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The medina (city) dominates Arab society.  In fact, the Middle East possesses many of the world’s most enduring historical cities and has also gone through the most rapid regional urbanization of the last century.
 In 1994 roughly two thirds of Arab countries had more than 50 percent of their population concentrated in urban areas, with the percentage reaching upwards of 80 and 90 percent in the Gulf States.
 The transition from agriculture to industry certainly fostered this trend, but other factors were instrumental in the historical rural-urban migration. Orientalist scholars believe the Islamic religion itself endorses urban living. Bernard Lewis ventures, “The Sharia, the Holy Law, is primarily concerned with the lives and problems of city-dwellers, which it examines and discusses and regulates in minute detail.”
 Furthermore, other Islamic scholars maintain the city represents a place where Muslims could fulfill all the formal requirements of their faith considering its ubiquitous mosques, hamams (bathing houses for ritual cleansing), and charitable organizations—facilities largely absent from impoverished rural areas (Amirahmadi and El-Shakhs 1993). Finally, the Middle Eastern economy has traditionally centered on trade with cities housing the requisite bazaars and suqs (Bonine 1997).

The region’s unique urban geography and the urbanization process necessarily play a role in structuring local economics, politics, and culture. One of the most prominent features of Arab cities is the segregation between genders. Arab cities exert a powerful impact on female inhabitants via their power to physically and socially structure urban gender relations through manipulation of space. Consequently, this manuscript examines the gendered urban geography of the medina and its effect on the physical, economic, and political place of women within urban society. The Middle East has largely been ignored in the urban studies literature. Considering gender has only recently become a fixture of American urban scholarship, it is unsurprising that similar research in the context of the Middle East is scarce. I hope to shed light on the potential of this topic as a research agenda, as well as introduce future avenues for exploration. 

The organization of this paper is as follows. I will initially consider the importance of a gendered approach to urban political economy citing the Arab context as an example for the inadequacies of conventional analysis for substantive examination of non-Western cities. Subsequently, I discuss the physical impact of the Arab city’s architecture on gender, elaborating on its creation of explicitly gendered private and public spaces. I explore the effects of rural-urban migration, suburbanization, and the exigencies of urban living on the changing notions of gendered space focusing on the Egyptian case. Finally, I recap with an analysis of the implication of women in the public realm and the necessity for expanded municipal security provision. I conclude that improving local security would allow women a seamless integration into urban public life, as well as curb their incentive to rely on Islamist groups for protection. This would be a way to undermine Islamist support in urban areas and is certainly in the interest of most secular Arab states.

Gender in Urban Research


Garber and Turner’s 1995 volume on gender in urban research illuminated the problems of examining urban dynamics in the American context without considering gender relations. A focus on class relations and elite agency has dominated relevant literature and has only recently embraced race and gender significant explanatory variables. The actions of elite agents and their ability to rally political and economic resources to achieve their interests are central to urban theories of city coalition building and governance (see Stone 1989, 2007). Staeheli and Clarke (1994) note this focus is problematic since it does not recognize how gender and race relations help structure class relations. Current approaches are even more inadequate for urban analysis in the developing world since many salient actors lack a monopoly on or even access to resources, yet still manage to play an active role in local politics. Staeheli and Clarke advocate incorporating particular circumstances into gender-based urban analysis, specifically considering how “new decision spaces” arise from tension within existing formal and informal political institutions. More importantly, they and others (Costain 1992) suggest these windows of opportunity may be more salient for women’s mobilization than access to resources or innate leadership ability.
 

Municipal governments are hard-pressed to exert physical control over their jurisdictions in developing countries. This is especially the case in overpopulated Arabic metropolises. Thus, the cohesive governance structure implied within popular regime theory may be difficult to reconcile with a very fractionalized urban reality. In the Middle East a variety of networks mediate the relationship between the central government and local groups with no one entity maintaining complete control.  Many groups rely on public reputation and the distant threat of instability to maneuver politically. Guilain Denoeux (1993) introduces four types of networks active in the proverbial Arab city: patron-client, occupational, religious, and residential—showcasing a multiplicity of cleavages, as well as the existence of fluid and oftentimes multiple municipal coalitions. Denoeux claims informal religious networks have become dominant in an era of failing government service provision, an observation that has significant implications for women. 


