SOCY/WMST 1016-030

Sex, Gender, and Society

Spring 2009

Lecture





Recitations

Instructor:  Courtney McDonald


Teaching Assistant:Benjamin Lamb-Books

Email:  Courtney.mcdonald@colorado.edu

Email:  Benjamin.lamb@colorado.edu

Office Hours:  M 2-2:50, W 12-12:50 and 2-2:50
Office Hours:
 M 10-12:50 & 

& by appointment




by appointment

Office:  Ketchum 8




Office:  Ketchum 35

Lecture Times:  Monday and Wednesday 1-1:50
Recitation Times and Locations:  

Lecture Location:  HLMS 199


Socy 1016-031  Monday 9-9:50 HLMS 263

Socy 1016-032 Wednesday 8-8:50 EDU 143

Socy 1016-033  Friday 8-8:50 ECON 205*

__________________________________________________________________

*You must attend the recitation in which you are enrolled.  You are NOT allowed to attend a different recitation.  

Staying/in the class:  Recitation attendance will be taken during the first three weeks of class.  If you miss two or more recitations, you will be automatically dropped from the class. 

Waitlist:  Because this class is full, if you are on the waitlist, you will only be enrolled if another person drops (or is dropped from) the class and if you are in the #1waitlist spot.  We will NOT over-enroll!!  Please do not ask either of us to let you in the class (even if you are a sixth year senior who really needs this class).

Be aware that there are two waitlists for this class, one for the Sociology students and one for the Women’s Studies students.  If you are on the Socy waitlist, a Socy student must drop for you to be enrolled.


Course Overview:

This course is an introduction to the sociological study of sex and gender.  Both sex and gender are widely viewed by members of our society as natural products, the results of biology.  These seemingly “natural” gender differences have been used to explain and justify inequality.  We will challenge this essentialist assumption by using the theory of social constructionism to analyze the way in which sex and gender differences are results of social forces, not biological categories.  Additionally, we will be utilizing a feminist perspective to talk about social inequalities.  

Social constructionism posits that discourse, or the language we use to talk about something, creates our social reality.  Therefore, we will consciously use language that reflects our implicit understandings of gender.  In other words, we will talk about men and women, and sexuality, using common, everyday language.  These words are often considered impolite, or even offensive, yet they are important because this discourse shapes our understandings of gender and sexuality.  Please keep this in mind; if such language makes you uncomfortable, you might consider taking another class.

A main goal of this course is to uncover how our ideas about femininity and masculinity are the products of social arrangements.  Many social institutions place men at an advantage over women; however, we will discuss how men, too, can benefit from an understanding of gender as social, not biological (i.e., a social constructionist feminist perspective).  Additionally, we will examine how race, ethnicity, class, sexual identity, age, and other social positions intersect with gender.  The main focus of this class will be white, heterosexual, male privilege and the corresponding disadvantages others face, so please be prepared to take a class that might prompt you to question your basic assumptions of the social world.  These issues are often controversial, and discussing them requires a great deal of maturity.  If you do not feel able to participate in a respectful manner, please do not take this course.

Course Readings:

Text books are available at CU Bookstore

Required Readings:

Ferber, Abby L., Kimberly Holcomb, and Tre Wentling.  2009.  Sex, Gender, and Sexuality:  

The New Basics/An Anthology.  

Segal, Marcia Texler and Theresa A. Martinez.  2007.  Intersections of Gender, Race, 

and Class:  Readings for a Changing Landscape.

Grading:

Recitation Quizzes



150 points

3 Sociological Lab Papers


150 points (50 points each)

Exam 1:




100 points

Exam 2:




100 points

Final Exam:




150 points

Total:





650 points

Recitation Quizzes:  Recitation quizzes are worth 150 points total.  A recitation quiz will be given at the beginning of every recitation (except the first three weeks of class).  Recitation quizzes will be worth either 10 or 15 points (will vary each week) for a total of 12 quizzes for 150 points.  Quizzes may either be multiple choice or short essays.  This means you are required to bring paper and a writing utensil to every recitation.  

You may only take the quiz if you are in recitation at the beginning of class; if you are late you will receive a 0% on the quiz.  You may only take the recitation quiz in the recitation in which you are enrolled.  If you must miss a recitation, provide your T.A. with a written (emailed) notification at least one week prior to the recitation.  You will be required to make up the quiz before the missed recitation.  In cases of emergencies (sudden illnesses, sudden family emergencies), email your T.A. immediately.  In order to make up the quiz, you will be required to provide written evidence of the emergency/illness.  

