Department of Sociology

Internship Requirements

Sociology 4931

Internship Director: Leith Lombas
Office location:
Ketchum 409
Email address:
leith.lombas@colorado.edu
Internship Website:
http://sobek.colorado.edu/SOC/Undergrad/internship.html

Course description:  The sociology internship program is designed to provide advanced junior and senior sociology majors with the opportunity to work hands-on in the community and gain practical knowledge and experience. Throughout the semester, students will actively apply their sociological knowledge to gain a deeper understanding of their internship experiences. Participation in the program requires both on-site and academic work.

Students may take up to six internship credits through the Sociology department. It is generally recommended that students take three credits in one semester. Taking the course for more than three credits requires additional on-site time and additional academic work. If interested, please contact Ms. Hatch for additional information. Please do not try to do an internship if you are already overloaded with school, job or personal commitments.
Course prerequisites:  To do an internship in the sociology department, you must have a junior or senior standing, be a sociology major, and have taken Intro (1001) and one theory course (2001, 3001, or 3011). A minimum cumulative grade point average of a 2.0 is required. A higher grade point average will help your application should the advisor need to make decisions about who to accept in the program due to the limited class size.
Applying to the sociology internship program:  Internship applications can be found at http://sobek.colorado.edu/SOC/Undergrad/internship.html. The number of internship slots available in the department is limited. Ideally, you should have an internship site lined up before you turn in your application. This is not mandatory but it will increase your chances of getting into the program if you have an internship site already secured. Finding a faculty advisor for your internship is no longer required, as it was in previous semesters.    
If you have questions about the program, email Mr. Lombas prior to the application deadline. Students who are interested in doing an internship should complete the internship application and turn it in to the Sociology Department main office by the following dates:




Fall 2010: April 9, 2010




Spring 2011: November 5, 2010

If you have been accepted into the program, the Sociology Internship Program Contract needs to be completed and turned in on the first class meeting date. The contract can be found on the main Internship Program webpage. It is very important that you do not wait until the last minute to secure an internship position. Many organizations require training and/or have competitive application processes. Work on securing your position well before the beginning of the semester.

Internship sites:  Students do internships at a wide variety of community sites. There is a list of possible internships available on the sociology department’s website, http://sobek.colorado.edu/SOC/Undergrad/internshipsite.htm. There is also information about internships available at the CU Career Services website, and at the CU Volunteer Clearinghouse website. You are responsible for contacting the agency and setting up the internship.  
Course requirements:  The College of Arts and Sciences requires students to work a total of 40 hours for each hour of academic credit earned through an internship. In Sociology, the standard internship consists of three academic credits for one semester, which requires a total of approximately 120 hours of work over the course of the semester. These hours will be distributed approximately as follows:  

1. Students are required to complete, at the very least, 95 hours of work at their internship site. This is approximately six and a half hours per week for 15 weeks during a regular semester. 
2. Students are required to attend the regularly scheduled internship class. The class will meet for 75 minutes, once every three weeks. Additionally, students are required to meet with the Internship Director for individual meetings at least two times during the semester (estimated time = 8 and ½ hours). The scheduled meeting times for Fall 2010 will be posted on August 1, 2010.

3. Students are required to do all required internship class assignments (estimated time = 16 and ½ hours).

Course grade:  The standard internship grade will be based on the following items:
1. Successful completion of internship responsibilities


50%



(Based on an assessment by the on-site director)

2. Internship Course Assignments




40%

3. Participation and attendance





10%

(Based on an assessment of the student’s overall participation and attendance in class and in the one-on-one meetings)
