SOCY/WMST 1016-001
Sex, Gender, and Society
Spring 2008


Instructor: Courtney McDonald
MWF 1-1:50


Office:  Ketchum 8
HUMN 1B80


Office Hours: MW 12-12:50, MW 2-2:50 & by 
appointment





Email:  courtney.mcdonald@colorado.edu

Course Overview:
This course is designed to be an introduction to the sociological study of sex and gender.  Both sex and gender are widely viewed by members of our society as natural products, the results of biology.  These seemingly “natural” gender differences have been used to explain and justify gender inequality.  We will challenge this essentialist assumption by using the theory of social constructionism to analyze the way in which sex and gender differences are results of social forces.  Social constructionism posits that discourse, or the language we use to talk about something, creates our social reality.  Therefore, I will consciously use language that reflects our implicit understandings of gender.  
A main goal of this course is to uncover how our ideas about femininity and masculinity are the products of social arrangements.  Many social institutions place men at an advantage over women; however, I will attempt to demonstrate how men, too, can benefit from an understanding of gender as social, not biological.  Additionally, we will examine how race/ethnicity, class, sexual identity, age, and other social positions intersect with gender.  
Course Readings:

Text books are available at CU Bookstore
*Renzetti, Claire M. and Daniel J. Curran.  2003.  Women, Men and Society.  5th Edition.  

*Segal, Marcia Texler and Theresa A. Martinez.  2007.  Intersections of Gender, Race, 

and Class:  Readings for a Changing Landscape.

Grading:
Class Attendance



50 points

5 Sociological Lab Papers


200 points (40 points each)

Exam 1:




50 points
Exam 2:




50 points

Final Exam:




100 points
Total:





450 points

Class Attendance:  Class attendance will be worth 50 points.  You will be required to sign an attendance sheet at the beginning of every lecture.  You may miss up to five class periods without affecting your grade.  For every absence over five, ten points will be deducted from your total score.  

There are no excused absences.  Class missed for family emergencies, illness, car trouble, snow, missed alarm clocks, outbreaks of adult acne, hangovers, etc. will count as part of your five absences.  Failure to sign the attendance sheet will also count as an absence.  NO EXCEPTIONS!! 
Please do not sign the attendance sheet for your fellow classmates.  I will consider this cheating by both you and your classmate.  You will both receive an F in the class and be turned into the Honor Code Council.
Sociological Lab Papers:  You are required to complete five sociological lab papers.  Each paper is worth 20 points for a total of 100 points.  These papers must be 2-3 pages typed, stapled, double spaced, 12-inch font, with 1 inch margins.  You will be graded on proper formatting, grammar and spelling, citations and bibliography, content, use of class materials, and critical thinking.  All papers must include a title page, a bibliography page, and in-text citations consistent with ASA standards (http://www.calstatela.edu/library/bi/rsalina/asa.styleguide.html).
For further assistance, I will post a writing guide on CULearn.

I will post lab paper assignments on CULearn on Mondays.  The due dates for the paper will be listed in the assignment.  Late and/or emailed papers will NOT be accepted.  Although you are only required to complete five lab assignments, at least ten assignments will be posted.  Therefore, you can decide which assignments you would like to do.  Additionally, you may turn in six papers.  Of these six, I will take your five highest grades.  You may choose to do only five papers if you wish.  You may NOT turn in over six assignments.
Exams:  You will have two exams, each worth 50 points.  These exams will require you to not only know and understand all lectures and readings, but to be able to critically engage with them, as well as apply the concepts to social life.  Please bring #2 pencils with you on the days of the exams, as these will not be provided.

If you must be absent the day of the exam, you must provide me with written (emailed) notification of your absence at least one week before the exam, along with proper documentation proving you cannot attend that day.   If you must miss an exam, you will be required to make up the exam before it is scheduled.  All make-up exams will consist of ten essay questions, so it greatly behooves you to be present on exam day.
Final Exam:  The final exam will be given on Tuesday, May 6, from 4:30-7:00 in Humanities 1B80.  The final exam is worth 100 points.  The exam is comprehensive, meaning it will cover all readings, lecture material, and class discussion for the entire session.  Please bring a #2 pencil, as they will not be provided.

Please keep all graded exams and writing assignments.  If you are worried about your grade at any time during the semester, I STRONGLY encourage you to meet with me.  Do not wait until the last week of class to discuss your grade, as it will be too late to work on improving your grade.  I do not offer extra credit or alternative assignments to make up for low exam or paper grades.  
Class Participation:
You are expected to read each day’s assigned readings before the beginning of class.  Your knowledge of the reading material will be essential to understanding and engaging with lecture and class discussion.  Please bring in questions you have concerning the readings, as it is likely your fellow students have the same questions.  I expect participation in class discussion to be respectful to others.  This means raising your hand, and refraining from talking over others.  Because topics relating to sex, gender, race/ethnicity, and class are often controversial, remember that we critique ideas, not people.  
Class Rules:
Please arrive on time to lecture.

Bring your books to lecture.
Bring paper and a writing utensil with which to take notes.  Notes will NOT be posted online.

You are responsible for all class material, so if you miss a lecture, get notes from a fellow student.

You are not allowed to use laptops during class.

All cell phones must be turned off before lecture.

Refrain from side conversations during lecture, as they are rude and disruptive. 

Do not leave class early.  If you MUST do so, please notify me before class begins and sit next to the door. 