All readings assigned for the week, as well as any previous lecture material may be covered on the quizzes.  Therefore, it is important that you keep up with the readings and attend lecture.

Sociological Lab Papers:  Sociological lab papers are a chance for you to apply class material to the “real” world by using class themes to analyze current sociological trends/news stories.  You are required to complete three sociological lab papers.  Each paper is worth 50 points for a total of 150 points.  These papers must be 2-3 pages typed, stapled, double spaced, 12-inch Times New Roman font, with 1 inch margins, and reference both lecture and class readings.  You will be graded on proper formatting, grammar and spelling, citations and bibliography, content, use of class materials, and critical thinking.  Failure to format papers correctly will result in a much lower grade.  All papers must include a title page, a bibliography page, and in-text citations consistent with ASA standards (http://www.calstatela.edu/library/bi/rsalina/asa.styleguide.html).

For further assistance, I will post a writing guide on CULearn.  You are required to read the writing guide, and failure to meet the standards set forth in the writing guide will result in a lower grade.

Three lab papers are due on the specified dates (see below) at the beginning of lecture.  However, for each paper due, you will have options on what you would like to write about.  All of the lab paper assignments are posted on CULearn.  There will be a folder on CULearn labeled “Lab Papers.”  Within this folder, will be three more folders labeled “Lab Paper #1,” “Lab Paper #2,” and “Lab Paper #3.”  Each folder will contain several options for the paper (so, for example, under “Lab Paper #1,” I will have several Word documents, all of which are options for the first lab paper).  If you have any questions about the lab papers, please see one of your instructors for clarification.

Late or emailed papers will NOT be accepted for any reason!!!

Each lab assignment references some recent occurrence or phenomenon in our world.  You might be required to read a news story, watch a movie or TV, listen to a song, browse a specific website, or think about yourself and others around you as gendered beings.  While these tasks might seem simple, I believe you cannot understand feminism or social constructionism without analyzing the mundane.  It is in everyday occurrences that gender is (re)produced, yet we rarely notice.  Hopefully, our class discussions and these lab assignments will allow you to view social interactions in an entirely different light.

Although the assignments might seem easy at first glance, I require analysis worthy of a college paper.  The first requirement for the assignments is that you have read and understand the writing guide on CULearn (and if you have questions, ask!!).  The second requirement is that you have done all of the readings (and if you don’t understand them, to ask one of us to explain!!) and to have either attended lecture or borrowed notes from a classmate.  You should then be able to apply class material to the lab assignments (this means citing lecture and one reading in each paper), meaning that you analyze the topic with a feminist and social constructionist perspective.  You should use class material throughout the paper—simply sticking in a direct quote from a reading does not fulfill this requirement!!!  

Some of the assignments might (and hopefully will) provoke some kind of emotional response.  I encourage you to write about and analyze these emotions, as they are very important.  However, the lab paper is not the place to do this, unless otherwise specified in the assignment.  Your argument in each paper should be based on the empirical research presented in class and in the readings.  If you are having difficulty with these lab papers, please come to my office hours immediately so that together we can improve your writing.  

**Final Note:  We are happy to discuss your lab paper grades with you, as well as further explain comments and suggestions for better papers.  However, we will NOT discuss any paper with you the day we return it!!  You must take at least one day, read through our comments, attempt to understand why you earned that grade, and then may request a meeting with one of us or come to office hours.  You should approach these meetings as chances to better understand the material, not as opportunities to change grades.

Late or emailed papers will NOT be accepted for any reason!!!

Exams:  You will have two exams, each worth 100 points.  These exams will require you to not only know and understand all lectures and readings, but to be able to critically engage with them, as well as apply the concepts to social life.  Both exams consist of 50 multiple-choice questions.  All questions must be answered on a scantron.  You are required to hand in the actual exam as you hand in your scantron.  Failure to do so will result in a 0% on the exam.  Please bring #2 pencils with you on the days of the exams, as these will not be provided.  Also, you may not take the exam if you do not know your Student Identification number.

If you must be absent the day of the exam, you must provide me with written (emailed) notification of your absence at least one week before the exam, along with proper documentation proving you cannot attend that day.   If you must miss an exam, you will be required to make up the exam before it is scheduled.  All make-up exams will consist of ten essay questions, so it greatly behooves you to be present on exam day.

Final Exam:  The final exam will be given on Saturday, May 2nd, 1:30 pm-4:00 pm in Hellems 199.  The final exam is worth 150 points, and consists of 75 multiple choice questions.  Please bring a #2 pencil, as they will not be provided.

