Classical Social Theory: SOCY 3001-02

Meeting Place: Ketchum 234

Meeting Times: Monday-Friday 9:15-10:50

Instructor: Eric Bonds

Email: Eric.Bonds@Colorado.edu
Phone: 303-817-3425

Office Hours: Monday and Tuesday: 8:00-9:00; Thursday from 11:00-12:00. 

Office: Ketchum 414 (Way at the top on the west side of the building.)

Required Texts:

Ashley, David and David Michael Orenstein. 2005. Sociological Theory: Classical Statements. Boston: Pearson.

Numerous readings posted on E-Reserve.

Purpose:

What are the driving forces of human history?  To what extent can human societies control their futures, and what kinds of futures are most desirable?  What are the causes and consequences of inequality, and can social inequalities be rectified?  To what extent can individuals choose who they will become, or, on the other hand, to what extent are the lives of individuals—and indeed their very ways of thinking—“made” by the societies of which they are part?

These questions, which are neither small nor insignificant, will be considered in the course of this class, along with some of the—often contradictory, competing, and still controversial—answers given by the intellectual forerunners and founders of the discipline of sociology.  This is a very important class, in which you will not only become familiar with classical social theories, but—and more importantly—you will develop and exercise the ability to read, think, and write sociologically.  I’m exited about this class, and glad to have you as part of it.

Class Email List:

I will often send out emails to the class based on your university email accounts.  It is your responsibility to check your account regularly.

Readings:

You are responsible for doing the readings ahead of each class, something that will help you immensely in this and all of your other classes.  In many cases, you will find that you will need to carefully reread sections or whole chapters in order to make sense of the information.

Classroom Community 

Please be respectful of others with differing opinions.  Due to the nature of the discipline of sociology, we will regularly discuss controversial issues.  While we must never shy away from controversy or from disagreement with one another, we should always treat each other with respect. Intentional expressions of bigotry – sexism, racism, or homophobia – will absolutely not be tolerated.

Please do not limit other students’ ability to get as much as out of the class as possible through rude behavior such as leaving cell phones on in class, leaving class early, talking out of turn, etc.  Any behavior that is determined by me to be disruptive to the class will not be tolerated.  For further information on appropriate classroom behavior, please go to www.colorado.edu/policies/classroombehavior.html.

Assignments and Evaluation:

Tests:  We will have three in-class tests.  Each test will be worth a total of 50 points.

Final: The final will be broken into both in-class and take-home sections.  The in-class portion will be non-cumulative and is worth 50 points.  The take-home portion is cumulative; you will be asked to apply and compare the ideas of the thinkers we have studied throughout the course.  You will have some choice in which questions you will answer.  This portion of the final is worth 100 points. 

Application Paper and Presentation:  You will turn in one short paper (approximately 1,000 words) in which you will (1) explain, in your own words, an aspect of one of our theorist’s work; (2) demonstrate the work’s usefulness to understanding some part of the contemporary world; (3) discuss controversies or limitations; and (4) prepare a 5-10 minute creative in-class presentation to educate your peers.  The paper and presentation is worth a total of 80 points.

Required In-Class Participation: Every student is required to speak in class at least two times, asking a question regarding a class reading and/or making a substantive comment that furthers class discussion concerning a reading.  I will hand out two “Participation Tokens.”  You will need to fill out both and hand them back to me as you satisfy this requirement for full credit.

Bonus In-Class Participation: Since I view participation as a critical part of the learning experience, I may choose to reward regular in-class participation.  Based on my discretion, you may improve your final grade another 10 points.  Participation means (1) coming to class regularly, (2) frequently asking questions, and/or  (3) regularly making meaningful comments that further class conversation.

Grade Breakdown:

Required Participation: 20 points

First Test: 50 points

Second Test: 50 points

Third Test: 50 points

Application Project and Presentation: 80 points 

Final Test (in-class): 50 points

Final Test (take-home): 100 points

Total: 400 points

Options:

Bonus class participation: 10 more points

Late Work and Missed Exams:

All assignments must be submitted on time and in class unless you have been given my permission in advance to turn in an assignment late because of a personal emergency.  If your assignment is not handed in when I collect it in class there will be an automatic grade deduction for each day that it is late (in other words, an A becomes an A-).  Emailed papers and papers placed in my mailbox or under my office door will not be accepted.

No make-up tests will be given without a University acceptable reason for missing the scheduled date.  In other words, you will receive an “F.”

Class Notes:

Because I am not requiring attendance, I will not make my lecture notes or power point slides available to you if you miss class.  Besides, they would be a very poor substitute for the actual notes you would take yourself.  If you must miss class, please make a friend and get the notes from him or her.

Don’t Cheat!:

I’ll say it again: Don’t cheat!  I don’t want to be put in the situation of catching you, and you don’t want to be caught.  All incidents of academic misconduct will be reported to the Honor Code Council and will carry severe penalties.  Information about the honor code and likely penalties can be found at www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html.

Disability:

If you have any type of disability, as documented by the campus Disability Services Office, please let me know as soon as possible.  Every effort will be made to accommodate your needs.  For more information, please see http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices.

Accommodations for Religious Observances:

Please notify me at least two weeks in advance if any aspect of the class conflicts with your religious observance so accommodations can be made.  For more information, please go to http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html.

Student Athletes:  

If you are on a university athletic team and will be missing classes, please turn in a letter to me by July 14th.  It is your responsibility to look ahead on the syllabus and deal with any conflicts (tests or paper due dates) prior to the conflicting event.

Course Calendar (Subject to Change)

Tuesday, July 8

Introduction
July 9

What is social theory?  What is classical social theory?

Read Sociological Theory (ST): 1-28
July 10

Marx

Read ST: 185-213

July 11

Marx

Read: The Communist Manifesto on E-Reserve
Monday, July 14

Marx

Read: Selected Works on E-Reserve
July 15

Weber

Read ST: 220-253

July 16

Weber

Read: Selected Works on E-Reserve
July 17

Test and Presentations
July 18

Durkheim

Read ST: 77-104

Monday, July 21

Veblen

Read ST: 351-380
July 22

Simmel

Read ST: 258-284
July 23

Test and Presentations

July 24

Freud

Read ST: 288-313
July 25

Mead

Read ST: 386-420
Monday, July 28

Nietzsche

Read ST: 426-455

July 29

Nietzsche

Read Selected Works on E-Reserve
July 30

Test and Presentations
July 31

DuBois

Selected Works on E-Reserve

August 1

No Class

American Sociological Association Annual Meeting
Monday, August 4

No Class

ASA Annual Meeting
August 5

Goldman and Early Feminist Theorists

Selected Works on E-Reserve

August 6

Goldman and Early Feminist Theorists

Selected Works on E-Reserve

Receive Questions for Take-Home Portion of Final
August 7

Work Day for Take-Home Portion of Final

I will be in my office during class time to answer questions.
August 8

Take-Home Portion of Final is due.

In-Class Final and Presentations

Enjoy the rest of your summer!!!

Final Points�
Grade�
�
372-400�
A�
�
360-371�
A-�
�
348-359�
B+�
�
335-347�
B�
�
320-334�
B-�
�
308-319�
C+�
�
292-307�
C�
�
280-291�
C-�
�
268-279�
D+�
�
258-268�
D�
�
0-257�
F�
�






