SYLLLABUS

PSCI 3201: Environmental Public Policy

Fall Semester 2006

Clare Small Arts and Sciences 207

MWF 9:00-9:50 AM

	Prof. Krister Andersson 
	Office: Ketchum 126

	Office Hours: MW 2:00-4:00 PM
	Phone: 303-735-2317

	or by appointment
	Email: krister.andersson@colorado.edu


COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course considers constitutional, political, and geographic factors in development of public policy affecting the use of natural resources and management of the environment; organization, procedures, and programs for use of natural resources; and administration of environmental policies. 

The only formal prerequisite for the course is PSCI 1101. A more important, but informal prerequisite is your willingness to work hard, show up for class, and participate actively in class discussions. 

The course will study a variety of environmental problems and their respective policy responses from an international point of view. We will include discussion of examples from the United States, but we will always try to put these examples into a global perspective because so many of today’s environmental problems cannot be solved effectively by national governments acting unilaterally.  For each environmental problem that we study in the class, we will analyze several central questions, such as: 

· What are the defining characteristics of the particular environmental problem? What does the existing scientific evidence say about the problem and its causes? 

· What options and instruments exist for public policy actors to address the problem? 

· Why are some environmental policies more effective than others? 

In this class, we will study a series of policy responses to specific environmental problems, ranging from climate change to unsustainable fishing practices. Our point of the departure for our inquiries will be the nature of the problems as they relate to natural resources. The reason for this problem-centered approach is that we cannot understand environmental public policies—much less assess their effectiveness—unless we have a thorough understanding of the problem that they seek to address. Hence, a significant proportion of the course will be spent on analyzing the characteristics of specific environmental problems.  One of the primary objectives of the class is to appreciate the potential benefits and costs to society that are associated with attempts to address any environmental problem. 

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADES

The success of this course depends almost entirely on diligent, prior preparation of each and every student. For almost all class sessions, there is at least one required reading assignment. To help you save some money on book purchases, I will post electronic copies of all reading materials on WebCT. 

Your performance in the class will be assessed on the basis of your originality, creativity, presentation, and timeliness associated with four different evaluative components of the course.  The four components are:   

1. Exams. There will be two major exams in this class: (1) A mid-term (Oct 9), and a comprehensive Final Exam (Dec 15). Together, these exams constitute 40 percent of your final grade. 

2. Term paper. The Term Paper will analyze a variety of public policy responses to a particular environmental problem and will explain why some of these responses have been more successful than others. The length of the paper is 4-7 single-spaced pages, and should be emailed to the instructor as an MS Word attachment before 8AM on the corresponding due date. Late submissions will result in a one-grade deduction for the assignment. A first draft of the Term Paper is due on Nov 3 and will count for 10 percent of you final grade in the course. The final draft of the paper is due Dec 1 and is worth 15 percent of your final course grade. 

3. Student presentation. We will divide the class into groups and each group is responsible for a 15 minute oral, in-class presentation using power point presentation or other visual aids. This is worth 15 percent of your final course grade.

4. Participation. Your level of preparedness and engagement in class discussions, attendance, results on unannounced quizzes. These combined count for 20 percent of your final grade.

Hence, your final course grade will be determined in the following way:

	Component 
	Percent

	Final
	25%

	Participation
	20%

	Mid Term
	15%

	Term paper, final 
	15%

	Student Presentations
	15%

	Term paper, 1st draft
	10%

	TOTAL
	100%


Required TEXTBOOK

No textbook required. All texts will be posted on WebCT. 
The posted texts come from a variety of books, articles and news items. There are a few books that I rely on quite heavily. You may want to consider buying these for your private Environmental Policy library. These are:
Diamond, J. (2005). Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed. New York, NY: Viking

Dryzek, J.S.  and Schlosberg, D. (Eds) (2005). Debating the Earth: The Environmental Politics Reader. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. 

Layzer, J. A. (2006). The Environmental Case: Translating Values into Policy. Washington, DC: CQ Press
Ostrom, E. (1990). Governing the Commons: The Evolution of Institutions for Collective Action. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press.

Roberts, P. (2004). The End of Oil: On The Edge of a Perilous New World. New York, NY: Houghton-Mifflin

