: Nicole.Lambert@Colorado.edu

Office: Ketchum 8

Office Hours: Thursday 11-12pm, Friday 10-12.

Sociology Department Phone: (303) 492-6410

Lab Schedule:

Monday
2:00-2:50pm
  HLMS 263 (ATA: Kelly)

Tuesday
8:00-8:50am
  EDUC 143 (ATA: Shagun)

Thursday
8:00-8:50am
  HLMS 255 (ATA: Shagun)

Assistant Teaching Assistants:
Shagun Pawar (101, 106)-  720-839-1192 Shagun.Pawar@Colorado.edu


Kelly Devitt (102)-630-209-3485 Kelly.Devitt@Colorado.edu

Required Texts:
Adler & Adler, 2010. Constructions of Deviance: Custom 8e, Fall 2011.* Belmont, CA:

 Wadsworth Publishing.

Description: 
Labs are designed to supplement the lectures that Patti provides, by affording students the opportunity to discuss and further explore materials presented in the reader in a smaller class setting.  Given that this class is devoted to the discussion of “deviant” attitudes and behaviors, we will deal with many controversial issues over the course of this semester, which will mean that very likely, as a class, we will differ in our perspectives on these issues. It is entirely appropriate to disagree with ideas, but it is not appropriate to personally attack those with whom you disagree. A respectful classroom environment will facilitate more lively discussions and in turn result in a richer learning experience for all of us. Our success in this course is significantly affected by the quality of the classroom environment we collectively create. In order to get the most out of the class, all students must feel safe enough to express their thoughts. Insensitive or mean-spirited comments based on race, ethnicity, gender, class, sexual orientation, religion, ideas or beliefs will not be tolerated.  

General Classroom Policies
Use of Classroom Time

Because of the large amount of material we will cover in each class, we must begin class on time each day and use the entire class period to review and discuss material. We, myself and the ATAs, expect that you arrive on time and do not pack up your things before our time is up. We also expect you to have completed all of the assigned readings before you come to lab (the reading schedule can be found on Patti’s website). All cell phones must be silenced and put away before class starts. Ringing or vibrating cell phones (or other electronics), texting, or other non-class activities are distracting to your fellow students and myself and will not be tolerated. 
Reading Lists

Lists of relevant concepts and important terms to be discussed in each week’s lab are available on- line at Patti’s website, http://spot.colorado.edu/~adler.  You are required to print these lists out each week before lab and use them as outlines to take notes as we discuss the chapters during  lab.  I also strongly encourage you to print out these lists and use them as guidelines when reading assigned chapters from Constructions of Deviance. You can access the lists by going to Patti’s website, clicking on “Deviance,” and then clicking on “Reading Lists.”

Academic Honesty

Academic dishonesty (including plagiarism and other types of cheating) will not be tolerated. For definitions and University regulations regarding academic dishonesty, familiarize yourself with—and adhere to—the University Honor Code: www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode.

Special Accommodations

*Any student who deserves an accommodation due to a disability should contact Disability Services at 303-492-8671, Willard 322, and/or http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices and submit to me written documentation from them by the third week of Lab. 
*If you are involved in University-sponsored activities that will result in you missing more than one class, it is your responsibility to contact me within the first week of the semester.  
*Accommodation for Religious Observances: Please notify me no later than the third week of class if you recognize any conflict with test dates, assignment due dates, and/or class attendance that will occur as the result of religious observances.  I will do my best to accommodate your religious observance, possibly adjusting an assignment’s due date or the lab attendance requirement for the date missed due to religious reasons. In the event that a test date conflicts with your religious observance, please notify Patti and me as soon as possible, since adjusting a test date requires consideration and approval from Patti.   

Exam Blue Books

Each student is required to bring in 6 blue books to lab or lecture by the third week of classes. These will be collected by the ATA’s for use during the exams. 

Attendance Policy
Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each lab. You are allowed one unexcused absence. Further unexcused absences will result in a lowering of your participation and attendance grade. If you must miss class because of illness or other documented excuse (medical emergency, family tragedy, religious holiday, etc…), please let me know before class, if possible and provide me with documentation. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to get the notes from one of you classmates. Do not email me or the ATA’s asking for notes. If you are in need of guidance, you may use the instructor as a last resort; however, you should always contact your classmates first when possible.

Peer Contact List
Since you are responsible for making up missed material, please take this time to get the contact information of a few other students from the class! 

Name__________________________________________Number__________________

Email___________________________________________________________________

Name__________________________________________Number___________________

      Email____________________________________________________________________

Grading Policies

The recitation grade comprises 24% of your grade for the course (or equivalent in weight of one exam). It will be assessed as follows: 

Attendance (1/3 lab grade): Attendance is crucial to your success in this class. You are required to attend all sessions of the lab in which you are enrolled. You are allowed one free absence. Additional absences will result in a loss of both attendance and participation points. 

Class Participation (1/3 lab grade): Participation is extremely important to your success and experience in this class. You will be expected to attend lab and be prepared to discuss the readings assigned for that week. Class participation includes expressing one’s thoughtful reflections about a particular topic, actively listening during lecture or discussion, and maintaining an environment where each individual feels comfortable expressing his/her views on any topic. Any behavior that I deem disruptive will result is a loss of participation points. Due to the subject matter often discussed in this class, some students may feel uncomfortable speaking during certain discussions. For those who do not like to speak up in class for whatever reason, you will still need to demonstrate to me that you are actively engaging with the materials in some way. (You could, for example, come speak to me during office hours with relevant questions or comments.) Please come and speak to me privately about such matters, as participation is a substantial portion of your lab grade.

Pop-Quizzes/Assignments (1/3 lab grade): There will be a minimum of 5 assignments (in or out of class) and pop-quizzes throughout the semester. These will focus on material from the assigned readings for the day. If I find that students are not prepared to discuss the readings each week, I may give as many as one quiz per week. There will be no make-up quizzes or assignments. I will however drop the lowest score. 

I will assume that students enrolled in this lab have read, understand and accept the policies and expectations outlined in the syllabus. 

I reserve the right to amend the syllabus at any point in the semester. You will be notified should a revision occur.