The question of gender adds nuance to urban analysis in the Middle Eastern context and is especially relevant for theories considering notions of private vs. public space and formal vs. informal labor activity. The private public dichotomy sees men dominating the formal public realm through their role in the workforce and government, with women relegated to the private sphere or hearth (Jaggar 1983). A fixture of early democracies, this dualism is especially prevalent in the Islamic world. However, notions of private vs. public are surprisingly fluid in the region, with men and women engaging in symbolic interactions to breach or widen public and private space. Furthermore, Western assumptions of gender segregation as an unqualified negative may ring hollow when confronted with the problem of female security. A gendered approach to urban political economy necessarily appeals to a normative frame—one hoping to create inclusionary, pluralist cities. However, a deeper analysis of the medina reveals why segregation persists and is oftentimes legitimately endorsed by women from a range of educational and ideological backgrounds. 

The following section explores the creation of gendered space in the Arab city and tracks its expansion from the urban core to the suburbs. In many ways, women’s status has been closely aligned with the evolutionary trajectory of the city, experiencing ebbs and flows throughout the 20th century. Modernization enfranchised a portion of women economically and formally enfranchised all of them politically. Yet, this paper argues their role in the urban context has been circumscribed by the lacking provision of public security. This created incentives for women to support the re-establishment of gender segregation in many Arab cities, as well as endorse the Islamist networks that actively promote and institutionalize it.

The Gendered Old City 

In any analysis of the urban geography of the typical Arabo-Islamic city, scholars contend with the differing impact of “old” versus “new” subunits of the city. This is especially important in the context of gender relations where the “age” of the urban subunit has a concerted effect on women’s security and mobility.

 The architecture of the Arab medina (old city) elicits a powerful effect on gender relations in that it both physically and visually creates and separates male from female turf in the interest of preventing physical contact and insuring visual privacy (Lughod 1993). Islamic law went so far as to regulate the placement and design of windows (mashirbiyya),
 the angles of hallways and stairwells (bent entrances creating visual blind-spots), adjacent building height, as well as the positioning of doorways.
 All of this was in the interest of allowing women to see men so as to more effectively avoid them, thereby preventing men from interacting with women. This essentially turned urban dwellings into the private refuge of women, while affording the public realm to men. The indoor space of the urban dwelling mimicked similar spatial divisions, allowing the parallel functioning of the female and male household with passageways and atriums created specifically for women to traverse and congregate in within the household.  Hallways and larger guestrooms were considered the public meeting places of men. 

The poor oftentimes could not afford such strict segregation since it entailed duplicating space, and consequently relied on an informal network of signs and codes to prevent male and female interaction. Impoverished sections of the medina were characterized by dead-end-alleyways (haras), which blocked off access of a given neighborhood to unknown individuals. Essentially, the haras represent a compromise by artificially extending the notion of family to the larger neighborhood inhabiting the alleyway. Such an arrangement committed women to artificial sibling relations with men inhabiting a particular urban space and allowed them increased mobility since this artificial siblinghood was deemed appropriate and protective of women’s honor. The dead-end effectively kept “strangers” out. According to Lughod, “the family is simply written larger when it is impossible to achieve the physical and visual separation required between strangers of opposing gender.”
 Interestingly, this adaptation has also allowed for a freedom in dress with women abandoning the veil when moving from dwelling to dwelling. These measures for insuring visual privacy are still dominant in contemporary Arab architecture and are a focal point of urban planning.

Lughod cites Oscar Newman’s description of defensible space as a counterpart to the semiprivate Arab quarter:

“Architectural design can make evident by the physical layout that an area is the shared extension of the private realms of a group of individuals. For one group to be able to set norms of behavior and the nature of activity possible within a particular space, it is necessary that it have a clear, unquestionable control over what can occur there. Design can make it possible for both inhabitants and stranger to perceive an area under the undisputed influence of a particular group, that they dictate the activity taking place within it, and who its users are to be.”

One perceives such enclaves as impenetrable to strangers, the stranger oftentimes representing the government in its unsuccessful attempts at centralizing authority within the medina. Such exclusionary patterns of living mimic the tribal organization of rural areas, importing and consolidating rural behavior in the urban setting. V.F. Costello’s 1979 study of Middle Eastern cities somewhat confirms this contention through an analysis of fertility rates across urban and rural domains. He finds multiple countries exhibited similar rates of fertility in both rural and urban areas, countering conventional notions associating urbanization with lower fertility. This possibly hints at an ideological uniformity across the rural-urban divide or points to the penetration of rural conservative values in the urban medina. Furthermore, it implies urbanization may not necessarily lead to effective modernization. Unfortunately, there is no current data published disaggregating rural and urban fertility rates. However, this is certainly a research agenda worth exploring in more detail.

