University of Colorado

Department of Sociology
Sex, Gender & Society

Socy 1016 Section 003 

Tuesday and Thursday 

at 3:30-4:45

Clare 207

Spring 2008

Instructor: Colter Ellis 

Office: Ketchum 409

Contact: colter.ellis@colorado.edu
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday from 2:00-3:15pm or by appointment 

Course Description: 

This course is an introduction to the sociological understanding of sex and gender. The lives of “men” and “women” are formed during social interactions that exist within social structures. It is through these forces that we develop an understanding of our selves as individuals with gendered identities. This class will provide the basic sociological tools needed to understand the process through which people come to understand themselves and their bodies as gendered. Students will also learn how these social processes shape systems of privilege and oppression. As a result, we will see that even the most basic terms like “women,” “man,” “straight,” or “gay” are problematic for explaining our gendered social world.

With this in mind, I have four specific goals for you this semester: 

1. That you learn to understand and apply the sociological understanding of sex and gender to your social world.

2. That you begin to see the systems of oppression and privilege that permeate your social world. 

3. That you gain a basic understanding of sociology as an academic discipline and develop the ability to use its tools in day-to-day life. 

4. That you learn to read and write at a level appropriate for college studies.  

A Word of Caution  

The sociological study of “Sex & Gender,” as presented in this class concerns gender inequality. Feminism is a central part of this class. You will be asked to think critically about our society and YOUR role in systems of gender privilege and oppression. If you are not prepared to critically examine society and yourself, this class may not be for you.

Required Text
Kimmel, Michael S. 2008. The Gendered Society: Third Edition. Oxford University Press. New York. 

Kimmel, Michael S. and Amy Aronson. 2008. The Gendered Society Reader: Third Edition. Oxford University Press. New York. 

Classroom Decorum:

Subject matters introduced during this class deal with sensitive subjects. One of my primary goals in this class is to foster an environment in which everyone feels comfortable and is able to express their ideas and opinions if they choose. As a means to this end, I absolutely require that everyone behave respectfully within this forum, including giving others the benefit of the doubt, listening attentively, and understanding the effect your words will have on others. Insensitive comments concerning race, ethnicity, class, gender orientation, sexual orientation, or religion are utterly forbidden. WE CRITIQUE IDEAS, NOT PEOPLE!!
Class Room Expectations
· Arrive in the classroom prepared to begin on time. Please stay for the entire class period. 

· Turn off phones. If you have an emergency, please notify me prior to class and switch your phone to silent/vibrate.

· Do not read newspapers, text message, or otherwise distract from the learning/teaching environment. If you use a laptop computer for notes, do not email, IM, or use the Internet inappropriately. If you do, I will not allow you to use your computer in my class.

· Please do not contact me for information that can be found on this document. I will post a copy of this syllabus on CULearn so you will always have access to this information. 

· Please participate in the main conversation by being attentive and abstaining from reading other materials, and not carrying on side conversations during class.

· Turn in assignments on time. Adhere to university policies regarding academic honesty.

Tools for Success: 
· Attend and participate (if only with your attentive listening). Studies suggest that this is highly correlated with the grade you earn.

· Go to the writing lab! This is a wonderful resource for ALL students. If you are a “good” writer they will help you become a “great” writer.  http://www.colorado.edu/pwr/writingcenter.html 
· Keep up with the reading. You cannot participate or fully get the class material or have fun with the discussions if you have not done the readings and thought about them.

· Become a person to your instructor. You can do this by asking questions, coming to office hours, and engaging with the material.

· Read and follow instructions carefully.

· Ask for assistance when you need it.

· Speak up and participate in discussions by asking questions, answering questions, giving opinions, or tying together others’ comments. Do this even if you do not think you have the right or best thing to say. You will learn something by doing it.

Students are expected to do the following:

· Attend class. This is not a correspondence course and you cannot expect to pass if you do not attend regularly. If you must miss a class, first contact a classmate to find out what you missed. Contact me only if you need further information. 
· Familiarize yourself with CULearn. It is not my responsibility to help you navigate this system. If you have problems or questions please contact ITS at (303) 735-HELP. 

· Keep all returned papers and tests until the end of the semester. In the case of a grade dispute or a potentially miss recorded grade, it is the students responsibility to provide the graded paper or test. 
Course Requirements and Grading

There will be three tests and two papers required for this class. 

Tests: The first test is worth 25 points and intended to give you an idea of how my tests will be structured and the kinds of questions I ask. The next 2 tests are worth 50 points. Tests are comprised of multiple choice, matching, and short answers. My primary intent in administering these exams is to test your understanding of vocabulary, concepts, and perspectives. No study guide will be provided. 

· Test 1:  February 12

· Test 2: March 13

· Test 3: TBA

Papers: Paper one is worth 25 points and paper two is worth 75 points. Descriptions of these assignments will be posted on CU Learn. 

All papers should include a cover sheet with your name, date, class name and number, and paper title. Please use a Times New Roman font sized 12 point. Margins should be 1 inch. Be sure to cite all material and do not use Wikipedia! 

Citations MUST be done using ASA style. These can be found at: http://www.calstatela.edu/library/bi/rsalina/asa.styleguide.html
A hard copy of all papers must be submitted to me at the start of class the day they are due. No electronic copies will be accepted unless otherwise approved in advance by me! Please be clear, emailed papers will receive zero points. 

	Assignment
	Date
	Points 

	Paper 1
	2/5/08
	25pts

	Quiz 1
	2/12/08
	25pts

	Quiz 2
	3/13/08
	50pts

	Paper 2
	4/10/08
	75pts

	Final Exam
	TBA
	50pts


Please never contact me via email regarding grades. It is technically against school policy to discuss grades over email, it is a public and insecure system. If you have a grade question, please see me before/after class, come to office hours, or set up an appointment.

Attendance Policy 

There is no attendance requirement for this class. However, you cannot expect to pass this class without attending class regularly. 

Late Policy
Absolutely no late papers or tests will be accepted without prior approval or an acceptable and documented excuse. If you have a family vacation, wedding, or similar engagement that will conflict with the class schedule I expect you to notify me within the first 2 weeks of class. 
Academic Integrity and Honor Code 

Plagiarism and cheating will be grounds for receiving a failing grade on the relevant test or assignment and possibly failing the course. To ensure academic integrity, students in this course must observe the Honor Code and write the following statement on all work:

On my honor, as a University of Colorado student, I have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance on this work. 

Disability Policy 

Students with documented disabilities, including non-visible disabilities such as chronic diseases, learning disabilities, head injury, attention deficit/hyperactive disorder, or psychiatric disabilities should see me after class or during my office hours (preferably during the first two weeks of class) to discuss possible reasonable accommodations. For more information, consult The Office of Disability Services, Willard 322 (303-492-8671).

Classroom Behavior Policy

Our classroom will be a safe and open environment for everyone. I will not tolerate discrimination, slander, or criticism of anyone based on sex, race, religion, sexual orientation, color, ideas, or beliefs. However, all ideas relevant to the course are open to discussion and constructive criticism. Class members who hold or oppose such ideas or initiate criticism will not themselves be the subjects of attack. 

