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Course Description

This course is designed to examine marriage and the family in the U.S from a sociological perspective.  Rather than assume that marital and family relationships as we currently understand them are natural and inevitable phenomena, we will look at how marriage and family are fluid constructs that have evolved and transformed over time.  As the majority of families currently do not fit the “nuclear” model, special emphasis will be placed on the various realities of people’s lives and how they differ from cultural ideals.

This class will involve a great deal of discussion.  It is important that students come to class both prepared and willing to engage with the material. You may find some of the topics we cover controversial. Feel free to disagree with each other and with your instructor, but be sure your disagreements are handled in a respectful manner.

Please note that this course is on an accelerated summer schedule.  The University of Colorado officially states that “an undergraduate student should expect to spend approximately 3 hours per week outside of class for each credit hour earned.” In a summer course, this translates to over five hours a day.

Required Texts

There is one textbook assigned for this course.  It is available at the CU Bookstore in the UMC and probably at the bookstore on the hill as well:

Skolnick, Arlene S. and Jerome H. Skolnick (Eds), 2007. Family in Transition, 

Fourteenth Edition. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Several additional required readings have been posted as e-reserves.  These readings are listed by author and title on the course calendar. You can access them at the following website: http://libraries.colorado.edu/screens/coursereserves.html.

We will be watching a number of films in this course.  These films are primary texts for the course, which means you are required to view them.  If you are absent the day a film is shown, it will be your responsibility to locate a copy and watch it outside of class.  You will also be held responsible for the content of our discussion following the film.

Attendance

I will not take attendance in this course.   However, if you are absent, you will be held responsible for the information you miss.  Should you miss class, you will need to get notes from another student.  I do not make my notes available to students outside of class.

Behavioral Expectations

All students are required to follow the University’s classroom behavior policy, which can be found at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html.  In addition, the University’s honor code applies to all assignments and exams:

On my honor as a University of Colorado at Boulder student, I have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance on this work.

The following behavioral expectations also apply:

· Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and are grounds for failure in this course.

· Your cell phone must be turned off during class time, unless your profession or family circumstances require you leave it on.  If this is the case, please notify me before class.

· Because sociologists often study “sensitive” subjects (such as racism, sexism, deviance, and so on), it is extremely important to be respectful of each other when discussing these matters. Diverse opinions, even controversial ones, are welcome; incivility toward one another will not be tolerated.

· Side conversations will not be tolerated. The first time a student is asked to discontinue a side conversation, it will result in a warning. The second and any subsequent time will result in dismissal from class. DISMISSED STUDENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MISSED MATERIAL.

· No laptop computers are allowed in the classroom.  Plan on taking notes the old-fashioned way.

Disabilities Accommodation Letter

Students with documented disabilities, including non-visible disabilities such as chronic diseases, learning disabilities, head injury, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, or psychiatric disabilities should see me within the first two weeks of class to discuss reasonable accommodations. You will need to provide a letter from Disability Services which documents your needs. For more information, consult the Office of Disability Services (Willard 322, 303.492.8671).

Religious Observances

Students who have conflicts between religious observance dates and tests or assignments should contact me at least two weeks before the relevant date to make appropriate arrangements.

Email Policies

Email is the quickest, easiest way to get a hold of me outside of class (I rarely answer my phone, and I am never in the office).  I encourage you to email me questions, comments, requests for appointments, or links to news articles or websites that are relevant to the class.  I will make every effort to respond to emails within 24 hours of receiving them, Monday-Friday.  If you email me over the weekend, you may have to wait until Monday for a response.

Assignments and Grading

There are 375 points possible in this course.  Points are allocated as follows:

Midterm Exam

100 points

Final Exam


100 points

Research Paper

100 points 

Pop Quizzes (5)

  50 points

Annotated Bibliography
  25 points

Total



375 points

Exams: There will be two exams in this course, a midterm and a final.  Each exam will consist of 50 multiple choice questions.  Exam questions will be taken from text chapters, supplemental readings, lecture material, class discussions, films, and guest presentations.  In short, everything class-related is fair game, so be sure to take good notes.  Exams MUST be taken on the day and at the time they are scheduled.  Under no circumstances may you reschedule an exam.

Pop Quizzes:  Pop quizzes will consist of five multiple choice questions OR a short answer question taken from assigned readings.  You will have 10 minutes to complete each quiz.  I will give six unannounced quizzes during the semester and drop your lowest quiz grade at the end of the term.  I will distribute and collect quizzes at the beginning of the class period.  If you are absent or late to class the day a quiz is given, you forfeit the opportunity to complete it.  No make-up quizzes will be given.

Research Paper and Annotated Bibliography: At the end of the term, you will be required to submit a short (5-6 page) research paper in which you utilize sociological literature to answer a question about marriage and/or the family that is of personal interest to you.  I will hand out specific guidelines for this assignment during the first week of class.  An annotated bibliography in which you state your research question, then cite and summarize the literature you intend to use in your paper, will be due at the beginning of the fourth week of class.