Please keep all graded exams and writing assignments.  If you are worried about your grade at any time during the semester, I STRONGLY encourage you to meet with one of us.  Do not wait until the last week of class to discuss your grade, as it will be too late to work on improving your grade.  We do not offer extra credit or alternative assignments to make up for low exam or paper grades.  

We expect you to take this class seriously.  You receive the grade you earn.  Do not expect to receive an A or B merely for taking the course; such a high grade requires serious effort.  Again, we are happy to discuss your grade with you; however, do not email us after the final exam and ask us to raise your grade.  If you are in a scholarship program or on academic probation, and need a certain grade in this course, be willing to work for it.  You get the grade you earn, not the grade you need.

Class Participation:

You are expected to read each week’s assigned readings before the beginning of class on Monday.  We will assign approximately 50 pages of reading per week, so be sure you have enough time to complete the course requirements.  Your knowledge of the reading material will be essential to understanding and engaging with lecture and class discussion.  Please bring in questions you have concerning the readings, as it is likely your fellow students have the same questions.  We expect participation in class discussion to be respectful to others.  This means raising your hand, and refraining from talking over others.  Because topics relating to sex, gender, race/ethnicity, and class are often controversial, remember that we critique ideas, not people.  

Class Rules:

Please arrive on time to class.

Bring your books to class.

Bring paper and a writing utensil with which to take notes.  Notes will NOT be posted online.

You are responsible for all class material, so if you miss a lecture, get notes from a fellow student.  We do not give out our notes.  We encourage you to get to know at least one person from the class with whom to share notes (possible study buddy!!).

You are not allowed to use laptops during class.

All cell phones must be turned off before class.

Refrain from side conversations during class, as they are rude and disruptive. 

Do not leave class early.  If you MUST do so, please notify one of us before class begins and sit next to the door. 

***Students who cannot follow these rules will be asked to leave and may be expelled from the course.***

Special Accommodations:

Religious Observances: If class falls on a religious holiday, you will not be penalized

for missing class. The University of Colorado at Boulder has legal and moral

obligations to accommodate all students who must be absent from classes or miss

scheduled exams in order to observe religious holidays. If you will be absent from class

for a religious observance, please notify me of any scheduling conflicts by the end of the

first full week of class.

Disabilities: If you have specific physical, psychiatric, or learning disabilities

and require accommodations, please provide me with a letter from Disability Services

by the end of the first full week of class. Disability Services is located in Willard 322,

and information is available at www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices.

Student Athletics: If you are on an athletic team and will be missing classes, please

provide me with a letter no later than the end of the first full week of class. It is your

responsibility to look ahead on the syllabus and deal with any conflicts (e.g., scheduled

assignments) prior to the conflicting event.

Honor Code:  All students are expected to adhere to the University of Colorado’s Honor Code, which can be found at: http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/pledge.htm
Cheating in this class will not be tolerated.  If you are caught, you will receive a 0% in the class and will be reported to the Honor Code Council.

Tentative Schedule:

Week 1:  Introduction to Sociology, Sex, and Gender

Readings:  
S&M “The Lady and the Mill Girl” (Lerner Ch 1); FHW “Keeping Sex in Bounds”  (Ferber Ch 10); S&M “Report from the Bahamas” (Jordan Ch 18)


1/12
Introduction to the Course; Syllabus

1/14
Introduction to Sociology; Social Control

Week 2:  Assumptions of Essentialism

Readings: 
FHW “Muddying the Waters” (Yescavage and Alexander Ch 2); S&M “Race and Ethnicity” (Segal Ch 44); S&M “Cuban Jewish Women in Miami” (Wartenberg Ch 21)

1/19 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: No Classes

1/21
Essentialism:  Assumptions and Challenges

Week 3: Assumptions of Social Constructionism

Readings:  
FHW “Intersex Narratives” (Preves Ch 3); FHW “Walk Like a Man” (Koenig Ch 17); FHW “The Egg and the Sperm” (Martin Ch 22)

1/26
Assumptions of Social Constructionism:  Intersex and Transsexual Bodies

1/28
Assumptions of Social Constructionism 


Week 4:  Doing Gender and Privilege

Readings:  
S&M “White Privilege and Male Privilege” (McIntosh Ch 38); FHW “Doing Gender” (West and Zimmerman Ch 4); FHW “Privileges Held by Non-Trans People” (Skolnik and Anonymous Ch 28); S&M “Playing in the GTZ” (McGuffey and Rich Ch 58); S&M “White Views of Civil Rights” (DiTomaso et al. Ch 39)

