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Housekeeping

 FINAL: Monday, May 2nd, 1:30-3:30
 No rescheduling at this point.g p

 Some TRUE/FALSE in 
Comprehensive section (instead 
of some matching)

n School supply drive for Haiti 
after final on Monday – bring 
stuff for box outside!

Today

 Global Inequality: MNCs
 Social Change

– TheoryTheory
– Students & Sociology at work

█ MNCs: commercial organizations 
headquartered in one country, business 
done globally

– Not new, but form & scale have changed.

– Production & services moving “offshore”

– Total revenue of MNCs on par w/ total value ofTotal revenue of MNCs on par w/ total value of 
goods and services exchanged in entire nations

Differing perspectives on MNCs ….

█ Modernization: relationship 
between MNCs and LDCs 
can be beneficial

– Bring industries and jobs

P t id– Promote rapid 
development

– Facilitate exchange of 
ideas and technology
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█ Dependency: MNCs exploit local workers to 
maximize profits

– Cheap foreign labor bad for MDCs labor (lose jobs) and 
LDCs labor (“climate of investment” may include 
repressive antilabor laws)

– MNC investment initially contributes to host nation’s 
wealth but eventually increases economic inequalitywealth, but eventually increases economic inequality 
within developing nations

Ch 11: Global Inequality 
•The Global Divide
•Perspectives on Global 
Stratification

•Modernization, dependency, 
colonialism, neocolonialism, MNCs

 Social change: sig alteration over time in 
behavior patterns and culture, including 
norms and values.

Let’s now consider:

 There are individual efforts & then 
there are ….

 Social movements: a substantial number of 
people organize to make a change, resist a 
change, or undo a change in some area of 
society.y
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 We’ve seen one great example this 
semester as related to …. ?

 There are individual efforts & then 
there are ….

 Social movements: a substantial number of 
people organize to make a change, resist a 
change, or undo a change in some area of 
society.y

 Just as in other social processes ….

 There are patterns that suggest theory.

 Resource mobilization theory: core group 
of strategists work to harness group’s 
energies, attract money and supporters, 
capture news media attention, forge 
alliances with those in power, and develop 
org structure

 Resource mobilization theory: core group 
of strategists work to harness group’s 
energies, attract money and supporters, 
capture news media attention, forge 
alliances with those in power, and develop 
org structure



4

Americans with Disabilities 
Act (1990)

 Resource mobilization theory: core group 
of strategists work to harness group’s 
energies, attract money and supporters, 
capture news media attention, forge
alliances with those in power, and develop
org structure
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 Harness group’s energy 

 Harness group’s energy 
 Attract money and supporters

n Harness group’s energy 
n Attract money and supporters

Capture news media attentionn Capture news media attention

 Harness group’s energy 
 Attract money and supporters

Capture news media attention Capture news media attention
 Forge alliances with people in 

power

 Harness group’s energy 
 Attract money and supporters

Capture news media attention Capture news media attention
 Forge alliances with people in 

power
 Develop org structure
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 Individual concern 
 Resource mobilization 

 Social movement 
 Social change

Tipping point: situations in which a 
previous rare event, response, or 

opinion becomes dramatically more 
common.

 Tipping points can relate to non‐
material OR material culture 
(although often related)

 Presence of structural arrangements to 
provide access for those with 
disabilities

 Values and norms as related to 
morality of wearing fur

 … what’s next?

A Sociologically‐informed example 
working toward social change

Changing Girls’ Lives: 
Investing in Intervention

Ishraq Impact Assessment
Barbara Ibrahim, PhD
Population Council, Egypt

Social norms for rural adolescent girls 

Public places such as 
youth centers  off‐limits

Topics such as FGC, 
early marriage, and 
gender relations too 
sensitive for discussion

 No sports
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Hypothesis: Change is a product of creating safe 

spaces, engaging girls socially, and modifying 
community gender norms

Hypothesis: Change is a product of creating safe 

spaces, engaging girls socially, and modifying 
community gender norms

Gatekeepers with influence 
over girls’ lives and futures

 Mothers and Fathers 

 Adolescent Boys

 Community leaders

Intervention Strategy: Expand 
horizons through learning, sports, 
and community engagement.

 Program Content:

– Literacy

– Knowledge

– Life skills

– Games and Sports

Measuring the Impact of Ishraq
 Program Goal: 

increase life chances 
 Assessment Tools:

 Pre/post-test survey
 Focus groupsg p
 Case studies
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When to Marry: Can girls choose?
Do you have any influence over when you will marry?
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Who to Marry: Can girls choose?
Do you have any influence over who you will marry?
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Ishraq girls 
receive their health certificates

Sociological Imagination
Theoretical perspectives

Culture
Socialization

Social Interaction
Deviance/conformity
Social stratification

G dGender

 Individual concern 
 Agency 

 (p7 the freedom indiv have to choose & act)

 Resource mobilization 
(harness, attract, forge …)

 Social movement 
 Social changeg

Be critical of, 
and a contributor to, 
the social world 
that surrounds you!

Good luck with your studies.y


