Syllabus

SOCY 2031: 020 Social Problems

Spring 2008

MW, 2-2:50PM, HLMS 201

Instructor: Allison Hicks

Office: 

             
Ketchum 35

Email:




Allison.Hicks@colorado.edu 

Office Hours:



MW 3-4pm or by appointment

Teaching Assistant: Jenn Roark, MSW 

Office:




Ketchum 414

Email:




Jennifer.Roark@colorado.edu 

Office Hours:



M 11:30-1:30pm

Recitation Sections:


W 8am, 10am, and 12pm

The instructor reserves the right to modify this syllabus as necessary. Any changes will be communicated to students in a timely manner. 

Textbooks: 

2001. Hallinan, Joseph. Going Up the River. New York: Random House. 

2001.
Ehrenreich, Barbara. Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America. New York: Metropolitan. 

There will also be a number of short articles during the semester. You can access these articles through CULearn in the folder marked “Readings.”

Course Description and Learning Objectives:

Sociology is the study of society and human interaction. We all have considerable experience living in society and interacting with other people. Sociology, however, is an unfamiliar way of looking at the familiar. The primary objective of this course is to help you develop your sociological imagination — that is, to provide you with the conceptual and theoretical tools that will allow you to examine virtually any subject from a sociological perspective. In this course we will be devoted to examining the relationship between individuals, communities, and social problems within a sociological framework.

My hope is that you will gain a fundamental sense of what the discipline of sociology is and how it approaches contemporary issues present within U.S. society. In addition, I hope that you will come away from the course with an understanding that the classroom is not divorced from reality, and the ability to see the relevance of sociological inquiry to your own life.  

Grading and Evaluation:

Your final course grade will be calculated as follows:

Assignment



Date Due


    Percentage of Final Grade


Exam 1




Wednesday, February 25th   

 25%

Exam 2




Wednesday, April 1st 
 

 25%

Exam 3




Tuesday, May 5th
 

 25%






(1:30PM-4:00PM)

Recitation



N/A




 25%

NO EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE OFFERED IN THIS COURSE

Grades will be assigned based on the following (approximate) ranges:

A: 100- 90%
B: 89-80%
C: 79-70% 
D: 69-60% 
F: 59% or below

NOTE: Do NOT email me for your course grade. If you would like to discuss your performance in the course please make an appointment to come and talk with me. 

Exams:


Students will be tested on their comprehension of reading, film, recitation, and lecture material. Each exam will consist of three essays—two required essays and one optional essay. Exams will be closed book. Students will be required to write in blue books; each student is required to purchase six blue books at the University bookstore and turn them in to the TA by the third week of class. No student can pass the class without handing in blue books. 

Recitation:


Please see separate handout explaining recitation policies, grading, and assignments. 

Grading Concerns:


If you feel an error has occurred in the grading of your assignments, please set up an appointment to come in and discuss your concerns with me. I am willing to re-examine your grade so long as you meet with me within one week of receiving the grade. In addition, you must bring to the appointment one page explaining why you feel an error has occurred. After one week, all grades are FINAL and will not be reconsidered. 


Students are responsible for keeping all graded work they receive. In the event a student wishes to dispute a recorded grade, it is the student’s responsibility to provide the graded assignment for evidence. If the graded assignment cannot be produced by the student, the recorded grade will stand. 

CULearn:


This course has been set up with a CULearn site which students can access by logging in to CUConnect (https://cuconnect.colorado.edu/uPortal/index.jsp) and clicking on the “courses” tab.  Relevant materials will be uploaded on a continuous basis, and students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the site contents.  

Class Conduct Policy:


Students are expected to conduct themselves in a civil and appropriate manner at all times. Hate speech and defamation of any individual or group will not be tolerated, and will result in a serious diminution of a student’s grade in the class. 


Students are also expected to follow the mandate of the University of Colorado’s Honor Code:  http://www.colorado.edu/policies/acadinteg.html. Cheating in this class will not be tolerated, and will be dealt with in the most serious manner possible under the guidelines of the Honor Council. No study sheets of any kind will be permitted in the classroom during any exam. Failure to comply with this policy will be construed as cheating and violators will be immediately reported. 

Illness Policy:


If you are going to miss an exam due to illness or some other immediate emergency situation, you must call and/or email me no later than FIVE HOURS BEFORE THE EXAM. If you have something important that has been scheduled prior to the start of the semester that interferes with an exam date (such as a religious observance or athletic game), you must notify me prior to the END OF THE SECOND WEEK OF THE SEMESTER. 

Students are responsible for providing official documentation in these situations. Make up exams must be completed within one week of the originally scheduled exam. Failure to follow these procedures will result in an F grade on the exam. 

