SOCY 4024-002

Juvenile Delinquency

Fall 2011

Instructor: Shelby A. McKinzey
Meeting times & location: Hellems 241 11:00-12:15 Tuesdays and Thursdays
Email: mckinzey@colorado.edu (best way to contact me)
Office: Ketchum 35
Office hours: TR 9:30-10:30 or by appointment

Course Objectives: 
· To gain an understanding of the nature and extent of juvenile delinquency

· To survey sociological literature focusing on the intersections of juvenile delinquency with gender, race, and the family

· To understand the origins of the juvenile justice system and the historical shifts in policies and treatment of juvenile delinquents

· To gain an understanding of the juvenile justice process and the efficacy of popular interventions

· To develop critical thinking and writing skills

Course Readings: Most of the readings for this class can be downloaded from the class website (found at culearn.colorado.edu).  All readings should be completed before class on the day that they are assigned.  The readings serve to supplement lectures and facilitate class discussion.  They are not an adequate substitution for coming to class.  Additional readings and links to websites not listed on the syllabus will be posted on CULearn (under the weblinks section). These readings are not required; they are simply posted if you would like to know more about a certain topic or current event.

You are also required to purchase the following books for the course.  They will be available at the bookstore or they can be found on Amazon.com.  These books will be used in the last third of the class when we discuss the juvenile justice system.  They are both written by journalists and I imagine you will find them fairly accessible and interesting.

1. No Matter How Loud I Shout by Edward Humes (ISBN-13: 978-0684811956).
2. Last Chance in Texas by John Hubner (ISBN-13: 978-0375759987). 
Office Hours: I encourage students to utilize office hours as an additional class resource.  During office hours, we can discuss course concepts, paper topics, or anything else of sociological relevance.  Students who visit office hours regularly tend to do better in the class.  If you cannot meet during my office hours please contact me and we will arrange another time to meet.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Reading quizzes (5@20 points each=100 points)

There will be seven pop reading quizzes throughout the semester. These will be brief short-answer questions designed to gauge your comprehension of the assigned reading. Quizzes will take place at the beginning of class. If you are late to class you cannot make up the quiz.  At the end of the semester I will drop your two lowest grades.  On Tuesday, August 30 you will have a quiz testing you on the material in the syllabus.  This will count as one of your reading quizzes.

Paper #1 – 100 Points

The first paper will focus on applying topics from class to journalistic accounts of actual deviance. As part of this paper you will be required to read an additional book. You will be able to choose the book you read from a provided list.  The paper assignment will be handed out the second week of class and more details will be provided then. This paper is due on Thursday, October 6. 

Paper #2 – 100 points

The second paper will be a position paper.  From a list of provided topics about the juvenile justice system you will select one.  Using class materials and outside readings you will provide an argument describing your position on this issue.  This paper is due on Thursday, December 1. 

Midterm – 100 points

The exams will consist of five identifications and two essays.   Approximately one week before the exam, I will distribute a review sheet that contains all possible identifications and all possible essay questions.  Students are required to bring a blue book to the exam.  If you do not bring a blue book, ten points will automatically be deducted from your grade. The midterm will take place on Thursday, October 13.

Final – 100 points

The structure of the final exam will be the same as the midterm.  The exam will take place Monday, December 12 4:30-7:00.

Assignments that are emailed to me, slipped under my office door, or put into my sociology mailbox will not be accepted.  Hard copies of all assignments are due at the beginning of class.

Work that is missed cannot be made up.
The only times I will accept late papers, give make-up exams, or not count absences is when you provide me with written documentation of a death in your family, a medical emergency, a court date, a religious conflict, or your participation in a university-supported activity in which you are obligated to participate.  Such documentation must be provided within one week of your absence. 

Final Comment on grading: I do not grade on a curve.  Your final grade will reflect your success in demonstrating your knowledge of the material.  To do well in this class, most of you will need to work hard and apply sustained effort over the course of the semester.  That said, working hard does not guarantee an “A” – your final grade is based on the points you have earned throughout the semester.  If you find that you are not doing as well as you would like in the course please come talk to me as soon as possible.  There will be no additional extra-credit at the end of the semester to boost low grades.

I spend a good deal of time reading and evaluating your work.  My intention is for the tests, quizzes, and assignments to be learning experiences.  If you feel that you have been given an unfair grade on an exam or paper, you need to write a two-page response as to why you would like to appeal the grade and hand it to me no more than one week after you received the grade.  When appealing the grade, you need to be aware that the grade can be raised or lowered.  Therefore, I only advise you to appeal grades if you feel there is a very clear miscalculation.  I will not negotiate final course grades (unless, of course, I have made a technical error), only grades on specific papers or exams if you follow the procedures outlined above.  You are responsible for keeping all materials that have been graded and returned to you.  If you cannot provide these materials, your grades cannot be appealed.  University policy prohibits discussions of grades over email to protect your privacy.  If you want to discuss your grade, please come to office hours or make an appointment with me.
Your final letter grade will be based on the total number of points you earned throughout the semester according to the following scale:

Points
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Course Policies

Professor and student responsibilities:

If you enroll in this course, you should expect the following from me:

· That I will be available for assistance during regularly scheduled office hours and by appointment

· That I will return assignments within two weeks of the due date

· That I will respect your opinions and feelings, and address any concerns that you express about the course

If you enroll in this course, I will expect the following from you:

· That you abide by all course and university policies as outlined in the syllabus
· That you complete the readings listed on the syllabus each week and come to lecture prepared to actively engage the material and participate in discussion

· That you bring any concerns regarding the course to me in a timely manner, and that you use office hours as an opportunity to discuss or review material that you find particularly challenging

Class Etiquette: There are a few guidelines that will make the classroom environment more conducive to learning about, discussing, and debating the issues at hand.

