SOCY 1004-100 – DEVIANCE IN US SOCIETY

SUMMER A 2008

MTWRF 11:00a-12:35p – RAMY N1B31
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Instructor: Bryan Snyder, M.A. 



Bryan.Snyder@colorado.edu


Office Hours: T 10:00-11:00; 1:00-2:00


Location: Ketchum 414

Required texts: Adler & Adler. 2009. Constructions of Deviance: Social Power, Context, and Interaction, 6th ed. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing. 

Overview: This class is intended as an introduction to a sociological understanding of deviance, social control, and identity, among other things. Throughout the course of the semester we will explore classical and contemporary theories of deviance, with an eye to how a sociological understanding of deviance is distinct from other explanations of deviance (for example, biological or psychological explanations). The basic premise underlying this course is that there is nothing inherently deviant about the various people and/or behaviors that come to be defined or labeled as deviant. Instead, we will focus on how deviant persons and behaviors are “constructed” as deviant, and will explore how and why some people and things are labeled deviant while others are not.

Course Policies: You are responsible for all lecture notes and handouts presented during scheduled class meetings. If you refer to the “Tentative Schedule” (below) you see that I reserve the right to make slight changes to our class schedule. If I decide to change anything on the schedule during class time, you are responsible for any and all changes announced. Thus, if you miss a class you should contact me to make note of any changes in our schedule. 

Late assignments are generally not accepted, with the exception of unforeseen and emergency circumstances. If you foresee a conflict with any assignments and/or exams you should contact me PRIOR to their scheduled due dates. 

Please be prompt for the beginning of each class period and do not pack up early at its end (for every two times you are late to class I will mark it as one absence). This is discourteous to other students, and failure to comply with either of these requests will be reflected in your participation and attendance grade.

If you require certain accommodations because of a disability, please let me know by the end of the first week so that your learning needs may be appropriately met.  You will need to provide documentation from Disability Services (Willard 322 303-492-8671 www.colorado.edu/sacs/disabilityservices)

We (the instructor and students) are expected to adhere to the behavior standards listed in the Rights and Responsibilities Regarding Standards of Conduct.  The specific policy may be found at www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html
Both students and faculty are expected to abide by the University’s honor code.  The specifics can be found at www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode.  Cheating and plagiarizing will result in a failing grade.  Information on what constitutes these behaviors can be found in the honor code document if you have any questions. 

Sexual harassment is not tolerated.  For more information on maintaining a fair and safe environment and sexual harassment policies and reporting see www.colorado.edu/sexualharassment or call the Office of Sexual harassment at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  

Please keep all returned exams (and other returned work) in the event that you have a grade dispute at the end of the semester.  If your calculation of your grade does not match our records, it is your responsibility to provide proof of graded work.

Attendance: Because this is a five-week class attendance is crucial to your understanding of the material presented throughout its short duration. You are allowed one absence, no questions asked. Any absences beyond that will result in a three-point penalization from your attendance grade.

Participation: In addition to lecture, this class will consists of classroom discussion and small group work. In order to facilitate discussion and small group work it is necessary that you come to class prepared and ready to discuss (and ask questions on) the topics covered in different class meetings. Periodically throughout the semester I will collect group work to help account for your participation grade. 

Grading:

Assignments (100): 
Assignments will be designed to have students apply and synthesize course material in approximately 2-3 pages. Detailed descriptions to be announced. (50 pts each). 

Two Exams (200):

Exams will be a combination of multiple choice, essay and short 


answer. You will need to purchase a blue book for each of the 


two exams. (100pts each).

Attendance/Participation (30): 
You are allowed one absence, no questions asked. After that you will be penalized three points for each absence and/or every two late arrivals.

Student Contact Information:

In the event that you are unable to attend a class during the course of the semester it is solely your responsibility to get class notes and other course related information from your classmates. 

Name:______________________

E-Mail:__________________________

Name:______________________

E-Mail:__________________________ 

Tentative Schedule*: I reserve the right to make minor changes to this schedule.

All readings are to be completed on the day they are listed. 
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TOPIC
:



READINGS:

Week 1

M: Introduction to Deviance

General Intro; Intro to Part 1



T:  Defining Deviance


Ch’s: 1, 3, 4, 5



W: Theories of Deviance

Intro to Part II; Ch’s: 6-8 



R: Theory (cont.)


Ch’s: 9-11



F: Theory (cont.)


Foucault: Repressive Hypothesis*

Week 2
M: Theory (cont.)
 

Foucault: Panopticism*; Shearing and 

Stenning: From the Panopticon to Disney World*

T: Constructing Deviance 

Intro to Part IV; Goode and Ben-Yehuda 








Moral Panics in History*

W: Constr. Dev. (cont.)


Ch’s 15 – 17, Rolling Stone piece




R: Constr. Dev. (cont.)


Ch’s: 18 – 20



F: Constr. Dev. (cont.)


Readings TBA; ASSIGN 1 DUE

Week 3

M: Representing Deviance 

Readings TBA





T: Review for Exam I



W: EXAM I







 



R: Open



F: Deviant Identity


Intro to Part V; Goffman: On Face 








Work*

Week 4

M: Deviant Identity (cont.)

Schmid & Jones: Suspended Identity







(pdf); Ch’s: 23-25 



T: Stigma



Goffman: Stigma*

W: Stigma (cont.)


Ch’s: 29-31



R: Stigma (cont.)


Readings TBA

F:




Readings TBA; ASSIGN 2 DUE

Week 5

M: Corporate Crime & Deviance
Ch: 37; Reiman: A Crime by Any







Other Name (pdf)

T: Corporate Crime (cont.)
Spalek: Regulation, White-Collar Crime*; Shore: Corruption Scandals in America and Europe*





W: Review for Exam 2



R: EXAM 2
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All readings NOT in italics are from Adler & Adler 2009. Readings with an asterisk (*) after them will be provided by me in hardcopy. Italicized readings with no asterisk (*) are available on CULearn in pdf. 

