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Gender ?

“Discussions within public, policy and academic 
realms regarding climate change and migration 
are often gender neutral (WEDO 2008).”

“Yet, gender‐influenced cultural expectations, 
policies, and institutions intersect to shape 
migration’s causes and consequences.”

“Climate change will, therefore, yield different 
migratory experiences and impacts for the 
world’s women and men.  This chapter explores 
these potential gender dimensions.”
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Shocks 

 Mortality 
 Retrenchment 
 Drought 

 
Stresses 

 Chronic illness 
 Poverty 
 Resource shortages 

Capital Assets 

 Human 

Livelihood Goals 

 Food security 

Livelihood Strategies 

 Income sources: 
o Migrant labour 
o Local labour 
o Informal trade 

Livelihood Outcomes

 Level of food security 
 Financial 
 Physical 
 Social 
 Natural 

 Health 
 Wealth 
 Wellbeing 

Livelihood Resilience 

Ability to maintain or 
recover livelihood outcomes 

after shocks and during 
stresses. 

Resilience/vulnerability 
continuum. 

o Social grants 
 Livestock & cropping 
 Use of natural resources 
 Allocation of time & other 

resources 
 Liquidation of assets 

 Health status
 Wealth status 
 Level of wellbeing 
 Sustainability 

Conceptual model of rural livelihoods
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Rural Nepal
Female short‐distance migration 
(Bon‐Mishra and Massey 2010)

Mexican northwest
Coastal Western Africa
Young male migration in 

dangerous waters
(Terry 2009)

Mexican northwest:
Male migration shapes 
women’s livelihoods
(Buechler 2009)

The feminization of global migration 

• Women approximately ½ of 
global migrants;

N d i i l– Not dramatic proportional 
change

• Difference is type of moves

– Solo, labor

– Philippines prime example: 
female labor migration as 
livelihood diversification

“Any dramatic and unplanned change 
to the environment 
will present practical challenges to 
how people make their livelihoods, 
and this in turn will challenge or reaffirm 

’  d ’  l  d  women’s and men’s roles, and power, 
in their families, communities, and wider society.”

Sweetman, 2009
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Gender role impacts

Reaffirm Challenge

Also female Vietnamese migrants in 
Bangkok, reproduction of patriarchal 
norms (Yen et al. 2008)
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• Shifts in natural capital shape migration
• Migration shaped by culturally‐specific gender roles
• Differential cause/consequence for men/women
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Climate Change and Natural Disasters

• Increased occurrence and severity of extreme 
weather events, sudden onset disasters as well as 
chronic disasters including drought and recurrent 
flooding (IPCC 2007)flooding (IPCC 2007).

• A 2009 Oxfam report forecasts a 54% increase in the 
number of people affected by climate‐related 
disasters such as floods and droughts. 
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McLeman and Hunter, 
forthcoming 2010

Gender & Disasters

• Overviews:

– Fothergill 1996; Enarson, Fothergill & Peek 2006

• Focus on social vulnerabilities as they shape exposure;

– Blaikie et al. 1994; Cutter 1996, forthcoming  

• Social vulnerabilities reflect the “global distribution of 
power and human uses of our natural and built 
environment” (Enarson, Fothergill, and Peek 2006:130) and 
are responsible for gendered nature of disaster impacts.   

Gendered Vulnerability Broadly Captured 
Through Lens of Poverty

• Global femininization of poverty: 
women and girls comprise ~ 3/5 of 
world’s one billion poorest people 
( )(UNFPA 2008). 

• Disasters disproportionately affect 
impoverished (Fothergill and Peek 
2004), therefore disproportionate 
effects on women

• At all phases of a disaster ‐‐‐ before, during and 
after ‐‐‐ women and men respond to risk 
differently, not because of biological sex 
differences, but because of location in social 
structures (Fothergill 2004).
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Risk Perception & Evacuation Pattern

• Red River Flood: Women perceived 
disaster and disaster threats as more 
serious than men because of social 
location: “women have less control 
over their lives, have less power in 
the world, and therefore must take 
risks more seriously than men do” 
(Fothergill 2004:43)

• Katrina: gendered access to 
automobiles impacted evacuation 
and ability to find work afterward 
(Laska  et al. 2008)

Gender & Immobility

• Exposure to warnings

– Warning signal did not reach in Bangladesh 
cyclone (Ikeda 1995) 

• 2004 Indonesian tsunami women 3 times• 2004 Indonesian tsunami, women 3 times 
more likely to die (Hyndman 2008)
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• Gendered social location 
h l bilit d bilit
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shapes vulnerability and ability 
to evacuate/migrate, and 
ultimately recover
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Gender blind theory and data
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