Students who cannot follow these rules will be asked to leave and may be expelled from the course.
Special Accommodations:

Religious Observances: If class falls on a religious holiday, you will not be penalized

for missing class. The University of Colorado at Boulder has legal and moral

obligations to accommodate all students who must be absent from classes or miss

scheduled exams in order to observe religious holidays. If you will be absent from class

for a religious observance, please notify me of any scheduling conflicts by the end of the

first full week of class.
Disabilities: If you have specific physical, psychiatric, or learning disabilities

and require accommodations, please provide me with a letter from Disability Services

by the end of the first full week of class. Disability Services is located in Willard 322,

and information is available at www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices.
Student Athletics: If you are on an athletic team and will be missing classes, please

provide me with a letter no later than the end of the first full week of class. It is your

responsibility to look ahead on the syllabus and deal with any conflicts (e.g., scheduled

assignments) prior to the conflicting event.
Honor Code:  All students are expected to adhere to the University of Colorado’s Honor Code, which can be found at: http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/pledge.htm
Cheating in this class will not be tolerated.  If you are caught, you will receive a 0% in the class and will be reported to the Honor Code Council.
Tentative Schedule:

Week 1:  Introduction to Sociology, Sex, and Gender

1/14
Introduction to the Course; Syllabus
1/16
Introduction to Sociology; Social Control

R&C Ch 1

1/18
Doing Gender

R&C Ch 4 (Pg. 73; 84-97)
Week 2:  Assumptions of Essentialism
1/21 
MLK, Jr. Day: No Classes

1/23
Assumptions of Essentialism
1/25
Challenging Essentialism:  Global Perspectives on Gender

S&M “The Lady and the Mill Girl” (Lerner Ch 1)
Week 3: Assumptions of Social Constructionism
1/28
Assumptions of Social Constructionism
1/30
Assumptions of Social Constructionism:  Intersex and Transsexual Bodies

S&M “Race and Ethnicity” (Segal Ch 44)

2/1
Watch:  Paradise Bent
Week 4: Social Construction of Sex/Gender
2/4
Finish Paradise Bent
Assumptions of Social Constructionism:  Fa’afafines

S&M “Report from the Bahamas” (Jordan Ch 18)
2/6
Privilege:  Intersections of Race, Class, and Gender

S&M “White Privilege and Male Privilege” (McIntosh Ch 38)

S&M “What’s in a Name?” (Hamilton Ch 32)

2/8
Class Discussion/Review for Exam
Week 5:  Structural Inequality
2/11
Exam #1 (Please bring #2 pencils)
2/13
Education

R&C Ch 5 (Pg 99-118)
2/15
Education

R&C Ch 5 (118-136)

S&M “Long Hours, Starvation Wages” (Schwartz-Nobel Ch 17)

Week 6:  Structural Inequality
2/18
Politics and the State 

R&C Ch 9 (Pg. 255-280)

R&C Ch 10

2/20
Formal Employment

R&C Ch 8 (Pg. 212-242)


S&M “Not All Differences” (Ward Ch 22)

2/22
Household Labor

R&C Ch 7 (Pg. 180-200)
Week 7:  Gender in the Media
2/25
The Body

R&C Ch 6


S&M “Race Lessons” (Conley Ch 54)

2/27
Gender in Advertising

S&M “Gender and Class Stereotypes” (Chi and Baldwin Ch 28)

2/29
Watch:  Beyond Killing Us Softly
Week 8:  Social Construction of Sexuality
3/3
Essentialism and Sexuality

S&M “In the Closet” (Seidman Ch 25)

3/5
Social Construction of Sexuality

R&C Ch 7 (Pg 169-174)
3/7
Gender and Sexuality

S&M “Yellow Woman and a Beauty of the Spirit” (Silko Ch 15)

Week 9:  Sexual Scripts
3/10
Hegemonic Script for Masculine Sexuality


S&M “He Defies You Still” (Mecca Ch 11)


S&M “Playing in the GTZ” (McGuffey and Rich Ch 58)

3/12
Hegemonic Script for Feminine Sexuality


S&M “Puerto Rican Wannabes” (Wilkins Ch 59)
3/14
Contemporary Unified Script for Sexuality

S&M “Heterosexual Questionnaire” (Rochlin Ch 53)

Week 10: Sexualities
3/17
Dirty Words Day
3/19
Review for Exam #2
3/21
Exam #2 (Bring #2 pencils)
Week 11:  Spring Break.  No Classes 3/24-328

Week 12:  Gendered Violence
3/31
 Masculinity and Violence

“All Men Are Not Created Equal” (Espiritu Ch 60)

4/2
Watch:  Wrestling with Manhood
4/4
Rape/Sexual Assault
Week 13:  Gendered Violence
4/7
Rape/Sexual Assault

S&M “Congressional Record” (Ch 4)

4/9
Rape/Sexual Assault

R&C Ch 9 (280-285)

4/11
Sexual Coercion and Consent
Week 14:  Gendered Violence
4/14
Intimate Partner Violence

R&C Ch 7 (Pg. 200-208)


S&M “When You’re a Credit to Your Race” (Dyson Ch 209)

4/16
Intimate Partner Violence

S&M “With No Immediate Cause” (Shange Ch 12)

4/18
Intimate Partner Violence
Week 15:  Hate Crimes
4/21
Hate Crimes

Watch Licensed to Kill

S&M “Schools Struggle Shielding Gay Kids” (Dizon Ch 27)

4/23
Hate Crimes

S&M “New Racism” (Bonilla-Silva Ch 56)

4/25
Hate Crimes

S&M “Color-Blind Racism and Post-Feminism” (Ferber Ch 62)

Week 16: Social Change
4/28
What is Social Change?

S&M “1965” (Malcolm X Ch 8)

4/30
How do we build coalitions?

S&M “Women of Color on the Front Line” (Krauss Ch 48)


S&M “From the Margins” (Whitaker Ch 16)

5/2
Review for final exam
5/6 Final Exam 4:30-700 in HUMN 1B80

Please Bring #2 Pencils!!
1