· Please make all possible efforts to come to class on time.  Arriving late is a disturbance to your classmates and to your instructors.  If for any reason you need to leave early, please let me know at the beginning of class
· Please do not interrupt others or talk when they are speaking.

· Please turn the power off on all cell phones, mp3 players, etc.  If I see you checking messages, text messaging, or doing anything else that involves your phone I will ask you to leave.  If you are awaiting an emergency call, please talk to me before class.
· Sleeping, private conversations, reading for other courses or leisure, doing cross-word puzzles, etc, are not conducive to learning and are disrespectful to your instructor and to the other students wishing to listen and learn.  Please refrain from such behaviors.

· You are allowed to use laptops in class to take notes. However, if I observe you using your laptop for other purposes you will be asked to leave class. Doing so repeatedly will result in points being deducted from your grade.
· Pay attention and actively participate in class.  If you are uninterested in what we are doing, please do not take this class.

Academic Dishonesty: Cheating and plagiarism are both violations of the student code and will be treated with utmost seriousness.  Evidence of either of these behaviors will result in an automatic failure in the course and the matter will be turned over to university officials.  To be clear, plagiarism refers to using the work, ideas, or knowledge of other people as your own.  It includes all forms of exam or quiz cheating, using other people’s work, copying all or sections of papers from the web, and “borrowing” (without citing) from published sources.  Please do not give me ANY reason to suspect this type of behavior.  If you are unclear about the rules regarding plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, or collaboration, please consult me.  You are also required to adhere to the University Honor Code which you can find at http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/.
Special Needs: If you qualify for accommodations due to disability please let me know during the first two weeks of the semester.  It is your responsibility to contact Disability Services and obtain documentation.  The Disability Services Office is in Willard 322 and can be contacted at (303) 492-8671 or through http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices.

Discrimination and Harassment: The University of Colorado at Boulder policy on Discrimination, the policy on Sexual Harassment and the policy on Amorous Relationships apply to all students, staff and faculty.  Any student, staff or faculty member who believes s/he has been the subject of discrimination or harassment based upon race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status should contact the Office of Discrimination and Harassment (ODH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  Information about the ODH, the above referenced policies and the campus resources available to assist individuals regarding discrimination or harassment can be obtained at http://www.colorado.edu/odh.

FINAL NOTE: I reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus throughout the semester if necessary.
COURSE CALENDAR

Week One: August 23 and 25

Tuesday- Topic: Introduction to class and defining delinquency; No reading
Thursday – Topic: Defining delinquency; Reading:  “Inventing the Stubborn Child”



Week Two: August 30 and September 1

Tuesday - Topic: Defining delinquency; Reading : “Capacity, Consent, and the Construction of Adulthood”; Syllabus quiz
Thursday: Topic: Measuring delinquency; No reading


Week Three: September 6 and 8

Tuesday - Topic: Theory; Reading - “Lower-Class Based Theories of Delinquency”

Thursday – Topic: Theory; Reading “The Radical Theory of Delinquency”



Week Four: September 13 and 15

Tuesday – Topic: Girls and delinquency; Reading – “Have Girls Gone Wild?”

Thursday – Topic: Girls and delinquency; Reading – “It’s About Being a Survivor”



Week Five: September 20 and 22

Tuesday – Topic: Family and delinquency; Reading: “Kids, Courts, and Queers”

Thursday – Topic: Family and delinquency; Reading: “Mental Health Disorders”


Week Six: September 27 and 29

Tuesday – Topic: Film – Thirteen; No reading

Thursday – Topic: Film – Thirteen; No reading



Week Seven: October 4 and 6

Tuesday – Topic: Schools and delinquency; Reading – “School Violence: Facts Versus Fears”

Thursday – Topic: Gangs; Reading – “Gang Identity as Performance”; Paper #1 due



Week Eight: October 11 and 13

Tuesday – Topic: Gangs; Reading – “Gangs in Context”

Thursday – Midterm



Week Nine: October 18 and 20

Tuesday – Topic: Drugs; Reading – “Delinquency and Substance Abuse Among Inner-city Students”

Thursday – Topic: Drugs; Reading – “Drug Court Justice”



Week Ten: October 25 and 27

Tuesday – Topic: Juvenile justice process; Reading – Humes prologue, chapters one and two

Thursday – Topic: Juvenile justice process; Reading – Humes chapters three and four



Week Eleven: November 1 and 3

Tuesday – Topic: Juvenile justice – policing; Reading – Humes chapters five and six

Thursday – Topic: Juvenile justice – police; Reading – Humes chapters seven and eight



Week Twelve: November 8 and 10

Tuesday – Topic: Juvenile justice – courts; Reading – Humes chapters ten and eleven

Thursday – Topic: Juvenile justice – courts; Reading – Humes chapters twelve and thirteen



Week Thirteen: November 15 and 17

Tuesday – Topic: Juvenile justice – corrections; Reading – Humes chapters 14 and 15

Thursday – Topic: Film – When Kids Get Life; Reading – Humes chapters 16 and 17



Week Fourteen: November 29 and December 1

Tuesday – Topic: Film – When Kids Get Life; Reading – Hubner intro, chapters one and two

Thursday – Topic: Juvenile justice – corrections; Reading – Hubner chapters three and four; Paper #2 due



Week Fifteen: December 6 and 8

Tuesday – Topic: Reform; Reading – Hubner chapters five and six

Thursday – Topic: Reform; Reading – Hubner chapters eight and nine
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