“The natural increase [of fertility in the city] cause mainly by declining mortality is of greater significance [in the Middle East] than in tropical Africa, the sex-ratio imbalance is less blatant and the urban population much less transient. Most cities are old rather than new creations and they have a local core of indigenous inhabitants. These people have some of the same values as migrants, in particular the importance of family ties, and for the most part they have the same religion, Islam.”

Ultimately, the Arab city is characterized by three social cleavages that impose themselves physically on the geography of the city: the distinction between Muslim and Non-Muslim leading to segregated European, African, Jewish quarters; segregation by gender and division of labor according to it; and fully decentralized governmental regulation of space.
 Costello ventures the cities that lack traditional Islamic cores such as Amman (completely rebuilt in the 20th century) mitigate this segregationist dynamic and allow for the intersection of private and public space across race, gender, and religion. Considering historical precedent, it is questionable whether existing Arab cities with segregated cores are even capable of re-inventing public vs. private gendered spaces for a modern generation, especially with the recent trend of women themselves reinforcing physical separation. 

The New City and Gender Reforms

Today’s urban metropolises are largely the byproduct of labor–related immigration and heavy rural to urban migration. The unplanned shantytowns and suburbs of 20th century urban development did not afford women the privacy of the alleyways and architecture of the old medina and forced public interaction between genders. The nationalist, secular movements of the 1950s in North Africa claimed the task of “liberating” women, granting them the right to politically and economically participate in their societies, though somewhat lagging in amending their legal status in the instance of inheritance, possession of property, and divorce. Thus, women’s entrance into the public sphere was largely managed from the top-down, and was aligned with the rapid secularization of formerly Islamic states in the wake of decolonization. 

The question of private and public space became increasingly salient with newly secular regimes directly promoting the education of women as a point of national pride. This effectively became women’s first foray into public or traditionally male space. Specifically in Egypt, Nasser guaranteed lucrative clerical jobs to all graduates of university, thus encouraging families to focus on the education of all family members regardless of gender. While this policy was revoked during the Sadat and Mubarak regimes, the trend of women participating in the workforce and education did not abate. In fact, from 1960 until 1990, the Middle Eastern nations generally invested the highest percentage of GDP in education across genders—roughly 5 percent, increasing the years of schooling most women were exposed to from 0.5 in the 1950s to 4.5 by the early 1990s (Handoussa 2005). Arab countries made significant progress in expanding education and literacy overall, though there are still significant gender gaps.
 At the tertiary level, Arab countries outperformed all developing regions except for Latin America and the Caribbean in terms of enrollment for both genders (Arab Human Development Report 2002). 
An abundance of evidence demonstrates women’s high levels of educational attainment within the region (Handoussa, 2005, Khoury and Moghadam, 1995). However, their persistent absence from the labor force and political life shows these skills are still under-utilized (ESCWA 2004). In Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman, and Jordan female enrollment exceeds male enrollment at the tertiary level of education. The numbers are even more striking across all Gulf States if enrollment is gauged according to specialization. As early as 1975 female university enrollment rates topped 50 percent for the liberal arts, humanities, social sciences and law in Saudi Arabia, the Sudan, Kuwait, and Tunisia. In 2000, around 17.8 percent of women and 21.6 percent of men were enrolled in institutions of higher education across the region in 2000 (ESCWA 2004).

Comprising a relatively small portion of society, individuals with university educations should be employable, especially with many a country embracing modernity and the requisite demand for higher-level skills. Globalization and the standardization of professionalism require familiarity with English and basic computer training—training often only available at the university level. Most Arab countries encounter difficulties meeting any of these requirements (UNIFEM 2004), yet are increasingly orienting themselves toward service sectors mandating such skills (Bronson and Coleman, 2006).
 In fact, recent political reforms aimed at incorporating women into the political arena may be a response to the skill sets only available in the female population as university attendance shrinks among males. 
 

Despite their high levels of education and a perceived need for skills, women are still discouraged from participating in the workforce due to the Islamic “code of modesty.” In much of the Gulf, women’s education is conducted in segregated institutions producing graduates with limited prospects for employment.
 Ahmed (1992) ventures universities have become state-sponsored and family approved matchmaking services for middle and upper class Arab youth. Considering the expense of putting a child through university and the dubious prospect of employment afterwards, it seems many families are using universities as a chaperoned method of “debuting” their marriageable daughters.

