Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.

- Margaret Mead

You must be the change you wish to see in the world.

- Mohandas Gandhi

************************************************************************

SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN THE U.S.

Socy 3141, Summer Session A

9:15-10:50am, Stadium 112

Name: Marc Eaton




Mailbox: Ketchum 220 

Phone: 303-957-6507




Office: Ketchum 35

E-mail: marc.eaton@colorado.edu 


Office Hours:TR 11:00am-12:30pm










and by appointment

Classmate Contact Information:

Name: ____________________________   E-mail: __________________________________

Name: ____________________________   E-mail: __________________________________ 

Required Text:

Goodwin, Jeff and James M. Jasper (eds.). 2003. The Social Movements Reader: Cases and Concepts. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing Co.

** Available at CU Bookstore on campus, as well as amazon.com, half.com, abebooks.com, and probably other places too.

Course Overview:

Our goal is to understand how social change takes place and how we may be active participants in this world-changing process of social and political activism.  With this goal in mind, I have divided the course into two distinct but complimentary sections:

Section #1- Gathering Your Tools: During the first part of the course, we will build up a complex conceptual understanding of social movements in general.  This will allow you to look at movements from multiple perspectives, and will help you have a better historical understanding of significant social movements in the United States.

Section #2- Using Your Tools: During the final part of the course, you will use the tools you have gathered to produce a complex portrait of one social movement of your choosing.  This gives you the chance to put your knowledge into action in a way that helps you learn more about something that particularly interests you. 

Course Goals:

1) To provide you with a sociological understanding of the causes, processes, and outcomes of political social movements. 

2) To familiarize you with some of the most influential social movements in recent United States history.

3) To give you the tools you need to critically analyze social movements, in particular, and the world around you, more generally.

Expectations:

· NO TEXT MESSAGING OR I.M.’ING IN CLASS!!!

· Complete assigned readings by the date they are listed on the course schedule.

· Arrive to class on time, and stay for the entire class period.  If you need to leave early, please let me know before class and sit near the exit.

· Do not engage in side conversations while in class.  If you have a question or comment, raise your hand and I’ll be happy to let you speak your mind.

· Do not read any material not related to this class while in the classroom, including newspapers, magazines, job-related paperwork, and homework for other courses.

· Let me know as soon as possible when you know you will be absent.  If you miss a class in which we watch a video, you must arrange with me a time to watch the video within one week of your absence.  You will be responsible for getting the lecture notes you missed from a classmate, as it is my policy not to give out copies of my notes to students.

Assignments and Grading:

All course requirements are designed to help you gain both a general understanding of how movements work and more detailed knowledge about several important U.S. social movements, including the one you will research in-depth this summer.

1. Quizzes: 40pts. Quizzes worth 10pts. each will be administered each week of the semester except for the final week, for a total of four quizzes.

2. Film Reviews: 40pts. We will watch four videos in class, and you are responsible for turning in reviews for each of these films.  Each review is worth 10pts., and will ask you to apply class concepts to the specific movement shown in the video.

3. Presentation: 20pts. During the last week of the semester, each person will be responsible for a 10 minute presentation about her/his movement of choice.

4. Final Paper: 40pts. On the final day of class, July 3rd, you will turn in a 7-8pg. paper that explores one specific movement of your choice using class concepts.

5. Participation: 10pts. At the end of the semester I will assess your participation in the class on a 10pt. scale, as follows:

10= A+    9= A    8= B+    7= B    6= B-    5= C    4= C-    3= D    2= D-    1= F

Total Points Possible: 40+40+20+40+10=150pts.




B+= 134-129
     C+= 117-114
D+= 102-99
      F=87-0

A  = 150-140
B  = 128-123
     C  = 113-108
D  = 98-94

A-= 139-135
B-= 122-118
     C-= 107-103
D-= 93-88

Grading Policies:

Absences: Attendance will not be taken on a regular basis.  However, if you are absent for a quiz or a day when an assignment is due, you will not be able to make up points lost due to your absence unless you provide proper documentation verifying that you missed class due to an illness, emergency, or official university function.  Proper documentation includes doctor’s notes, letters from coaches or activities directors, legal documentation, and other similar documents.  Documentation will be judged “proper” at my discretion.

Illness/Emergencies:  If you are ill or have a personal or family emergency, please contact me ASAP to inform me of the situation.  This is particularly important on dates when we have quizzes or when assignments are due.

Making Up Videos or Quizzes: In cases of properly documented absences, you are responsible for contacting me to schedule a time to make up the missed video or exam.  Film reviews must be turned in within five days (including weekends) of their original due dates in order to count.  Quizzes must be made up before I hand back graded quizzes and/or discuss the quiz answers in class in order to count.  All assignments and quizzes must be made up by Wednesday, July 2nd, or they will not be graded.

Presentation Late Policy: You must e-mail me a copy of your class presentation by 8:00pm the night before you present.  If I receive it after 8:00pm but before 12:00am the night before your present, you will lose 3pts.  If I receive it the morning of the day you present, you will lose 5pts.  If I don’t receive your presentation until you walk into class with it, you will lose 8pts.

Assignment Late Policy:  Assignments turned in after the class period in which they are due but before the end of the same day will have their final grades lowered by 5%.  Assignments turned in after the due date will have their final grades lowered by 10% for each day they are late.  Assignments turned in two days or more after the due date (including weekends) will receive no points.  If you are absent the day an assignment is due, you must e-mail me a copy before the beginning of class that day so I know you finished the assignment on time.  A paper copy of the assignment must be turned in at the next class period.  Late final papers will not be accepted!

