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Housekeeping

• Lecture notes sometimes 
late, sorry.

• Exam in this room, 
11 00 11 50  T d– 11:00-11:50, Tuesday.

• Culture
• Material/non-Material

– Intertwined
• Gene/environment

Chapter 3: Culture

• Gene/environment
• Subcultures
• Geography/history shape culture
• Culture shock
• Universals
• Ethnocentrism/relativism

 “For most of us, the yoke of 
society seems easy to bear … y y
because most of the time we 
ourselves desire just that which 
society expects of us.  We want 
to obey the rules.  We want the 
parts that society has assigned 
to us.”
– (Berger, 1963)

“seems easy to bear ..” 

“..but not set in 
stone, we face a 
choice” p47
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Free hugs illustrates:

1) culture (“norms”) are variable and 
can change

2) we are not cultural replicas2) we are not cultural replicas

The cultural “yoke” varies & changes …

• Innovations (p51): introducing new idea or 
object to a culture
– Discovery (p52): making known or sharing an 
existence of an aspect of reality p y

– Invention (p52): existing cultural items are 
combined into a form that did not exist before

?

• Cultures borrow ideas, 
materials, products, and 
other inventions from 
others.

• Term?
• Diffusion (p52) 
• Non‐material as well?

Although we are all are the products of 
culture, we also remain unique.

• Nature vs. nuture “debate”

• Sociobiology: how biology affects human 
social behavior (p50)

Although we are all are the products of 
culture, we also remain unique.

• Nature vs. nuture “debate”

• Sociobiology: how biology affects human 
social behavior (p50)

• Gene/environment research
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Adding to uniqueness 
within broader culture ….

• Subcultures (p63):

– Culture within larger, dominant culture

– Distinctive normative patternsp

– Consider yours?

Airdog?
Betty?

Botwoker?

Create sense of 
community; attract 
workers

Job closely intertwined 
with identity, friend 
groups based on work.

Distance from home 
culture; exploitation?

• Geographic and historical forces 
shape broader cultural character, 
create subcultures as well.

“Manifest Destiny” 
& territorial expansion

Subcultures vs. Countercultures

• Countercultures: 
subculture that 
conspicuously and 
deliberately opposes 
aspects of a larger culture p g
(p64)

• Dominant ideology: set of 
cultural beliefs and 
practices that legitimate 
powerful interests (p62).

• Culture is the tool that 
enables the individual to 
adjust to the problems of 
living

– How to belong

Protect from extreme– Protect from extreme 
environments
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• Culture is the tool that 
enables the individual to 
adjust to the problems of 
living

– How to belong

Protect from extreme– Protect from extreme 
environments

– Hunger

Culture shock

• Disorientation when encountering unfamiliar 
cultural practices (p65)

Culture shock
• Disorientation when encountering unfamiliar 
cultural practices (p65)

• Ethnocentrism: The home culture is usually 
the standard that people use to make 
judgments about the material and 
nonmaterial cultures of another society
– Is ours “normal,” theirs “promiscuous” or “gross”?

• So if culture shock is disorientation when 
encountering another culture, what is 

“reverse culture shock” (p65)?
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Reverse culture shock

cannot get back into old routines …

• Culture
• Material/non-Material

– Intertwined
• Gene/environment

Chapter 3: Culture

• Gene/environment
• Subcultures
• Geography/history shape culture
• Culture shock
• Universals
• Ethnocentrism/relativism

Culturally-defined, 
socially constructed “food”
is a Cultural Universal

 General practices found in every 
culture (p50)
– Food, sports, marriage, funerals

• Language:

– System of shared symbols (includes nonverbal 
gestures and expressions – facilitates day to 
day exchange, p54)

vs. Esperanto

Sapir‐Whorf Hypothesis

• Language shapes perception of reality, 
thoughts, actions (p55)

• Hanuno (Philippines)
– four basic color terms: black, white, red and green. 

• Literary Welsh divides green‐brown into several:
– Gwyrdd is green. 
– Glas is greeny‐bluey‐grey. 
– Llwyd is grey‐brown. 

• Language precede thought?
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• Culture
• Material/non-Material

– Intertwined
G /

Chapter 3: Culture

• Gene/environment
• Subcultures
• Geography/history shape culture
• Universals
• Ethnocentrism/relativism

• Ethnocentrism (p66): The home culture is usually 
the standard that people use to make judgments 
about the material and nonmaterial cultures of 
another society.
– Own group as center of defining point of cultures, others 
are deviations.

• Ethnocentrism: assume one’s 
culture is “norm” or is superior;

– Cultural genocide
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Reverse Ethnocentrism?
Cultural Relativism

• Viewing people’s behavior from perspective of 
their culture (p66)

– “serious and unbiased effort to evaluate norms, 
values and customs in light of their distinctivevalues, and customs in light of their distinctive 
culture.” (p66)

– not “anything goes”, not same as moral relativism

• Examples: NA Boarding schools, Terrorism, 
Female genital cutting

• Culture
• Material/non-Material

– Intertwined
G /

Chapter 3: Culture

• Gene/environment
• Subcultures
• Geography/history shape culture
• Universals
• Ethnocentrism/relativism