Alongside the notion of modesty, women have traditionally been discouraged from workforce participation because families were historically able to function on one income (Macleod 1997). However, the urban setting increasingly forced families to rely on two incomes to make ends meet (Handoussa, 2005). Rampant migration to urban centers depressed wages across the region despite government subsidies. Much as in the West, many families were forced to send two breadwinners into the labor market to support subsistence lifestyles in the city. Fertility rates on par with rural areas (on average four children per woman) did not alleviate the burden on the household budget. In fact, in Egypt, Iran, Jordan, and Yemen, married women with children are more commonplace in the workforce than married women without children (World Bank 2003). 

“It is not possible! Today all wives have to work to help the family, it is not possible to pay for children, and rent and food without a wife working.”

Woman’s labor force participation at 32 percent is still low in comparison to global averages (Arab Human Development Report 2005, Handoussa 2005). This is partially a byproduct of limited job opportunities for either gender, but also due to the legal restrictions many Middle Eastern countries impose on female work and travel. A number of countries require woman obtain permission from their husbands to work, further obstructing their mobility. Finally, the cultural requirement of segregation despite the legal equality of sexes renders the hiring of women unfeasible and expensive. Just as impoverished urban areas could not afford to duplicate space, neither can most companies. Female entrepreneurship is limited since it requires women interact with male intermediaries and business partners. While the law does not discriminate against woman, informal practices do. 

Egypt: The Veil and Private Space

Back in 1923, Huda Shaarawi launched a movement to abandon the face veil (hijab) in Egypt in solidarity to the secular nationalist movement. Middle and upper class woman rallied to her cry and discarded the veil as a symbol of defiance toward the colonial regime.
 Lower-class women continued wearing traditional dress. The removal of the veil was emblematic of women’s full entrance into the public domain since the hijab was a means of recreating the illusion of privacy. In 1952 the “Free Officers Movement” spearheaded by Gamal Abdel Nasser formally emancipated women and actively encouraged the “Westernization” of their appearance and behavior. A wave of secular nationalist movements in the wake of the decolonization inspired the rest of the Middle East to formally incorporate women into the public realm by liberalizing appropriate dress, granting full access to education, as well as extending the political franchise. Up until the late 1970s it became uncommon to see veiled woman in North African cities, though the veil persisted in the Gulf and areas of the Fertile Crescent (Macleod 1997).

Arlene Macleod (1997) and Leila Ahmed (1992) describe how the tradition of wearing the hijab has been revitalized by educated women in cities as a way of negotiating urban spaces increasingly lacking the “protection from strangers” and unwanted glances afforded by the old medina. The movement was a byproduct of the increasing mobility of women and their presence in public space. While the suburbs contain impoverished women relegated to domestic confinement, the middle and upper class are increasingly mobile. However, this mobility comes at a price—the unwanted overtures of men unused to the new role of women. While upper class and secular Egyptian men may be able to reconcile their values with women in the workforce, conservative rural migrants have yet to accept the notion of women in the public realm. Thus, the reclaiming of the hijab in the context of increasing female insecurity and distant family is a way of artificially recreating the public-private distinction and effective safe-haven of the old medina. The question is whether women would resort to the hijab if municipal governments provided adequate security during women’s commutes. 

The Rise of Islamic Organizations and Female Security

Ironically, Islamic groups have capitalized on women’s fears for their personal security. Islamic groups or jama’at islamiya penetrated urban space by providing the security and overall public services that central authorities have been incapable of dispensing in cities. In Egypt, these selfsame groups now control most student unions and have grown into a major political force in universities and beyond as their ranks enter the regular workforce (Denoeux 1993). For women in particular, their services are invaluable. The jama’at organize special bus lines for female students and professionals weary of harassment on public transportation systems. Furthermore, female students have encouraged the jama’at’s attempts at segregating lecture halls due to fears that their physical integrity was endangered in mixed public spaces. Finally, the jama’at offer a sense of extended family to students, further mimicking dynamic of the haras in the old medina and the familial ties of the village. Extended family implies culturally sanctioned protection for women from unwanted overtures. Thus, a class of women is embracing conservative Islam in the city because its purveyors are better at insuring women’s security than the state or distant families.
 The jama’at were originally encouraged by the state in countries as varied as Egypt, Jordan, and Morocco as a bulwark against Marxists and Nasserists (Denouex 1993). They were also used as an informal network to regulate urban unrest and served as a contact point between the medina and national government However, as these organizations increasingly criticized the central government for its secularism, leaders have cracked down on their activities. The government’s inability and unwillingness to establish city governance has led to the informal dominance of the mosque and its extended organizations. The Mosque complex provides a variety of functions including religious schooling, medical care through a hospital or clinic, temporary lodging for the needy, a cemetery and tombs for the deceased, and welfare for the poor (Dimarco 2005). Salad Eddin Ibrahim ventures during the 1990s a tenth of Egypt’s population (approximately 6 million) benefited from mosque-based social services. 