University Policies

Disability Services. If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to me a letter from Disability Services in a timely manner so that your needs may be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities.  Contact: 303-492-8671, Willard 322, and www.Colorado.EDU/disabilityservices
Academic Integrity. All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy may include: cheating, plagiarism, aid of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening behavior.  All incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council (303-725-2273, honor@colorado.edu). Students who are found to be in violation of the academic integrity policy will be subject to both academic sanctions from the faculty member and non-academic sanctions (including but not limited to university probation, suspension, or expulsion). Other information on the Honor Code can be found at http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/
Discrimination and Sexual Harassment. The University of Colorado at Boulder policy on Discrimination and Harassment (http://www.colorado.edu/policies/discrimination.html, the University of Colorado policy on Sexual Harassment and the University of Colorado policy on Amorous Relationships applies to all students, staff and faculty.  Any student, staff or faculty member who believes s/he has been the subject of discrimination or harassment based upon race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status should contact the Office of Discrimination and Harassment (ODH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  Information about the ODH and the campus resources available to assist individuals regarding discrimination or harassment can be obtained at http://www.colorado.edu/odh
Religious Obligations. Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to reasonably and fairly deal with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance.  In this class, you will need to give a minimum of a one-week advance notice to the professor if you foresee any such time conflicts with class-related activities. See full details at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html
Civility. Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning environment. Students who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Faculty have the professional responsibility to treat all students with understanding, dignity and respect, to guide classroom discussion and to set reasonable limits on the manner in which they and their students express opinions.  Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with differences of race, culture, religion, politics, sexual orientation, gender variance, and nationalities.  Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student's legal name. I will gladly honor your request to address you by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so that I may make appropriate changes to my records.  See http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html
COURSE OUTLINE (Evolving)

Week 1: What is the problem?

M: 
Intro to class, Syllabus, Assignments, Grades 

W: 
Film: Strange Days on Planet Earth, episode II.
F:  
Discussion of readings and film.

Readings

Diamond, 2004, Prologue

World Resources Institute, 2005, ch 1

The Brundtland Commission, 1989, ch 1

Week 2: Development and/or Conservation? 

M: 
Labor Day

W: 
Discussion of Readings

F:  
Student Presentations: Is the conservation movement exaggerating our environmental problems?
Readings

Lomborg, 2005

Brown, 2005

Tomkins, 2006

Week 3: What is really the problem? 

M:
Common Pool Resource, game part 1

W:
Common Pool Resources, game part 2

F:
Common Pool Resources, game part 3

Week 4: Can the Commons be Governed? How?

M: 
Game results presented, discussion of readings
W: 
Mickey Glantz NCAR Guest Lecture 

F:  
Esther Mwangi, Kenya (IFPRI) Guest Lecture
Readings

Hardin, 1968

Ostrom, 1990

Week 5: The Commons in the West: Forest and water issues
M:
Lecture on forestry issues 
W: 
Discussion of Readings 
F: 
Student Presentations
Readings

US Forest policy 1897 (science magazine article, 1897)
US Forest Policy 1997 (US Forest Service)

State of the World’s Forests 2003, part 1 and 2 (UN report)

Week 6: The Commons in the West

M: 
Brad Udall, Western Water Assessment, CIRES-CU 
W: 
Discussion of Readings

F: 
Student Presentations: Is the American West on the Verge of Collapse?

Readings: 

Diamond, Ch 2

Okonski, 2005

Week 7: Midterm-week
M:
Midterm (Oct 9)
W:
In-class review of Midterm  
F:
Shannon Port
Readings

Schlager, 2002

Acheson, 1998

Week 8: New Policy Approaches to “Commons” Governance
M: 
New policy initiatives: tradable permits, decentralization, and parks.

W:
New market initiatives: Green Markets, Environmental services, Certification
F:
Student presentations: What is the role of government(s) and markets in governing the environment? 

Readings

FAO, 2005

Ribot, 2002

Andersson & Gibson 2006

Week 9: What Causes Global Warming

M:  
An Inconvenient Truth  

W: 
Discussion of readings 

F: 
Student Presentations: Is Al Gore Right?
Readings

TBA

Week 10: Private and Public Initiatives to Energy Problems
M:
Guest Lecture on renewable energy: Tony Schaffhauser 

W:
Mickey Glantz II
F:
Student presentations: Is switching to renewable energy a viable option today? 

Readings
TBA

Week 11: New public policy approaches to climate change
M:
Lecture: International, national and US regional programs, Private initiatives (BP, CINERGY, Chicago Climate Exchange)

W:
Discussion of readings

F:
Student presentations: Is the Kyoto Protocol Necessary?

Term paper 1st draft due at 8AM (Nov 10).

Readings 

TBA

Week 12: Air Pollution
M:
Causes of air pollution in US, Europe, China, Externalities of industrialization

W:
Consequences of air pollution

F:
Student presentations: Topic TBA 

Readings

Callan and Thomas, 1997

Week 13: Fall Break

Week 14: New approaches to air pollution mitigation

M:
SO2 allowance trading program in the US

W:
Student presentations: It worked for SO2 –why not for CO2?

F:
Policy Instrument Choice: An analytical framework 

Term paper due at 8 AM (Dec 1)
Readings

Callan and Thomas, 1997

Week 15: Pulling it all together

M:
Groups convene to synthesize all papers by topic

W: 
Presentation of papers group 1, 2, and 3

F:
Presentation of papers in group 4, 5, and 6

Week 16: Review

M:
Course evaluations 

W:
Review for Final Exam  

F:
Final Exam (Dec 15)