2/2
Doing Gender

2/4
Privilege:  Intersections of Race, Class, and Gender


Lab Paper #1 Due 2/4 at Beginning of Lecture

Week 5:  Structural Inequality:  Education

Readings (Note:  These Readings will not be on Exam #1): S&M “‘Gone With the Wind’” (Loewen Ch 5); S&M “What’s in a Name?” (Hamilton Ch 32)

2/9
Exam #1 (Please bring #2 pencils)

2/11
Education

Week 6:  Structural Inequality:  Education and Employment

Readings:  
S&M “Not All Differences” (Ward Ch 22); S&M “Long Hours, Starvation Wages” (Schwartz-Nobel Ch 17) 



2/16
Education

2/18
Formal Employment

Week 7:  Structural Inequality:  Invisible labor and Beauty

Readings:  
S&M “Race Lessons” (Conley Ch 54); S&M “Gender and Class Stereotypes” (Chi and Baldwin Ch 28); FHW “Loose Lips Sink Ships” (Davis Ch 29); S&M “Yellow Woman and a Beauty of the Spirit” (Silko Ch 15)

2/23
Invisible Labor 

2/25
The Body

Week 8:  Sexualities

Readings:  
S&M “In the Closet” (Seidman Ch 25); FHW “From the ‘Muscle Moll’” (Cahn Ch 31); FHW “The Function of the Orgasm” (Blackledge Ch 25); FHW “Which One’s the Man?” (Wilton (Ch 12)

3/2
Essentialism and Sexuality 

3/4
Sex Negativity; Social Construction of Sexuality

Week 9:  Social Construction of Sexuality

Readings:  
S&M “He Defies You Still” (Mecca Ch 11); S&M “Puerto Rican Wannabes” (Wilkins Ch 59); S&M “Heterosexual Questionnaire” (Rochlin Ch 53); FHW “Who are ‘We’?” (Devor Ch 46)

3/9
Social Construction of Sexuality

3/11
Hegemonic Script for Masculine Sexuality

Week 10: Social Construction of Sexuality

Recitation:  Dirty Words Day

Readings (These readings will be on Exam #2):  FHW “The Occupied Territories” (Hemphill pg. 5); FHW “Dueling Dualisms” (Fausto-Sterling Ch 1); S&M “A Letter to Harvey Milk” (Newman Ch 9)

3/16
Hegemonic Script for Feminine Sexuality


Lab Paper #2 Due 3/16 at Beginning of Lecture

3/18
Exam #2 (Bring #2 pencils)

Week 11:  Spring Break:  No Classes  3/23-3/29

Week 12:  Masculinity

Readings:  
FHW “Masculinity as Homophobia” (Kimmel Ch 5); FHW “Goodbye to the Sex-Gender Distinction” (Messerschmidt Ch 6); S&M “Congressional Record” (Ch 4)

3/30
Masculinity and Violence 

Watch:  Wrestling With Manhood

4/1
Finish Wrestling With Manhood

Week 13:  Gendered Violence

Readings:  
FHW “Rape and the War” (Smith Ch 34); FHW “Rape and the Prison Code” (Kupers Ch 35); FHW “Gender Shock” (Burke Ch 23)

4/6
Rape/Sexual Assault

4/8
Sexual Coercion and Establishing Consent


Week 14:  Gendered Violence

Readings:  
S&M “When You’re a Credit to Your Race” (Dyson Ch 23); S&M “Woman Hollering Creek” (Cisneros Ch 14); S&M “With No Immediate Cause” (Shange Ch 12); S&M “All Men Are Not Created Equal” (Espiritu Ch 60)

4/13
Intimate Partner Abuse

4/15
 Intimate Partner Abuse


Lab Paper #3 Due 4/15 at Beginning of Lecture

Week 15:  Hate Crimes

Readings:  
FHW “Doing Gender and Doing Gender Inappropriately” (Perry Ch 37); S&M “New Racism” (Bonilla-Silva Ch 56); S&M “Color-Blind Racism and Post-Feminism” (Ferber Ch 62)

4/20
Hate Crimes

4/22
Hate Crimes


Watch:  Licensed to Kill


Week 16: Social Change

Readings:  
S&M “1965” (Malcolm X Ch 8); S&M “Women of Color on the Front Line” (Krauss Ch 48); S&M “From the Margins” (Whitaker Ch 16); FHW “The Quiverfull Conviction” (Joyce Ch 44)

4/27
Finish:  Licensed to Kill

4/29
Social Change

Final Exam:  May 2nd, 1:30 pm to 4:00 pm in HLMS 199


Please Bring #2 Pencils!!

8