These circumstances leave women in a double bind: they cannot rely on the state for security and thus resort to Islamist organizations for creating segregated space. Yet, the state is actively undermining the groups providing security to women. While jama’at such as the Muslim Brotherhood allow for a limited presence of women in the public sphere and, in fact, actively encourage their political participation in the interest of gaining political power, it is important to remember that these groups still advocate conservative values relegating most women to the hearth. Consequently, the position of women in the urban locale is not only undermined by a revitalized Islamic conservatism, but even more so by the inability of the government to effectively protect their legal right to the public sphere. If urban governments were capable of insuring women’s unhindered passage through the city, a portion of them would not need to resort to segregating space with the aid of Islamic groups or the hijab to reclaim a sense of personal security.

Conclusion: Urbanization and Womenpower

The typical Middle Eastern city faces housing shortages, inadequate services, underemployment, pollution and war, overpopulation, while also presenting a venue for tradition and modernity to clash. Simply, Arab cities are some of the most volatile in world. Unsurprisingly, a woman’s position within them is especially precarious. Women’s increasing presence in a nominally desegregated workforce, specifically in the public sphere necessitates protection, whether from the government, family or jama’at. Alongside questions of women’s physical security, arises the parallel concern of their circumscribed economic role within the medina due to their limited mobility. Proponents of the modernization thesis would venture the urban setting avails women with greater access to health and reproductive services, as well as social services, more job opportunities, and an improved infrastructure increasing mobility (Brydon and Chant 1989). In many ways, these facilities should enrich women’s capacity to function independently, freeing them from the shackles of tradition and allowing them greater access to the amenities of modernity. Yet, the transition from rural to urban has not empowered women in the Middle East largely due to inadequate urban infrastructure and ineffective municipal government. As it stands, most of these services are being provided by jama’at.

“Women have invaded the public space: the markets, the streets, the public transport, even airplanes. Women are today fruit and vegetable vendors, run second-hand clothes stores, are hairdressers and photographers; there is even a female butcher and at least one taxi-driver. They operate in the open in an area where a decade ago the philosophy of religious extremists projecting the distorted image of women’s role and place was rampant, and women were largely confined to an ‘inside’ role.”

The social policies of the Middle East have effectively pushed women into the public space. Furthermore, their skills and potential contributions to Arab society render continued segregation problematic politically, socially, and economically. One income is no longer sufficient to support expanding households and thus requires that women enter the labor force. Those with more education oftentimes possess valuable skills that are going unutilized in the private realm, especially in circumstances where men increasingly lack the education necessary for upper-level bureaucratic positions and highly skilled labor is not forthcoming from abroad. Finally, all classes of women are threatened by the pervasive harassment of men in the public sphere, which limits their mobility and legitimately raises their fears. Islamic groups with anti-state agendas are stepping in to provide that security in exchange for political support. A growing percentage of urban women are aligning themselves with these groups, which does not bode well for inefficient secular regimes as the ascendance of Fatah in the Palestinian Authority exemplifies. Simply, this is a recipe for instability along the lines of Iran in 1979—a revolution fomented by a similar alliance across gender, class, occupation, and ideology. If Arab governments continue avoiding the problems facing the inhabitants of their cities by neglecting any semblance urban planning and public service provision, the situation will become untenable for all involved. Providing adequate security to women in the public sphere would go a long way toward alleviating these tensions.
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Appendix

Table 1: Population Statistics for the Middle East, 1994.

	Country
	Natural increase in pop.
	Doubling  time (yrs)
	Total fertility rate
	% Urban
	Urban growth rate 1960-91