Mandatory Meeting Policy:  We will have a mandatory one-on-one meeting the first or second week of classes to help you with your research of the movement you have chosen for the semester.  You will receive 5pts. extra credit for showing up on time and prepared for your meeting with me.  You will lose this extra credit opportunity if you miss you meeting for any reason aside from a properly documented illness, emergency, or official university function. 

Grading Concerns:  I am willing to re-examine your grade as long as you meet with me within one week of receiving the grade in question and have specific questions about the grade.  All grades are final four days after the date I hand back the graded material.

Disability Statement:

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please provide Disability Services documentation from by Friday, June 6th.  Contact: 303-492-8671, Willard 322, and http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices 

Accommodation for Religious Observances:

Please notify me no later than one week in advance if you recognize any conflict with quiz dates, assignment due dates, and/or presentations that will occur as the result of religious observances.

Honor Code:

All incidents of academic misconduct will be reported to the Honor Code Council.  The Honor Code can be found at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html or http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/
Sexual Harassment Statement:

Any student who believes s/he has been sexually harassed should contact the Office of Sexual Harassment (OSH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  Information about the OSH and the campus resources available to assist individuals who believe they have been sexually harassed can be obtained at: http://www.colorado.edu/sexualharassment/
SCHEDULE OF READINGS & ASSIGNMENTS: (Must be read by dates listed.)

************************************************************************

WEEK 1: Key Concepts and Theories ************************************************************************

Monday, June 2nd 

* TOPIC: Introductions and Overview of Syllabus

Tuesday, June 3rd  

* TOPIC: Key Concepts

Read: Ch. 1: Editor’s Introduction (Goodwin & Jasper)

Wednesday, June 4th 

* TOPIC: Relative Deprivation Theory

Read: Ch. 2: The Civil Rights Movement (Blumberg)

Thursday, June 5th 

* TOPIC: Rational and Resource Theories 

Read: Ch. 16: Social Movement Organizations (McCarthy & Zald)

Friday, June 6th 

QUIZ #1

* TOPIC: Political Process and Opportunities

Read: Ch. 6: Recruits to Civil Rights Activism (McAdam)

************************************************************************

WEEK 2: The Importance of Emotions and Collective Identity in Social Movements

************************************************************************

Monday, June 9th 

* TOPIC: The Civil Rights Movement

In-Class Video: “Eyes on the Prize”

Read: Martin Luther King, Jr. Biography (in back of textbook)

Tuesday, June 10th 

* TOPIC: Emotions in Movements

Read: Ch. 15: The Emotions of Protest (Jasper)

Wednesday, June 11th 

* TOPIC: Constructing Collective Identity in a Movement

Read: Ch. 4: The Gay Liberation Movement (D’Emilio)

Thursday, June 12th 

FILM REVIEW #1

* TOPIC: Collective Identity as Contested and Strategic

Read: Ch. 22: The Strategic Uses of Identity by the Lesbian and Gay Movement (Bernstein)

 Ch. 30: The Dilemmas of Identity Politics (Gamson)

Friday, June 13th 

QUIZ #2

* TOPIC: Gay & Lesbian Rights Movement

In-Class Video: “The Times of Harvey Milk”

Read: Harvey Milk Biography (**I will provide a copy of this article.) 

************************************************************************

WEEK 3: The Importance of Interpersonal Connections and Meaning in Movements

************************************************************************

Monday, June 16th  

* TOPIC: Social Network Connections in Social Movements

Read: Ch. 3: The Women’s Movement (Freeman)

Tuesday, June 17th 

FILM REVIEW #2

* TOPIC: Ideology and Narrative in Social Movements

Read: Stories of Change, Ch. 3: “Controlling Narratives and Narratives as Control Within Social Movements” (Benford) (** I will provide a copy of this article.)

Wednesday, June 18th 

* TOPIC: Framing and Rhetoric in Social Movements

Read: Article: “Vilification and Social Movements: A Case Study of Pro-Life and Pro-Choice Rhetoric” (Vanderford) (** I will provide a copy of this article.)

Thursday, June 19th 

* TOPIC: Anti-Vietnam War Movement

In-Class Video: “The Weather Underground”

Read:  Article: “The Death of SDS” (Rudd) (** I will provide a copy of this article.)

Friday, June 20th 

QUIZ #3

* TOPIC: Use of Artistic Expression by Movements

Read: Article: “Understanding Music in Social Movements” (Futrell, Simi, & Gottschalk)

** Note: I will make this reading available on the CU Learn website.

************************************************************************

WEEK 4: Leaders, Tactics, and Outcomes in Social Movements ************************************************************************

Monday, June 23rd 

FILM REVIEW #3

* TOPIC: Leadership in Social Movements

Read: Ch. 26: Another Look at Farmworker Mobilization (Ganz)

Tuesday, June 24th 

* TOPIC: The Chicano Farmworkers’ Movement

In-Class Video: “Chicano! Episode #2- The Struggle for the Fields”

Read: Cesar Chavez Biography

Wednesday, June 25th  

* TOPIC: Tactical Decisions in Social Movements

Read: Ch. 20: Protest Tactics (Alinsky)

Thursday, June 26th 

* TOPIC: Transnational and Virtual Activism

Read: Article: “The Internet and the WTO Protests” (Eagleton-Pierce) (** I will provide a copy of this article.)

Friday, June 27th  

QUIZ #4

* TOPIC: Movement Outcomes

Read: Ch. 31: Defining Movement “Success” (Gamson)

************************************************************************

WEEK 5: The Student Becomes the Teacher: Class Presentations ************************************************************************

Monday, June 30th 

FILM REVIEW #4

Presentations 1-4

Tuesday, July 1st  

Presentations 5-8

Wednesday, July 2nd 

Presentations 9-12

Thursday, July 3rd 

FINAL PAPER DUE BY 12:30pm

Presentations 13-16

This syllabus is subject to change.



