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Civil war and state failure, political economy of weak states, foreign 

aid and conflict intervention, African security and development, 

environmental and food security, post-conflict development 

 

Lecturer, Department of Political Science  

University of Colorado at Boulder (July 2011-Present) 

 

Graduate Instructor, Department of Political Science  

University of Colorado at Boulder (May 2009-May 2011) 

 

University of Colorado        Boulder, Colorado 

Ph.D., Political Science, 2011 

Fields: International Relations and Comparative Politics 

Minor: Political Methodology 

M.A., Political Science, 2008 

 

Willamette University             Salem, Oregon 

B.A. (with Honors), Politics, 2005 

  

Spending on Stability: Public Goods Provision and Regime Survival 
Defended March 2011 
 

The leaders of weak states must decide how to allocate scarce 

government resources to best stabilize their regimes. I examine this 

decision by considering how viable threats of coup and civil war might 

cause leaders to shift spending on public goods (health, education) and 

private goods (elite rents, graft) in attempts to placate potential 

challengers. I find viable threats to regimes often result in the 

reallocation of resources, and under many conditions these shifts in 

spending can greatly reduce the risk of coup and civil war initiation. 
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Bell, Curtis. 2011. “Buying Support and Buying Time: The Effect of 

Regime Consolidation on Public Goods Provision.” 

International Studies Quarterly, 55(3): 625-646. 

 

Bell, Curtis and Scott Wolford. “Resource Discovery, Commitment 

Problems, and Civil Conflict.”  

 Revise and Resubmit at Journal of Politics 
Bell, Curtis and Patrick Keys. “Drought-Driven Conflict: Climate 

Change, Civil War, and Effective Adaptive Policy in Sub-

Saharan Africa.” 

Liu, Amy, Curtis Bell, and Jennifer Gandhi. “Minority Language 

Recognition under Dictatorship.”  

 

Bell, Curtis. “Benevolence Pays: Public Goods Provision and Regime 

Survival in Non-Democracies.” 

Bell, Curtis. “Repression or Appeasement? Predicting Responses to 

Domestic Crises.” 

Bell, Curtis. “Opportunity Costs, Diversity, and the Incidence of 

Violent Civil Conflict.” 

Bell, Curtis and Michael Burch. “Acute Natural Disasters and Civil 

War Outcome: A Geospatial Analysis.” 

 

“Drought-Driven Conflict: Climate Change, Political Unrest, and 

Effective Adaptive Policy in Sub-Saharan Africa.” With Patrick 

Keys. The African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of 
Disputes (ACCORD), Durban, South Africa, September 2011. 

“Minority Language Rights under Dictatorship.” With Amy Liu and 

Jennifer Gandhi. Midwest Political Science Association, 

Chicago, April 2011. 

 “Repression or Appeasement? Predicting Responses to Domestic 

Crises.” American Political Science Association, Washington, 

DC, September 2010. 

“Buying Support and Buying Time: The Effect of Regime 

Consolidation on Public Goods Provision.” International 
Studies Association, New Orleans, February 2010. 

“Public Goods Provision and the Occurrence and Reoccurrence of 

Civil Conflict.” With Rand Blimes. Peace Science Society 
International. Claremont, CA, October 2008.  

“Toward a Multidimensional Measure of Regime Similarity.” Society 
for Political Methodology. Ann Arbor, MI, July 2008. 
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2010 Univ. of Colorado Graduate Student Teaching Excellence Award 

The committee considered original syllabi, unannounced 
observations from non-department faculty, and evaluations. 

2010  Political Science Graduate Student Teaching Excellence Award 

The committee considered three faculty observations, student 
evaluations, and creative course design. 

 

All Courses Taught at the University of Colorado 

Instructor of Record: 
 Problems in International Relations: Summer 2011 

 Civil War: Fall 2011, Fall 2010, Spring 2010, Fall 2009 

 Introduction to International Relations: Summer 2010 

 International Organization: Fall 2011, Summer 2009 

 African Politics: Fall 2011, Spring 2011 

 

Teaching Assistant:  

International Organization, Introduction to International 

Relations, Introduction to International Affairs, American 

Foreign Policy  

 

Committee Member, University of Colorado IR Faculty Search, 2010 

President, CU Graduate Students in Political Science, 2008-2009 

Representative, Undergraduate Education Committee, 2009-2010 

Graduate Student Mentor, 2007-2011 

 

Willamette University Senior Certificate, 2005 

Awarded to the ten graduating seniors who most enriched 
Willamette University and the surrounding community 

 

African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of Disputes [ACCORD] 

2011: $5,500 

University of Colorado Teaching Excellence Award  

2010: $500 

Phi Delta Theta Graduate Fellowship  

2006: $3,000 

Smith Presidential Scholar Award  

2001-2005: $120,000 

University of Colorado Research Grants:  

2011: $1,800 declined, 2010: $500, 2008: $750 
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Dr. Steve Chan (Advisor) 

Professor of Political Science, University of Colorado 

 UCB 333, Boulder, CO 80309-0333 

 steve.chan@colorado.edu | (303) 492-7904 

 

Dr. David Bearce  

Associate Professor of Political Science, University of Colorado 

UCB 333, Boulder, CO 80309-0333 

david.bearce@colorado.edu | (303) 492-5610 

 

Dr. Kristian Skrede Gleditsch 

 Professor of Government, University of Essex 

 Wivenhoe Park, Colchester, CO4 3SQ, United Kingdom  

 ksg@essex.ac.uk | +44 (0) 1206 87 25 17 

 

Dr. Scott Wolford 

 Assistant Professor of Government, University of Texas 

 1 University Station A1800, Austin, TX 78712 

 swolford@austin.utexas.edu | (404) 840-6718 

 

Dr. Amy Liu 

 Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of Colorado 

 UCB 333, Boulder, CO 80309-0333 

 amy.liu@colorado.edu | (303) 492-0797 

 

Dr. David S. Brown 

 Associate Professor of Political Science, University of Colorado 

 UCB 333, Boulder, CO 80309-0333 

 david.s.brown@colorado.edu | (303) 492-4783 
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