	Turkey
	2.2
	32
	3.5
	61
	4.9

	Iran
	3.6
	19
	6.6
	57
	5

	Egypt
	2.3
	31
	3.9
	45
	3.1

	Morocco
	2.3
	30
	4
	47
	4.3

	Sudan
	3.1
	22
	6.4
	23
	5

	Algeria
	2.5
	28
	4.2
	50
	4.7

	Iraq
	3.7
	19
	7
	70
	5.2

	Saudi Arabia
	3.2
	22
	5.5
	79
	7.6

	Afghanistan
	2.8
	25
	6.9
	18
	NA

	Syria
	3.7
	19
	6.9
	51
	4.5

	Yemen
	3.4
	20
	7.6
	31
	5.8

	Somalia
	3.2
	22
	7
	24
	5.8

	Tunisia
	1.9
	36
	3.3
	59
	3.6

	Israel
	1.5
	47
	2.8
	90
	2.1

	Libya
	3.4
	21
	6.4
	76
	8.1

	Jordan
	3.3
	21
	5.9
	70
	4.5

	Lebanon
	2
	34
	2.9
	86
	3.8

	Eritrea
	2.6
	27
	NA
	NA
	NA

	Mauritania
	2.9
	24
	6.5
	12
	9.8

	Oman
	4.9
	14
	6.9
	83
	7.5

	UAE
	1.9
	36
	4.1
	NA
	12.5

	West Bank
	4
	17
	5.7
	96
	NA

	Kuwait
	3.3
	21
	4.9
	62
	7.9

	Cyprus
	1.1
	62
	2.7
	NA
	NA

	Gaza
	5
	14
	7.7
	81
	NA

	Bahrain
	2.4
	29
	3.7
	77
	4.1

	Djibouti
	3
	23
	6.7
	91
	7.3

	Qatar
	1
	67
	3
	51
	8


Sources: Population Reference Bureau, 1994 World Population Data Sheet )Washington: Population Reference Bureau, 1994); Civil Society in the Middle East Project, “Composite Information Chart on the Middle East, 1994.”

Table 2: Legal Milestones for Women’s Political

Participation in the Middle East and North Africa

	The Middle East
	YEAR FEMALE SUFFRAGE GRANTED
	YEAR FIRST WOMAN IN PARLIAMENT

	Kuwait
	2005
	-

	Oman
	1994,2003
	2003

	Qatar
	1999
	-

	Jordan
	1974
	1989

	Bahrain
	1973
	2002

	Yemen
	1967,1970
	1990

	Syrian Arab Republic
	1949, 1953
	1973

	Lebanon
	1952
	1991


	North Africa

	Sudan
	1964
	1964

	Morocco
	1963
	1993

	Algeria
	1962
	1962

	Egypt
	1956
	1957
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� See table 1 in the Appendix.


� Kuwait, Bahrain, Quatar and the UAE, as well as Israel and Lebanon share this distinction.


� Bernard Lewis, The Middle East: A Brief History of the Last 2000 Years (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1995), p. 166


� To an extant, the political enfranchisement of women in North Africa somewhat corroborates this thesis, since it was largely granted at a time of nationalist revolution and decolonization—by definition a period of “elite disarray.”


� Lattice-wood windows allowing women to peep through them and view public spaces, yet precluding men from seeing them in the process.


� Doors of adjacent neighbors must not face each other, allowing women to navigate the space without accidentally running into a male neighbor.


� Lughod, V. 1993. ‘Contemporary Relevance of the Islamic City’ in Amirahmadi and El-Shakhs (eds) Urban Development in the Muslim World. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press: p. 27.


� Ibid: 29.


� Costello, V.F. 1979. Urbanization in the Middle East. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, p. 56.


� Bonine, M. 1997. Population, Poverty, and Middle East Cities. Gainesville, FL: University Press of Florida, p. 32.


� Between 1990 and 2000 adult literacy among Arab women rose from 35 percent to 47.5 percent, while the corresponding rate of men increased from 63.5 to 71 percent. In 2003, the literacy rates stood at 51 percent for women and 73 percent for men (ESCWA 2004).


� A number of princes from the Emirates and other countries in the Gulf have openly stated they intend to shift their countries’ economies toward tourism, bolstering the service sector, in the interest of insuring their economies are not solely driven by a finite resource-petroleum. 


� For a list of reforms, please refer to Katzman, 2006.


� Saudi Arabia is a case in point with the largest number of female universities in the region and a high number of graduates, yet women’s participation in the workforce hovers at 11 percent.


� So much for public vs. private space…


� Macleod, A. 1997. ‘Veiling and Urban Crisis in Cairo.’ in Bonine (ed). Population, Poverty, and Politics in the Middle East Cities. Gainesville, FL: University Press of Florida, p. 312.


� Oh, the irony…


� See table 2 in the Appendix.


� Quoting Essma Ben Hamida, in V. Moghadam. 2003. Modernizing Women: gender and social research in the Middle East. Boulder, CO: Lynn Rienner Publishers, p. 33.
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