I do not accept assignments via email.  All assignments must be submitted IN CLASS on the date they are due.

Grading Standards

Here are the standards for earning a percentage or letter grade on any assignment in this course:

Letter Grade
Percentage

Grade
Description

A
90-100
Exceeds all required elements of an assignment, and the quality of the work is considerably greater than what was required.  The quality of the work is above the class average and impressive to the evaluator.

B
80-89
Meets all required elements of an assignment, and the quality of the work is better than both what is required and the class average.

C
70-79
Meets all required elements of an assignment, no more, no less.  Quality of assignment is satisfactory for college level work.

D
60-69
Fails to meet all required elements of an assignment, and/or the quality of the assignment is less than satisfactory.

F
Less than 59
Only meets some of the required elements of an assignment, and/or the quality of the assignment is considerably less than satisfactory.  At this level, points are only given if some elements of the assignment are met.  Students are not guaranteed 50% for simply turning an assignment in.

Zero
0
Fails to meet any of the required elements of an assignment, and/or the quality of the assignment is well below basic standards of writing, comprehension, and/or ability to follow instructions; assignment is late or incomplete; assignment is not turned in at all; assignment shows signs of plagiarism or other forms of academic dishonesty.  If the latter is the case, the instructor will file a formal complaint with the Honor Council.  

Course Schedule

This schedule is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.  Any changes will be announced both in class and via email.

Week One

T 7/8

Introduction



No readings due

W 7/9

The “Crisis” of the Family



S&S Reading 6



Popenoe, “American Family Decline: 1960-1990” (ER)



Stacey, “Good Riddance to ‘The Family’: A Response to David Popenoe” (ER)

R 7/10

The “Traditional” Family Model



S&S Reading 4



S&S Reading 35



Coontz, “What We Really Miss About the 1950s” (ER) 

F 7/11

Marriage and Family in Historical Perspective

Coontz, “In Search of Traditional Marriage” (ER)

Week Two

M 7/14

Courtship and Romantic Love

West and Zimmerman, “Doing Gender” (ER)

Cancian, “The Feminization of Love” (ER)

T 7/15

Sexuality in Heterosexual Relationships

S&S Reading 12

Duncombe and Marsden, “Whose Orgasm is This Anyway?” (ER)

W 7/16

The Institution of Heterosexuality



Ingraham, “Lifting the Veil” (ER)



Ingraham, “The Wedding Industrial Complex” (ER)

Film: Bridezilla

R 7/17

Choosing Not to Marry



Solot and Miller, “Why Aren’t You Married?” (ER)

Guest Speaker: Alison Hatch, Ph.D. Candidate, Sociology

F 7/18

Gay Marriage

S&S Reading 7

Week Three

M 7/21

Gay Marriage (Cont’d)

Schroeder, “Should Same-Sex Couples Be Allowed to Marry Legally?” (ER)

Film: Gill Foundation/Focus on the Family Debate

T 7/22

Divorce and Remarriage



S&S Reading 16 



S&S Reading 17



S&S Reading 18

W 7/23

Childbirth



Martin, “Medical Metaphors of Women’s Bodies: Birth” (ER)



Martin, “Birth, Resistance, Race, and Class” (ER)

Film: Born in the U.S.A.

R 7/24

Review for Midterm

F 7/25

Midterm Exam



Week Four

M 7/28

Raising Children



S&S Reading 19



S&S Reading 20

Bulcroft and Teachman, “Ambiguous Constructions: Development of a Childless 

or Child-Free Life Course” (ER)

***Annotated Bibliography Due***

T 7/29

Gay and Lesbian Parenting

S&S Reading 34

Schroeder, “Should Gay and Lesbian Couples Be Allowed to Adopt?” (ER)

Film: Our House

W 7/30

Economic Stressors



S&S Reading 27

S&S Reading 30



S&S Reading 31

R 7/31

Welfare

S&S Reading 37 

Boo, “After Welfare” (ER)

Film: Take It from Me

F 8/1

Family Violence



S&S Reading 38



Wolf-Smith and LaRossa, “After He Hits Her” (ER)

Week Five

M 8/4

Family Violence



Guest Speaker from SPAN (Safehouse Progressive Alliance for 

Nonviolence)

T 8/5

Teen Parenting

Furstenburg, “Teenage Childbearing as a Public Issue and Private Concern” (ER)

Guest Speaker: Dr. Stephanie Mollborn

W 8/6

Polyamory



Emens, “Just Monogamy?” (ER)



Guest Speaker: Robyn Trask from Loving More



***Research Paper Due***

R 8/7

Conclusion and Review for Final Exam

F 8/8

Final Exam

